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Ship of tr'ools
The Films of Frederick Wiseman:

Titicut Folties
Hospital
Law and Order
High School
Basic Training

Edgu Z- Friedenberg

T::, in. action, Hospitat (1970) at_Metropolitan Hospital in N.* ior-t
:]ry' . and, mosr recenrty, Basic
:*:nin-g (1971) at Fort Knox, Ken-tucky. *

T
.Iechnicatly there is [ttle aboutthese fitms that is either novel orrmpressive. They are l6 mm. black aiiwhite films running about eighty min_utes :ach. T.\ey -were 

all made, ofcourse, with the active cooperation ofthe institutions observed, over periods

1t _we3ks 
or months. The final ,rrri-Jrs 

.made available to institutionat otiicials before the film is released; there is

IlTdlgth"@m-$iturions. j*nis was Tit-ie.ut F;;;;;',
I*1. :.: filmed at n.iagr*ate, Jt'#uospital for the Criminaliy l"r"r;';;clormous old institutio,'l;;;, ;ule banks of the Titicut R;; ;
|-ryLtrusetts. The film takes its titlelrom thet nf o- ^-----,

;;xT"Ht:lfiil"

#iL",Jt3l",l:l'
byAfistair Horne

Mertin Buber

fiill?lf iPortrait

Shakespiare,
upenser, Donne

ffPil""-"l::fff:"

ffifi:j"Hfii:L.

gpj:#*?H?r#""
Popular protest
Dy George Rud6

Edtth Wharton
AWomanin HerTime
oy touis Auchincloss

9_iatogues with
flllarcef Duchamp
by Pierre Cabanne
r ranslaled by Ron padgelt

!V Gatleries and
Painters
byDaniet-Henry Kahnweiler
rvilh Francis Crdmieur
I ranslaled by Helen F,,ooze,

Henry Moore on
Sculpture
Edited by phifip James
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l-t' r('l',rrVf.ilJ; r!fi
recording the functioning of social seldom serioug objection and usuallv

general approval at this time. Conflict
arises later, when the film is exhibited
and reports begin to filter back to the
institution that reyeal the extent to
which those who run it lack thc gift to
see themselyes as otheff see thcm.

'innitutions. T?ris was Titicut Follies,
which was filmed at Bridgewater State
Hospital for the Criminally Insane, an
cnorrnous old institution located on
the banks of the Titicut River in
Massachusetts. The film takes its title
&om that of an annual musical review
whorc skits the staff and patients
collaborate in producing. Sinci then,
W"TId1 has made High Schoot (1968i
et Northeast High Schoot in philadel_
P!^:_h* and Order ( l969), a study of
the Kansas City, Missouri, policc d€part-

rAll these films except Titicut Folliet
are distributed by Zipporah Films. 54
Lewis Wharf, Boston, Massachuse tts.
Titicut Follies is currently distributed
Py CI9"9 Press Films, 53 East I I Street,
Now York City.
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Shakespeare,
Spenser, Donne
Renaissance Essays
by Frank Kermode-

The Habsburgs
Porlrait of a Dynastv
by Edward Crinksliaw

Faris ancl London inthe
Eighteenth Century
Sludies in
Popular Prolesl
by George Rud6

Edith Wharton
AWomanin HerTime
by Louis Auchincloss

Dialogues with
Marcel Duchamp
by Pierre Cabanne
Translated by Ron Padgett

My Galleries and
Painters
by Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler
wilh Francis Crdmieux
Translated by Helen llJoorsr
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Henry Moore on $Sculpture 3
Ediled by PhilipJames ,
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