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I’m Bonnie Burstow, and I’m a faculty member at Ontario Institute for Studies in Education. I’m a scholar who has published a whole bunch of books, and I’m an activist. I’ve done activism on a lot of fronts: feminism, the prison abolition movement—I think everyone knows that the majority of my activism has always been around psychiatry issues; I’m explicitly an anti-psychiatry activist. Obviously no anti-psychiatry activist—only an anti-psychiatry theorist would do this in isolation and not from psych survivors, so I always work with psych survivors because that is my politic and my concern has always been together building movements and making alliances with the thought of—and this separates me very strongly from the Mad Movement, or aspects of the Mad Movement—with the thought toward the gradual dismantlement of psychiatry and the creation of much better structures in the world than we have now. So I also see it as an alliance with the environmental movement, the feminist movement, and so on.
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