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Ship of Fools

The Films of Frederick Wiseman:

Titicut Follies
Hospital

Law and Order
High School
Basic T raining

Edgar Z. Friedenberg

In 1967 Frederick Wiseman released
the first in a series of films he has
produced and directed which have
realized new possibilities in the use of
the motion picture in revealing and

recording the functioning of social

‘insitutions. This was Titicut Folljes,

which was filmed at Bridgewater State
Hospital for the Criminally Insane, an
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ment in action, Hospital (1970) at
Metropolitan Hospital in New York
City, and, most recently, Basic
Training (1971) at Fort Knox, Ken-
tucky. *

Technically there is little about
these films that is either novel or
impressive, They are 16 mm, black and
white films running about eighty min-
utes =ach, They were all made, of
course, with the active cooperation of
the institutions observed, over periods
of weeks or months. The final version
is made available to institutional offj-
cials before the film is released; there s
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seldom serioyg objection and usually

general approval at this time. Conflict |

arises later, when the film is exhibited
and reports begin to filter back to the
institution that reveal the extent to
which those who run it lack the gift to
see themealvas ~n a2 o
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Since worig war ,, .
by Adam B. Ulam ‘

The Terrible Year

The Paris Commune,
1871

by Alistair Horne

Martin Buber
An Intimate Portrait
by Aubrey Hodes

Shakespeare,

Spenser, Donne
Renaissance Essays
by Frank Kermode

The Habsburgs

Portrait of a Dynasty
by Edward Crankshaw

Paris and London inthe
Eighteenth Century &
Studiesin

Popular Protest
by George Rudé

T Nt

Edith Wharton

AWomanin Her Time
by Louis Auchincloss

R

Dialogues with
Marcel Duchamp

by Pierre Cabanne
Translated by Ron Padgett

B e gy g,

My Galleries and
Painters
by Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler

with Francis Crémieux
Translated by Heler Weaygr
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Henry Moore on

Sculpture
Edited by Philip James
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-insvitutions. This was Tiricut Follies,
which was filmed at Bridgewater State
Hospital for the Criminally Insane, an
enormous old institution located on
the banks of the Titicut River in
Massachusetts, The film takes its title
from that of an annual musical review
whose skits the staff and patients

‘collaborate in producing. Since then,

Wiseman has made High School (1968)
at Northeast High School in Philadel-
phia, Law and Order (1969), a study of
the Kansas City, Missouri, police depart-
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recording the functioning of social

seldom serious objection and usually
general approval at this time. Conflict
arises later, when the film is exhibited
and reports begin to filter back to the
institution that reveal the extent to
which those who run it lack the gift to
see themselves as others see them.

*All these films except Titicut Follies

‘are distributed by Zipporah Films, 54

Lewis Wharf, Boston, Massachusetts,
Titicut Follies is currently distributed
by Grove Press Films, 53 East 11 Street,
New York City. .
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