‘Family Care’ Sought For Mental Patients

E.E. Winch, CCF MLA for Burnaby, announced today that he and other citizens interested in “family care” for discharged mental patients have begun a campaign for funds to establish a home with accommodation for several such persons, to serve as a half-way house in their re-establishment in the outside world.
Mr. Winch told the Sun that the home will be a private non-profit venture, and that it is hoped that eventually the government will assume responsibility for it.
“For many years past considerable difficulty has been experienced in placing and maintaining recovered mentally-sick patients in suitable homes and remunerative occupations,” Mr. Winch said.
“The difficulty exists particularly with women patients, for whom it is next to impossible to find accommodation in private homes during the period of adjustment from institutional life to life in the outside world.”
Mr. Winch said that Mrs. Laura E. Jamieson, MLA., plans to take an active part in the work of the proposed home, which would be governed by a responsible board of trustees, with a matron in charge.
“It is suggested that we should secure the help of some citizen who would buy a house for investment purposes and rent the premises to us,” Mr. Winch said. “We will need funds for this purpose, for although we expect that some of our patients, when they secure employment, will be able to pay us something toward the expense, it would take some time to get the scheme operating.”
Mr. Winch asks that donations be sent to him at 1230 Thirteenth Avenue, New Westminister.
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