
Set in and around the city of Mis-
soula in western Montana, the 
story follows two sons of a Presby-
terian minister—one studious and 
the other rebellious—as they grow 
up and come of age in a time that 
roughly spans the Prohibition era in 
the United States to the early 
days of the Great Depression.  Fly 
fishing is their common bond and 
the river the steady through-line 
in the story. This film is renowned 
for it’s beautiful cinematography 
and it’s un-Hollywood style lei-
surely pacing.

Robert Redford directed this film 
classic and made the crucial decision 
to keep [the book’s author] Maclean's 
voice in the film; his own prose is read 
as a narration, by Redford, so that we 
do not simply see events as they hap-
pen, we are reminded that they are 
memories from long ago, and that the 
author has spent time and trouble to 
draw the lessons from them.
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