
The Canada Council I 151 Sparks Street r P.O. Box 1047 r Ottawa a K1P SVB a (613) 237-3400

January 22, 1974.

Mr. Lanny Beckman
Research Coordinator
MenLat ?atients Association
1982 West 6th Avenue
Vancouver 9, B.C.

Dear Mr. Beckman:

We have received your request for information
and application form for Ehe Explorations Program. In view
of our coming deadline for our next competition, June 1st,
pl"ease find enclosed a note on publishing and a brochure
regarding the Explorations Program.

I shouLd like to mention that the costs relating
to the preparation of a manuscript may be considered but not
printing or publishing costs, this assistance being reserved
for professional- publishers under another program of the Canada
Council.

Should you wish to submit an application, we
would ask you to send us a brief description of your project
before we forward our application form.

Should you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to get in touch with me.

Yours tru1y,
\\--'q-fc\ --.f*--s-rr,\ \ --*+{^

TI'*"" fbr,,*"' \
Explorations Program.
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Decemher 27, 1973

Explorations Program
?he Canada Council
P.0. Box 1047
ottawa, ontario KIP svg

Dear Sir:

I am enclosinE three recent editions of our orgianization*s news-
paper, I]*l Nutsheil. Thls is to famlllarise you both with !{PA and with
our publicatl-ons. we ere interested ln expanding the scepe of, our pub-
l"ications to include books, nonographs and a guarterly Journa-l, and are
hopeful that the Canada Council night provide funds to support such a
program.

MPA is a democratieally-run, sel"f-heLp group composed primarily of
mental patients and ex-patients. Since our i.nception three years agof
the organization has developerl at a very rapltl p&c€, whdch r.re take to be
a sl-gn of the serlous neecl in tlre mental heralth field for non-professional ,
self*governlng service agencies. we currently operate five resj"dences
wi-th a hacd capacity of 45 and a clrop*in,/cri.sls center roirich furnishes a
broad range of services and actl"vities to people who have recently heen
diseharged from psychiatric l-nstitr.ltione. It is fairly wirlely recoqnized
that l4PA is the most successful organization on this continent tn what is
loosely called the "mental patients liberation movenent. I' Our proqrans
and methods are highly innovative in a hiqhly uninnovative field.

To this point, our publications have heen of a "popular" nature,
directed malnly to a general , 1ay audience. Irlhile there have heen a few
exeeptions to thls rule-*for exampl-e, we have ra-written the Mental llealth
lc!ofB.C.andsubmittedittotheprovinela1},rcvernment**itm*-
say that we have produced few docrmnents r,rhieh deal" ln-clepth with the com*
5r1ex theoretical and intellectual iseues in our field of errd€avour. In
fact, the rreental health field is almost total"ly dominatecl bv the profes-
sLonal Literature anrl the professlonal pcint of view, a perspective which
is quite unidimensional an<3 which in many instances ought to be challenged.

I{PArs research program has been inopperation for two years now, and
has generated a good deal of crigi.nal drrta which <leserves |:roader exposure,
particularly to professionals, governraent officials and th€ intelLectual
conmunity--sectors which often adopt a compLacent attitude in the face of
circumstances badly in need of reform.

Flaving developecl a soli<3 and viahle service program, we feeL it is
appropriate for us to begin making an intellectual contribution tl:rough
the publication of books ancl journals.

I
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v{{thout coing intc detail in this letter, r,\te should say that we have
one book ln final manu*cript forrn and another r'rhich is in the early stages
of heing drafted. Withir-i turo to three months, we will be in a position to
bubi-ish the flrst issue of a Journal.

We have developed close working relatlonships with several local re-
sources in the publishing fieLrl and thus have accesc to the teehnicaL ex*
pertise requlred for the publicatlone envisaged in our plan. The only
thinE holding us up at this point is fundinq.

We belleve that the Canada Council is the nast likeLy souree for se-
curing this fundlng, anrl r*ould appreclate any inf,o:mration and rnateriale
you rnight send us regardlng application procedures. If the fundinq of
publlcatlons in the field of psychology,/nentaL heal-th does not fall
specifical}y within your section, rlouLd you klndly pass thls lettar and
the enclosed newspepers on to the appropriate F€rsan in the Council.

Final-J.y, because we do have material waitl"ng to be pubLished' we
woui[d appreciate an early repl-y,

Thankg very kindly for your attention in this rnatter.

Yours sincerely,

Lanny Beckman
F.esearch eoorcl,l-nator

LB r Jrtt

Encl.
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