Dave Beamish – Audio 2 - Transcription

00:03:47	Int.:	What did you do?

	Dave:	Oh, various things.  I’ve worked in all the drop-in centres and the manager took on projects at Riverview Hospital for them.

00:03:56	Int.:	Do you want to tell us a little bit more about that work?

00:04:03	Dave:	Well it’s a drop-in centre, you just do whatever comes up, you know.  You try and help people, try and keep out of trouble.  But the projects at Riverview Hospital were interesting.  One of them we hired patients from the hospital to work on the project and that was something quite different, you know.

00:04:24	Int.:	What year was that?

	Dave:	That would be close to 1980, I guess.  

	Int.:	Was that called the Riverview Extension Project?  

	Dave:	Probably, I don’t remember the name for it.

	Int.:	So tell me a bit more about the Riverview work.

00:08:03	Dave:	Well we used to do stuff there that the social workers should have done, you know.  Somebody gets evicted, gets their stuff all taken away, we would go and get the stuff for them, you know, and make sure they got it back.  And just help people to get ready to leave the hospital.  I used to sit on review panels.  In those days you didn’t have to be a professional to sit on them.  And I sat on review panels and helped people out, tried to advise them the best way they could get out of the place if they wanted out.  Didn’t always work but I tried.  00:08:34

	Int.:	Yeah, and imagine having an ex-patient, you know, give you that kind of supporting guidance.  It would be different than what they’d hear from a professional.

00:08:45	Dave:	For sure. 

	Int.:	About just surviving.  But you said that patients worked on that too.

00:08:58	Dave:	Yeah, we hired patients at Riverview--

	Int.:	To--

	Dave:	By election.  To work with us.  Do the same kind of jobs we were doing. 

	Int.:	Right.

	Dave:	Doing it from the hospital.

	Int.:	So who would have thought of the Riverview work and whose idea was that?

00:09:14	Dave:	There was funding available for projects, Liberal government had these fundings available.  We just got one and went there.  Sort of made it up as we went along.

00:09:25	Int.:	Like maybe a LIP grant?

	Dave:	Probably was an LIP grant, probably.  We got two of them.  We were only supposed to finish the one and that was it but we got a second one and faked it.  So we got two.  

00:09:38	Int.:	You faked it?

	Dave:	Sort of, [laughs] yeah.  
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