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Interestingly, twe réferences about the following
video arrived an miy desk.  Both Eve Stocker, our
regular reviewer recommended i and Bruce
Konnders, who not ondy reviewed if (below) he loaned
me a copy fo screen. [ agree it is excellens,
particudarly for those working in the “art as therapy™
world Briiee is an excellent resource for films and
videos which dramatically depict mental illness in ity
mutny mianifestations, He can probably even tell you
witere fo find the best movie or video pick Ed

The Living Museum

LS, 1994, 80 minutes

Darecior: Jussica Su

Producer Dune Bifouse Sersenplig BINGe louita Ya
Elnrm.ﬂnquphlr Shana Hapan Music fandraTaing Lo, Sliks Mder
Froduction Company: Dawn Fareese Productions Print Soune; HBO
Ercrprises Sales Agenit: Living Fiireods Formaiz Lbmm

“The Living Muscum™ is a dream, a place and a
new film. [t was ithe dream of charismatic foonders
Bolek Grecrynski and Janos Marton who have
created a vast worlshop area and galleries for
patients, ex-patients and visitars in o downgized
Mew York mental institution (Creedmoor
Psychiatric Center). Within a 40,000 sguare foot
space that was once s kitchen/dining facility,
peaple who carry the stigma of mental illness shed
that identity and become known as artisis, a
transition that now-director Marton claims as 5
monumental positive shifl.

Marton, the only salaried employee, is a
paychologist in the existing hospital and insists the
work there is not art therapy but definitely
therapeutic. In that vein he has managed o tease
out funds to support this innovative pet project
under the shadow of the remaining 500 bed
institution. “This is 2 non-authoritarian strociure,
meaning the patients run the place.”

Academy award winning film maker Jessica Yu's
new film showeases the museum, the philosophy
and looks ai the lives, work and sometimes
profound viewpoints of seven of the artists, all of
them in the psychiatric system for good reason, all
of them finding challenges and creative new
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identities in the nurfuring atmosphere of the
musenm and the validating power of art.

The M) minute featore documentary was recently
screened at REEL MADNESS Film Festival in
Victoria (wvww, islomdnet mm).

BIE: Bruce Sounders is o comsumersurvivor — b
miore irteret on belng a producer. He is pushing 50,
a lifelong resident of Victoria whe is lucky enough fo
have a wife, two feenage sons, house, woe aging cars
and a job av a freelance londscape maimtenance
gardener, Fondly recognized these days as the
MOVIE MONDAY MOGUL, Saunders describes the
fawit 6 172 years of weekly film prografimig (o the
focal piychuainie hospifal s (ecfure asditorinm) as a
crash course, doing workshops and infer- views,
public spraking, writing, metworking and working on
ar few commintees as poxsible. Al of this hard work
has made Saunders perhaps the highest profile
manic-depressive in Fictoria. He holds ne degrees,
(fresit first year Fine Aris), but [ois of first hand
experience and a stromg commitment fo deal well
with hix illmess and to help others do the same. He
1wes hix ovn art-making as part of the process.
(el brucesaundersiarsiamdnet, com)

Ehere is so mack Pekind Ehe scenes
work done by cur BCAEA mwembers.
WA BEhank & Bo You Fer your
coerrrribrprent and hard oiork.

iEEre: Sandi WWelorEi,
Colleen Eold, Sharen Skyorard,

Porolla Ackery.

compmmitfee: Cynthic ParnsosorEl,
| S=lly Pizhor. Betl WreBavish.




