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Truckers move over, BikeCartAge
wants to share the strects of Victoria with
its cycle-powered (reight-moving scrvice.

Steve Balyi calls it the solution to trans-
portation pollution and a simple way to

trucks.

Internal digestion is the power behind
BikeCartAge, not internal combustion,
says the manager of the new service.

“Is a very simple thing we're doing
here,” says Balyi, a sociologist .and
researcher who cycles Victoria year-round.

BikeCartAge started in the freight busi-
ness on Nov., 4 delivering half of the cir-
culation of Monday and Real Estaie Vie-
toria weeklics.

Is territory is subgstantial — bikes do

Saanich from Royal Oak-Breadmead
soulth.

From lour depots.— Balyi tried to
locate them near the top of hills — Bike-
CartAge “drivers” head out on large loops
and make seven or eight trips a shift. Some
days they move as much as six tonnes.

“Bike-trucks™ aren't just a nice but
impractical idea, Balyi maintains. In the
dity, under 10 kilometres, bicycles can be
just as fast as trucks: ,

“Our people fully-loaded are averag-
ing 18 to 20 kilometres an hour,” he says.
noting that the average speed of traffic in
North America is only 29 kilometres an
hour.

“This is obviously an urban solution.
I1’s nol the way Lo get goods out (o Sooke.™

He emphasizes safety and a share-the-
road philosophy. Bike-trailer “drivers™ get
an eight-hour safety course, all safety gear
and $10 an hour.

“We're slow-moving trafTic, justlike a
backhoe or a snowplow. We have nothing

TErs MNoveMBER ./
Nov. & (’éﬁ@.‘E Seasone)

reduce greenhouse gases from cars and

all of Esquimalt, Victoria, Ouk Bay plus
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Steve Balyi uses human power to haul products around Yictoria.

to do with the courier culture — in your
fucc. do whatever it lakes.”

BikeCartAge is (he business offshoot
of a new nonprofit organization called the
Victoria Centre. for Appropriate and
Responsible Transportation.

VanCity Savings credit union’s envi-
ronment fund gave VCART a $20,000
arant 1o cover startup and organization
costs of BikeCarlAge.

1t has several prototype aluminum trail-
ers, cuch capable of carrying upwards of

250 kilograms, and plans to award a con-
(ract soon to make a larger number of
freight trailers.

“The goal of BikeCartAge is to move
10 per cent of urban cargo by 2001,” says

" Balyi.

That would translate into 54 trailers and
32 full-time jobs, plus 18 part-lime posi-
tions.

“The key thing is, this is economical-
ly viable. I study business, I've been in
business and apply business principles.”
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