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A critical anal,r'sis of "Failure of a Jforal Enteqri.e: ^\ttitudes of the pul,iic to-
ward^]Iental Illness" b1'T. R._sarbin and J. D. -\I-.;:cu:o is presented. Reported
da.ta_indicate that the public is (a) gcneralll, ac cei)ti.:,:,i the medical m.r.lel oi men-
tal illnt'ss, (6) optinristic about prognosis, and (c1 a':le:o irlentif)- the simple schizo-
phrenic, the alcoholic, and the ju'enile character i;r.:der as rnentallr.ill anrl in need
uf nrcrlical clrc. The puLIic does not place a sizii.lt. <:il di-.iance l,ct..rcin them-
selves and those labele d mentallf ill. These data c.,r::ad:ci rhe claims arlr-ancerl for a
unitarl- social deviancy'modcl. 'I'he authors argue l:::.i the medical mqdel is neither
rejccted b1'thc pub)ic nor dj,scredited b1' curreni re.earch. The need is not for the
abandonment of medical and ps-r'chological moi:ls r.hich har-e alreadl- demon-
stratcd fornridable heuristic value. \\'hat is needed is:ec.,3irition that there are man-v
dilTerent kinds of mcntal illnesses and that multiple ,:odels ma1- consequentl-r- hare
value-

.\r var-_vilg ptiirrts iit iri:tor,r, orgaiiic, ps).-
.ological, and social lnodcls har-e shoirn heur-

.:ic r.alue in the stud-r- of ri-hat manv:!]!_S+lI
:rrntal illness." -\ certain reasonibFTo]iiance
,iilitates lnutual interchange betrveen inves-
:-'.r1ors u'hose n'ork springs frorn dirTering
:icls. Strch tolcrance has been cli_rclained bv
:nc of the propor)cnts of a social dcr.ianci,

, 
,dcl; others have gonc oli to dispar.g. 

"il'iic \\'lro fail to shrrre thrir pcrsuasion. \\-rir-
:g in the pages of this journal, Sarbin and
lilncrlso (1970) find the inr.estication of
.nical nrodels of rncnttl tlisortlcrs-a ,,nroral
:terprise" and labtl e\ponents of the
.dical-pslcholo_qi cal nrodrl :.en 

t reprencrlrs of
.0ralitv.,,

.The ihrce conclusions l"hich form the core
:Sarbin aud f frrncuso's (197()) arguultnt are
s follorvs:

'\ relierv of thr. sturlirs of the pul;lic's attitutles
rard mental illncss lrnrl nrcntal hcalth (lernonstriltes-tt tie tn,rtrl ('nt('rl)ris(. r,f irrrrrrr,lirrs thc,,nrerttal
J,ss ntt'i,,1'[,'r |as frrilc,l [p. l.i9].
Ine srlrvc_\' tlll:t lr:rr.t. sh,,nn rt.Dr,rle,llr. tlrrrt orrlr.

G; f.r rt.r,ri.rs
:'lcc1ti, I)t.;lrrt rrrr:rit cf
licrs IIc,iie,rl S,Jlr,,,,l,

slrr ulrl be stnt to (luitlo \J.
I'sl e hirtrl', I'. (). ltos 2l(X),
\tn Ilruttssick, \trl Jcrscy

ij€is,,u> tril. ..ljlii ii;c ;rr,.t cji-t;:1ii;i.ij da:i;i;,:;i5
ivill Le:e:a:,jsd a-s nrentrll_r'ill . . . tp. 169].

.\n ere:rplar of the general pub!ic s-o,:ld r:,1.:.ce a
siza'irle s,ti:.j rli,.tance beiri'een hlnr..'li antl il: :": ;.'e;-
s.ns'.tL., ::e Lr'-eled nrcnrall-r. iiI .p. I65_1.

Tliese conclr"lsions are appsrrntl-\' bls..1 o:r
the liieraiurc- dealing n-ith erlrpirical dr:::.,- lirria
field slrrve_\'s concernilig public atti'rr:Llr"s
torrard rhe mr:ntallr- ill. Crocetti. Srl'ro. snd
bra ssl ( I 9 ; J) rect-n t I_r' corltpleted rtn e-\hiri: s', i\-e
re'\-ierr. ol the samr. literattirt' for lr fort.hct-.iiil;lg
book on rhis sublr.ct. It can cleJil;T;-S;ii*iIiffi:bia 

,ind .\l,rncuso nrither r(.nrlrt dL)r-
rectl-r- all of rhe drrta fronr the stutiies r'hr'r- rite
nor do rhi_\- report crn eil th.' rr^ler-rnt srittlis,
as can ba s!.t-n frout brirf revicrr.

In Lr-nkau antl Crtccrri's (1962; Croc.,tti \ ;;,
& Ltr:rk:ru, 1Q6j) stud-r' uf ll:rliinrtrr-t' Citv. J 

T"/
speciaii-r' r rtinr-.ti interr-ieri-crs \\.r're us(l io
stlr\'('\' ll rirn(L)rul\- sclcctt-ti srnrpk. -.\ rtsp.tnSt-
rale oi Q.il- r-ts obtlint'.l rrntl lr torri of t,ijS
pcoplc 11'a'rc sur\-c-\-(\1. -\Itrst trf tht' rlucstitrns
in this niurl-\- \r'r'l'c idcnricrrl to thost usrd in
prr\-iors srlr\-c_\"s untl inehitlrrl thr,..t of the

:: 
S,-.:*_.".c rlcsl-r'ip1i1r1rs. 'l-hc srurplg 1y"q

! S. ,\. Sl,rr. l'he 1r111'll\.'5 itlt.is ;rl,o,.rt n:c:rl.rl illnt.s.
Llhica:,,: \.rli.,nll ()l'ini,,rr Rrsc.rrch ('rnl,.,r. t':Lir<,r-
sit-r' .,f L-!:t.i.:,.. ['n|111'lirt- g.1 1,.v r1y, I aj.!.



tl 5 i'l tir't

rtl.riii i lr ir.,,'; .titri'.ltlrrliit.il..l. \t't(ltlt(lr5s,
t)li', i.ltrriitirrl tlt,' ri{ti.tlr' rrf tltr' lr.rr.rltoitl as

lrl(r)t.rll] ill, ;St'... llie sirr|1,' si'lti.:olr'hlL'rtiti
t,Jfi, the rrli'.rholii. .\ trtrtirr:ill iLlr ntillttl lll
thrr'e .ritri iclt th:rt thc .1rs,'r.ilrr'.1 lt.'i SLrits shor"ild

, sc(' i.l l.h-r sici.rn, un.l frr\trit'rl t|elrling thr'
: r,r.ntrril-r ill in tht eolltrrillril-\'. I'.ight-r' ttrtc

[xrt'r'il1 \rtit \\iliiit-{ trt $'oik rtith a forntcrlr'
nl,:iit:illv ill pcvr,r'r,51;t-i. u'r'rc rviliirtg to rL)ottt

rrith s'.lch il I)r'rsr)rt, lntl 51t-,^ c(rlil(l inlilSin(-
tht'rlst]r't's rrs "f.illirtg in lor.c litlt" srtch a

PcrSilil.
Ilr lot\j. thc Coluurbirr t nivt'rsitv School

of I'r.i.,i i Hr'rrl t h rrnd ^'\tlnrinisl rrr t ilc' I I ctlicin c

in.i rhr \crv York Citl CorttnrLinit_r' llcntal
Ilr,:..lr Iltr.tt'rl ultttttPitJ to rtSSt:S thc ft.'lings
oll :.li:l', \cri' \'olkcrs abrrrit thcir nrr-ntal

/tr'.rlrir srrr-icrs (Elitrstl4, IlqSlil.l4, 1t l't1{ir1s,
:\t? i i!:',;l. Tilr' slirvr'\- also er;rlort'tl pr.rblic con-

'q:.i-.1i,:':is of ni.ntal illness rnd attitudcs tos'irrd
!i...: i:i:i'iiall-r' ill. .\ sr-sttmatic sr'lectior.r of
i.i,',t'i hrr'"qin' rinit-s litlclcd a randonl s.lnlple
,;s i.i-r.r) pr-oplr-, of rr'hoin .S7f/ n-ere finallr-
.!:.::i:,--:'.;itl. The results of this str.rcl-\' \\'ere
:::::::.:r io those of the Ilaltimore surver'. In
ii::'i..:'ir.cc to thc-ir book. Perkins sccs thc idea
+; .ti-:,:-rtization and rejtction of thc- mentallr-
: .. .. , , 'r, r:l-r- sir:rplr attd orit tttodud :

il:.: ;':i lic dces not glol'all-r'rejcct the nientalif ill.
I ij'.:: '-lc c..::irer\', the pul'iic dres har-c hc4re for a favor-

;r t':: ,;.::,r.':.: :r :-aftl.:-,t of t:!c p:ti::::, lt:rl :lc:lt:
:lirl:,:,.:'r;i:io;r that this sho'.rld ire as Iir'ar honte as

i:. ',: -i96;, p. X].

l" "r'..'..lrclming nra jt,rit-r of tht' rcilron(lunts
/'J: '\ t- ,r',;dl erpre.sscd the be-licf that "nrentalt-

i . i lil'.,,.- ..'!,i an illness like othe'r illnessus," "that
'j!-:r'ii: r,-fi'c man\. diiJerent kinds of mc-ntal

l'*r:,-.,-.." and that it shoulcl I-,c inchidecl in
'::'-..-l;r ircalth insurancc coverage. \rru4.
-l1.:r,rr:ii ,','antccl the gr.,r'trnnrtrnt to raise and
' ;;lil*','rr-c nrone\- on mental hralth sen'ices.

,j i i:.: f.rntuc]:r- llcntal Hcalth I'lanning
."'t ' I ,- ;' ' ,ion (.19(A) sturlird attitude.s of Kcn-

..:'. io',r;rrd the mc'ntall-r-ill as prcJraration
'.:,.',ir, . .,,'.-,'rnir'. h, rlrh lrr(,.'rrnri"- .. tPlr)> \rrrrrrrru,rrL-r ,,r.,.,, 1,,

:.:, ,,:anrl put1i,: rvcrc sclcctcd througli an

: r ..,irLilitv sarrrplc stratificd b1' urban
:':; 'l rc:irltnccs accorr,lin g t() tht 196()

: , . Iin rt_r'-sevr-n prrcf n t of the samlrlc
;':'':','iei,,'trl.
r"..: thc u:ual idr:ntificatir.,n anrl srrr-iai

..' -; ilut-rtirri;', tht rr:sults ol-lttritit-'tl t','err

LI ',r ,,ti, ir:' Srr-..r I
I

sirrrillr lo tlrrr:t'frrtitrtl itt lilltirrrorc ar)(l \r\, l.r.t,,l tlrtir lrrrrlirrg- u.
\-trrk. ,\ri o\'('r\\'llrlrrrirrg rrnj,rr it-i itk'ntilir, [ ,,,bli, lrttilrr,l, ' t'r.,lrrr
tlrc tlrrur' Stltr' (s,'t' l:ootirrrtL J) clst'rl.stLip. f ',,",.,,.1r,,tr,qi',q frr.rlfqL$J
liotrs rtq inrliculirig nrllltirl illrrc.s, uith 1){/u o, I Slt slrr,lirs rt'prrrtr<l in
thr' ttsliottr'ltrlts a(lvisirt{ t}rlt thc lra1anc.,iu.l .,l(,tl ,,rr,1 1tt7{ l rr:crl tlte
schizophr.rrit'shoultl st'c l <lo.'tor;t)2/6 gir.ins I.i,:1.ttcs lrs a trst of
thu sunrc rtlr-icr frrr tlrr sinrplc schizoplrl'r,n1., [.,.0,:'rir,'nltntll i]ln('ss
antl S')91, sirrril;rll-r' iljrcr'ins fol tlrr alcoholi., I f,oii,.,r*'..",1, I.lcrrrarcl
\int.t-r',onc lx fccllt knt'rr' thlt thcre 1yg1, I t,nucncl *\ ('hirr-Song, 1

nrlnr.<iillcrcnt kinds of nrcntll illncss, rvhilt lacrlth l.lrtnrring ('onrnr

t2!i, arrccd u'ith sctking ps.r'chiatric t .tr, I tqO:; Lcnrkau & ('roccl
n'ht'n onc hls stlungc idcas or bchrrvcs oclclli. I li ,h.r. stutlirs, norlc r
Higlrtr'-ninu plr('r'rrt srri,l tlr,._r' tvorrltl car. fo,'I i rh.,i, sxntl)lcs xs i(l(
a nrrntall_r'ill nr.,mbcr of thcir fanrilv at honr, I,;hizo1,hr.nicasnrcntall
if;l"doct-or.._ttrg.rlgh-t it ri-or.rltl not bc hlimrfril ,u ! .,,, thm 6i/o ts icluntif
thc patit'nt. I lhrenic as mr.ntall-v ill

Social distance qucstions clicited that 819, I Dohr.nl'.ncl & Chin.
of thost-- intervicrvcd rvcrc u'illing to rvork liri I ,s thrn 63/o as ident
a formc'r nrcntal hospital paticnt ; 517c, i,, I r*t.ff, il].roonr uith hirrr;anrl 6Sfl . to s'ork in & r'rrul.ri I Of rnc ninc strrdies rt
hospital. \\-hcn askcd ii thel-knnv anlone rh,, I llta bctl-ccn 1960 ar
\yas or had been mcntall-\' ill, 6i7o repli,,l ! i;cntz, 1969; Elinson e

afhrrnrtivcl-i' , vith 2ic/, rt icrring to relirtivt. ! II.ntal Healtlr Plannir
and 10/6 to friencls or acquaintances. ! Lemkau, 1962; Lemkz

In 1967,.Eclgerton ancl Rcntz (1969) sur11f$lrclean, 1969; ]Iei"er
veved a randonr sample of 96C adults from tr,' I ,ltdiaha, Lafave, & RveVecl a ranclonl sample ol 9OU adutts trom t$ri I,:tdtana, Lalave, N -t'

preclominantlv rural counties in North Can, li.ss than 73lo as rvill
lina. A 970/6 response rate rr.as achier.ed. lloi. | -rtntallf ill and trvo s

than i5/" of the re-rpondents oplrostd the idr, I r.illing to do so (Edg
that little can be done for ntental illncss o: l ildirhl et al., see Foo

ihl'. a i:-:.:nl-l:ilr' ;ll p. i.:j1 a.ii: ii',-t,r Lr: no:;t::. ii ri,lalcil, rac.ltrrar l

and health-r' again. Sevcntr'-fir-e percent dis i ',htionships of fenril-r

agreed that ferl' peoplc u.ho enter rncntrl I ,ualified and too conlpl(
hoilritals (\'cr l(Avc, rrhilr 65fl frlt that rn0': J ::ctell in a sirrrplc stat
dischargccl mcntal patic'nts \\'otild l.nake a goo,i I ludies sholl at least a

adjrrstnrurrt lo thr colrrrrnrnit-\ . Alniost eter\ I he prrblic of n fotltlt r ttl
one intcrvicl'cd thought that mental illnes,) ! ltctive flnlil.r' nrclrlbel
\r'as an illness like anr- other, u-ith 87y'6 agrec' '! :ticction.

ing that a gr(at dci.l ian bc dorrc to pinent i' ! The orrl-r- trto stttrlit

In rcsponse to social tlistancc questions' 88i I rq;1 dealing $'ith the:

of thc rc'sponrl(nts \\'(rc *'illing to rvork *'irl I IdlerLorr' 1()7|;Crocctt
sorrr(onc riIo hac] lrt.t.n nrentailt ill;6i%.,' i :onal confisttrLLiorr c.rf

rent him an apartment; 5i/o, io .oo,-tt s'itl I 'iudy.of the attittrdcs. <

him;41/6, tc, ionceii'e of tuirlitg ittlove rvit| ; 'ion shon'ed that E9lp

him;ancl- i2/, to rvork in a nr."'ntal hospitrl , 
t 'tlteved that thc rrrc^t

A miijurit.r' r..,f thc,sc t*.rtr.rt..la"i;,t ""i'ot'li ]]m p,optt i*1tt"i.,"t
c.ir.t.'nr,.rril,l hoilrirrrl. as si'rilar to prison. i! "ho arc nrtntall-v ill r

rr:jccterl tht' 1rrol,r,.ition that thc-r' rvcre t0'r{ ,D. Svdi"l,". }1. G. Lrl
,,'rn.g. lraticrits rlrrthcr thln ctirr paii.nts..tl fF.r,.rt"'i.-.""i'ltr,"i.li,".l*
disagrcttl that little c1rulcl bc clone for nlcntrlli i '"conmtrnit) rlcll'iti"rrsdisagrcttl that little c(rulcl bc clone for nlcntrll'{ { I"conmttnitl rlcll'iti"rrs

hosl,ital palii:rrrs crcept cnsurc thcir corlfort ; .fit '|,,:]llil,l',\'.'1:,1:,,'::l

a,nd g()()d fet:rlirrg. I",rlgtrton anrl Ilc'tz inter- I .,,*^,1. U;]i,,,;;ii.i,..i i,,,t,;,



f .Ulr.r rr,r r ,\1,,i,, , - .. 1r
l'r ('ill)tJ \'. | , .r. , 

rlJl'L1J,'l'l '1'l"i;l l-5 i''\l' '\l'':'1'1, ll'j''"'i'):'l':i 
.j

ii,it#i|ili.:liii:,-:fl'i];:I:,,.;ii]i.lll.,i,l,]J,.li|};r;i],,,,,,,.,,i)o,,,||,)'.,,,i:,

:tu.:i(:tj;l'.;1111i'.'.,sF''i,jJ'i.l:;l;:,l;l;r;]i.,:,i;";||;,,,l,;,;,

;ll'l;ii;lr;'.iii*;..]ii;'':'*,|J...i:lll;ii|i]iI'i,T,i,::.j:!:!,:,|(,illl,j,:j,.i'll

n*'p: i #u1*ii'litiinii{t' Ifr #ri ;i :4[ti jifi r* i,ir!i!,,r,x
'.':*r"lrli i';i';'l:'*ir"r:)ifiilf*i##[*,*',,a+#i'*iJi].i,{ 

'tli#[i iltrf I l+il ;','ry;ii*ffi;:':?# rnffi,4{il ii,'i:::::;!!l',,ii" :;ii,;;ii'lha'[ 8,, lffir':'ii''T'f ffi -*r5i*rli 
,',,:.1:,:':}i,fr,,'l',;ifil#i'!ff,.1i,,[1;,il;;

;#::, j,i[r;K : ::r:i 
*'|lf :: 

:.,N,."'f]i]irif=*il*,i,.., d a. Ac

[n*d*ffi;u""i; fir';n';ffiFrj,ri
il*1,',,,,*id*ir,t,,?!i,h:ifl#;':m;;;;;; l,,.ullii.i,"s ,hai ,r,. 

",."i"rr. i,, :, :i;c
;li''iJil" i,.y'ii:; !1i,::'i,,i_,, l1ll;,j: il1T::"rfi;,;'*i:,;:.;;#*ljl1,ii;
l*ii: I;t't]1,].,lH l*im ?;".:d'ru:,,*,,**i,gi:i."nxJt; :i,:,r:
:1':::::; ; ',a;of,u"lt;:l:{ili:"'"? $ i',"ll;-ilT; iitli;:ld'r:1iff:l':l;;Jl;:,i,lli,:: ..:;,i)e''c'i: ' I rprrcd, ...:l,l:....:, !n rhn';,:...'i,,i,,,:.'i; I ji:: 

11., :".i.t.ntir. 
*1116.'sirrpl, 

,-,1

ftt,' i ,;:ltill,"":,liii]i..r;*:*,1,:: t*: fi;r*;,:::;*:;'i.ii;,,ji.:,1;;,., 'ihat mosr I iJetetr';n o ,in,p,t."r;;;;il1';;lr:essccl conr pu[.,Jic"6;, - ""'''r' \'/ an "e'rer'plr.: ,.i rlrc

;::j*l i il#llli rcast as much accept:i;.:'i1: {i#!!"";-11.;i:l'i.,i;:',fl;.iili1,,..:.,,i
:l :,;:l . 

j ,;o-l,i. 
"i1",:;:i.::,i:,iil.i:l::?ja^ce 

b.\ ii;;'il,,,J'Jl';,T.:;l:,,,1:";:.1.T'iL.,.r.,,.,i.

iifl 
'f iili!i:"':'' "*"'r"''" iniir;;';;.t ,*,t** :'fi;:l',1*i '.];;j'ilj,;,.lii;n',,, 

: 
,3

event it :f The onlr- t*-o qr,rrlir.. -^ r.,- _ r ,. , ro.:iil';;:i :"11 
:L.rai nit'asurL' $'ith,.,r., .rirr

ii:ir i i,,'#iliH:ri*.ftiiili|illii :r ild;lj:::il ;,r,]ii+:* .::'l
'pili I ifri;;il,ii *;rp i;i*::ii ilrf t il.:F-.iL::t:: r i;*;'i1:[f ,li, 

ir ] 
-

* *i f X-*[Ti:ii*#"F;li,:,iii',r:i",,i fii#',tni::'il::i:lill' " r'"'p':"''

::r:,j; I ,;il,fl.-1 
that thl,li3;il"i,t*,;:'il":t-",,j ..,J"x',,,ii.]",ll,l,l,,l"ii'l'iil"il,-:11,,::,,i:,, 

:::i1T;li iliffilJf lll. 
u'.',"il,i.irr'.""ii"'il"liil'j Irancuso's --o". '"i','iil"ii,.'i.ll,,;].1"i:'.,i,',f

:;;'i;{l \a,. ,n.nt",ili'l;"''* y:jnl,*:*i 
|f,ii,ti"i;l:l:;llil;lu;liiii;;:1i;,ii:l

:::$,F;#:.J,l':f:,il,.l;,,1'i.i;i,l,il,1i;"f;;i;1t":, l,'" ;jii.";i':,(rr'o.r''il!''')(i & ('rri.'S'rrrq' ir)i;f;
nent,,iiil i **,,,",i,i',;lff,lljfi-:;il',:i:.:lr*i;iil,::l:::lll 1e60; \\-,c,,r,,,; ljlt,l;.I'r'-'c.,,in 

\ K,rss.,r.ri,i',

llli::l'i :::,i i;:ffir;ri:i;:,:i:rl;j'i}.'*,1!rylf1 ;,',T."i,:l' . ,,, , r ,,,i,,,,io:, ,rr ,,,,r, r,, ,inter | -ten^ch Cu,r,,rli',,,,"i,.-1 
rLu{r'\ t't lt l'rcttclt llr(l,ll.ll- 

',.J.f-ttt 
l)L.l -l : 'rli i'\:.llllii)iltitr:t .f .lrl_', .r.t,,""'' J 

,,oun.,. u;;;;l,ii.i,.:i';:l[:'l;;]1,,* f.r eti'ric r,;rck- l'he.r.slr "ri,, ,.r.:,..;,1,ii',r ,,.:.i ;.. t.,,rrti.ru

| 
_......r.. r, r .uJ, 

anrl Cro,clti i. .,. 
1,.,,, ,, ,f'i. .,,,.1, ,l . _, r.,l



l!\ ',lr( .;l:.-ll,'lt ,ti lll,t slt'r:'lltl ltt' lrtt'|itllizt'tl
tli.l it,,l i.l,rrtifr tltc }rr'ts,iils r.s lr,itt{ tllet"tltllr

ili 
..:.r:l,iir 

.1. \[r1.t1.,., 1();(). l\. lit] l'" 
'l'his i:

tt.ji..:,'.ilir lr"c" Ilori!'\'.r. lll' il't\l3l \\'or(lill{

t',i thr' ,1:islirrll N.LS "'l-hL' tloctol tokl thrrt

ht tol,l,i itl l':rll{t' f()i' i() {() 1o :l Stlrlc ll}('ntill

hos}ii.11 or th:rt . ct)uLl kt'tir '- - llt
htli:t riilil thrt ht'Noultl lti-r.lll{t'ftx ll sl)ccii}l

tii..;i.ol rlllrl lltlrst' to tolllt\ llltd st'r' htr' '"
It is.liillir:lr trr lrtlir'r'c thrtt shttl ii do'tor tflls
vir'.i Iit,tl r frrnlil-r' t.ttattrLr.'r shoultl Lrt' st'ltt tcr

:r s:,r,..' lrtittrrl hosiritrll thllt thc f.rnlilv tlt'tltl:cr
is n.r: l iing hlrtlctl ls nrctttrrll-r' ill' \lort' so

si:^,i,1 rr r..lri.triiv trf this Pt)Plilirtion hrld allt'rrd-v

itl :t li :;rrl si nriir l sl lllPt t-rillil I ologl ir' thc S tir r

-i'l$:i.s l1^i iilr'lltrll illncss- Sr'rch clislortioirs ancl

hr'.l\-\- rti;:u1ir- oI1 d:}ti] otrtrrinctl in thc 195(ls

{Culii:lir::: & Crrmnings' 1957; \unnall-r-'

lqcl', i.,1.,)r ihc rcltort.
Tl.ir 3ss.rt;olls stlggtst an r'indt-rh'ing

s:r'::tis.: rhrrt thcrr- is rcallt no sllch thing as

n,t :,'1 iii:,. ss. Lr'.rr thlt thr-rc is simplr- dtviant
i"llr','ii'::, 1'ht irlrplicalion is that nlcntal illness

is: ::.-'r:il"- inr'.-ntt'd or "lln-lhic" categor-\-: an

i.iii::l;)i io appll a nledical model to $'hat are

r:s::.i::.' 11 i- sociological phtnourena' S tildits of

;ii,::::ir't tlliurcs rr-ftltg this point' Ps-r'-

c:,..r:.: i..:'!.:i-ior oficn gots tlnpunishccl becau'ce

i:. .. :':'.:l::ctl thet it is nol volr'tntarl'behavior'

l':-t.':'':'.:'-l''l of nrintal illnrss is far flcrrr llting

i '-: i-r:r\- ancient in \\'e-.-qtern culturc, dat-

.-l iiont cla-.sical times. Thc t1\'o to\\'cr-

:l:r:is of the lliddle -\ges, '-\lbcrtrts
:: :: r-i hi: stttcicn t Thcnlas .\cltiin a s, both
'- ili,: sr-nlptonls of \-arious ps-r-chotics','- ili,: s-r-nlptonls oi \-arlolls ps-\-cnotlcs'

:,-,: '.hat- alrhr..,r.r3h such persons nlight

..;,.i irr-rcn'ali, thr-ir reason n'as inlp'aircd'
,r-:.,- no'L distingLiish right from \\'rong,

: :lr-r' cor-ild nr-.rl bc held lcgall-r- c.rr

: :.'i;ari sil..ilc for thtir action s (\l ora,

lr '.,:s not uniil thc cmergencc of in-

, ,-..',itali-rrr that this concePt of the

-,. "t a sptc-i:1\ kirid of deviancc, not

:,' ,lirccf social sanciion, bcgan to be
t.' ,.1.all,.ngtrl 1.,-r- spt;kc.-'tncn of thc ncrv

.'::.,, of cntre-i)rt-ritrlr-.. It $'r-rrllrl 'stttl-t,

.".:, ;ir;rt a sotial ca'rtgorv funr:tir.,r,all','

::..: i(.1 ritLntal illncss lrrcrlates l''r' ccn-

. ": l:r'rrlal hr-'alth m'.'r-tmLnt' 'l'hlij it ij
..i i:,:ri attacll; tn noll][-n(]lirturt' r"it]r-

..ri: .;i:rti allrl fIIrrr]llI:,r itt ;'-l rtrt',tttiit"'t'

tirt. .f srtr.it,lr. ,,1. j1,i11.;r.:r,{l krrol.letlgt, $j111

signilirirntlr rrltt t' llrt :,rt ill rt'rtlit-l' o[ thr'
tllclltitl illttt.:t's.

\\'c ttse tltc ltrttt "lll('lltiil illtrcsses" 44.

visc,lh'. f ltrttrrl ilint.s lts strtll is Lttr ab511.l:-

tiott. :\ti o\'('r\\'lt('llltilrg rrrajoritv of thc publir

srrrvt'-r'ctl \\'L'rt A\\'rlrt'tlrlt tht'rc ilrc nlan-r

tlitl.rcnt liintls of nl('t)tlil illnt'ssts, and thii
pcoplc uith tltc :ilrlt( lttLlttitl illrrt'ss tlo no',

"t$'"-r 
t lIct in tltr :lttttc r\.ltr'. 'fltt' tiltdiriil

nrocltil nral' bc inadt.cluatc in sotnc kinds oi

r.nrr.rtul illntss. On the citltcr hancl, the socio-

logical nrodcl of sintpL: rlcr-iancc is frcqr-rentlv

cettrLllv ittlLlrlrt'ol,rilrlt, antl irr sclllc instanct:

uvulr ntorr' so tllittl tlrt lrlL rliclrl ntotl, l. \\'htth..
the cmpiricirl cottstcltttl.tces of the sociologiL

ds'iance nroclcl applitcl in frclcls such as dt-

linqucncr', crinrt, and personalit\- are s{r

startlinglv supcrior to the application of I
psl-chological illness model to clisorders lik'

nonpro.... schizolthrcnia antl manic deprr,s'

sive disorclcr is at least dcbatable.

Ferv experienccd clinical and consultinl'

pstchologists and psr-chiatrists rvould argL:L '

it.rit tt e mcclical illncss modcl is sr'r{hcitni

star.rcling alone . Fcs-\\'ould claim that adequat' 
;

etiologilal thcor'.i' erists or that diagnosti' I

obscuiity'is not cltmonstrablt-. lIo*-ever, as th' '

histor,r- of mcdicine attcsts, thesc are fatrlol'

basesirorn l-hich ttt denl-the eristcnce ofdi'
easL-. ji r.,.or"riil be tragic ii 1>.r'choi>ht-sioiogii
ps1'chophartrtacologic, and other rescarch wtr'

to be abancloncd as a logical conscqtlence c:

conce iving of mcn tal ilhresscs as purr'l!

sociological phenon'icna. Sarbin and ]lanctt:'

not onif ignore thc cumulative inlpres-sions c:

recent nrajor sturJics, br'rl also tl.re efforts r:

man)' sl atc lrltntlLl health planning cottltttt'

sions, statistics on volr.tntar.r' hospitalizrtin'

outpatic.nt services, thc elTect of the psl'ctrt-

pharrnacological dnrgs. and historitrl chr1s1.

in g.ntr,,l. The rtsult is that inrPortrnt,br:'

arguablc opinions are prcsentcd in suclt '
,r.,,inn., as lo crcatc thc illusion that thcl' at'

cstablishtcl facts.

It is ironic that at a time rvhtn virtualll'll !

d;ttit lrrrirtt to tlrc ntt rl fur rp3ltiple uto'.lcls f''-

un,l.r.rttr,,ling llrt. r'lrri,'t-r of Irrt'lrtal illncssc'

a 1rl,ra sh,rtil,l"bc :Lrl','anccil fuI. ,.g"*tlon.to 1l
orle r..inrlrli1rc<l ttrritarv nrotlcl of social der-ian4

Sriclr ovcrsillll-rlillclrtion rttns c')tlnter to t"'

rrrrruntitrg rlirtlt frr,nt sr.lcli cliverst sotlrccs lr:

..'l|(rl,rll(,{\ irlirl t li.lt
rrl

.,...1r,)l)ll\ -loltj'J\ itlltl Lr'
I)!lr" r

i.,.iolrUi ittt'l ttt tlt,', lt' tl '

,,)d Oljillll( llll(lltlll)t llr)1il

,\s tlrc I'lrt ttltls cxte g(Jll

- -r,.rrl:rl illttr'*s rttr'5
JS lrr(r'tu'

nrodcls tttl-r'lr,: fctttlt,l ttt

fnt nr( llllll illncsst s' Jt st'r

.uciitl tlt'r'irlttc;' Irtorlel rr

rlith all clsc cliscarclccl

interPrise. "
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""A, th. \'itriotls cttegorics wu llo\\ tlcsignatc
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EDITOII'S NOTE

The follorving discussion b1' Theodore R' Sarbin and James C'

I\{ancuso was p;epared at the requesl of tire Editor'


