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Marina: So, what do you think, though – when you think back to the time period – and obviously it was a time when there was a lot of burgeoning social movements. You know – the feminist movement, the gay liberation movement. Where’d it sort of – from your perspective, what – was there actual talk about mental patients’ liberation? Where did that fit in to the – 

Lanny: Well, there was. But it wasn’t there at the beginning. I’m not even sure it was the beginning for me. I mean, I had studied in Buffalo – so, in the U.S. – between’ 64 and’ 66. And that’s when the 60s started happening. And I was in America while it was happening. I was also at a university, which meant that I was around other guys who could be drafted. I mean, college was an exemption. But if somehow – you know – if you didn’t pass, or didn’t make it in college, you were subject to the draft. And that could be changed at any time, too. So the issues were very obvious. So that was part of the student movement: the antiwar movement. The Vietnam war movement. The civil rights movement. So all of that was happening. And I felt that I was sort of there, at the epicentre. And I was confused by a lot of it. But I felt attracted to it. I felt that – somehow, it just seemed natural that I would be part of these movements. And I was.

But then, by the time I got to – at some point – I wasn’t functioning well. And that’s why I went to hospital, and so on. When I got out of hospital, and started MPA – I think at some point, early on, I thought, “Hey, wait a minute! There is some kind of model. There is a model for this.” And, of course, I was close to people in the gay liberation movement. Feminists. So, it was trying to use that template to give a political sense to what we were doing at MPA. 
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