January 22, 1974,

Mr. Lanny Beckman

Research Coordinator
Mental Patients Association
1982 West 6th Avenue
Vancouver 9, B.C.

Dear Mr. Beckman:

We have received your request for information
and application form for the Explorations Program. In view
of our coming deadline for our next competition, June lst,
please find enclosed a note on publishing and a brochure
regarding the Explorations Program.

I should like to mention that the costs relating
to the preparation of a manuscript may be considered but not
printing or publishing costs, this assistance being reserved
for professional publishers under another program of the Canada
Council.

Should you wish to submit an application, we
would ask you to send us a brief description of your project
before we forward our application form.

Should you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to get in touch with me.

Yours truly,
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Georges F. §1nger
Explorations Program.
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Encl,
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December 27, 1973

Explorations Program
The Canada Council

P.O. Box 1047

Ottawa, Ontario KX1P 5V8

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing three recent editions of our organizationds news-
paper, In a Nutshell. This is to familiarize you both with MPA and with
our publications. We are interested in expanding the scope of our pub-
lications to include books, monographs and a quarterly journal, and are
hopeful that the Canada Council might provide funds to support such a
program.

MPA is a democratically-run, self-help group composed primarily of
mental patients and ex-~patients. Since our inception three years ago,
the organization has developed at a verv rapid pace, whiéch we take to be
a sign of the serious need in the mental health field for non-professional,
self-governing service agencies. We currently operate five residences
with a bed capacity of 45 and a drop-~in/crisis center which furnishes a
broad range of services and activities to people who have recently been
discharged from psychiatric institutions. It is fairly widely recognized
that MPA is the most successful organization on this continent in what is
loosely called the "mental patients liberation movement.” Our programs
and methods are highlv innovative in a highly uninnovative field,

To this point, our publications have been of a "popular" nature,
directed mainly to a general, lay audience. VWhile there have heen a few
exceptions to this rule--for example, we have re-written the Mental Health
Act of B.C. and submitted it to the provincial overnment--it is true to
say that we have produced few documents which deal in-depth with the com-
plex theoretical and intellectual issues in our field cof endeavour. In
fact, the mental health field is almost totally dominated by the profes-
sional literature and the professional point of view, a perspective which
is guite unidimensional and which in many instances ought to be challenged.

MPA's research program has been inopperation for two years now, and
has generated a good deal of criginal data which deserves broader exposure,
particularly to professionals, government officials and the intellectual
community--sectors which often adopt a complacent attitude in the face of
circumstances badly in need of reform.

Having developed a solid and viable service program, we feel it is

appropriate for us to begin making an intellectual contribution through
the publication of bocks and journals.
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Without going into detail in this letter, we should say that we have
one book in final manuscript form and another which is in the early stages
of being drafted. Within two to three months, we will be in a position to
publish the first issue of a journal.

We have developed close working relationships with several local re-
sources in the publishing field and thus have access to the technical ex-
pertise required for the publications envisaged in our plan. The only
thing holding us up at this point is funding.

We believe that the Canada Council is the most likely sourese for se-~
curing this funding, and would appreciate any information and materials
vou might send us regarding application procedures. If the funding of
publications in the field of psychology/mental health does not fall
specifically within your section, would you kindly pass this letter and
the enclosed newspapers on to the appropriate person in the Council.

Finally, because we do have material waiting to be published, we
woudd appreciate an early reply.

Thanks very kindly for your attention in this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Lanny Beckman
Research Coordinator
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Encl.



