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Why is Electro = Shock
Treatment st1ll  so widely
used?

For

many months, myself
and others have investipated

this wide spread . use of
Shock Treatment 1in British
Columbia.

Our findings have
been terrifying. (1)

Even as 1 write
article people are
slated for tomorrow's
orary cure for their
sion,

The increased demands
made in this form of treat-
ment, i,e., memory loss and
respiratory or circulatory
system failure are valid en-
ough reasons to Stop and re-

this
being
temp-
depres-

evaluate the effectiveness
of Shock Treatment. (2)

Who really has the right
and wisdom to administer
this style of treatment?

Certainly not the appo-
inted heads of psychiatry in
our institutions.

As I walk through the
streets of Vancouver, talk-
ing with those individuals
whose trust is great in our
mental institutions, they
are amazed and horrified

that Shock Treatment still

exXists.
When 1 talk with indi-
viduals who have had Shock
Treatment the fear and haun-
ting memories of this treat-

ment still - lingers, even

AEPES

he National Film Boaxd

Camera crew from T

many years after their las
treatment. :

Need an individual who
1s suffering from depression
be subjected to this memory
of a temporary cure?

Have our psychiatrists
ceased to further their re-
search 1into the effects of
Shock Treatment?

The Mental Patient's As-
sociation's Committee to In-
vestigate  Shock Treatment
hasn't stopped their res-
earch, Our files are read-
1ly available to the public
at any tine. What is the
availability of the research
files done by psychiatrists
who generously administer a
temporary cure for depress-
ion?

Can't Shock Treatment be
readily available for those
who wish it, and left aside

for those who wish not Fo
take the memory of its pain
and hardship through the
journey of life?

Do restrictive measures
have to be taken to see that
only those who sincerely
want Shock Treatment recieve
i 1y R

Are our Psychiatrists s
insensitive , they do not
hear the cry of many Who
wish not to share an exper-
ience in Shock TTeatment?‘

When does this inse{lsl'
tive way of treating an ind-
ividual in a depression end,
and the care for one persod
for another begin?

I too am vulpnerable t0
this style of treatment; !
too am scared of 1it.

Lawrence

A member of M,P.A.'S Cmi;
tee to Investigate Sho
Treatment.






























