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I

ulusm yes

read Coln Jd

in it weren't al-

arnarv0n,

teacuerg an,l schgol dlstricts had not been

_i g! siG r.e.-d !.f-de ; : ;a i
"8ut the core curneulun:. aicng wi
{provincial iearning assessrnent I

tle back- to. basics

Deveiopment), has made teachers teii un- One teacher, who did r:ot wish to beeasy. nalr€dl'siid tegehers were bepinE qi
"The core curriculum was a governrnen- [€!3-U$-sft!C&q[-qf beinc.liredtairiecree," : C..qlo,l.Uelntyr-q, elemenirry teacher at
However, Carter seemed to think .rhat rhe l3l*l .fggg+tt lrlolt,cakefhe_core

;:#J,"JJj.o:,.1n01" 
more o\nica'y @k-responsc to a

.,It ,+as a respcnse to a staremJh! irom ,,{l iljl true tlartc[!{1gg are not lealp-rL;lryurc ru q irdrcrrrrg{ lrurll - r -- ":: :-.:- ':I" :::::::-:r srE .rw! rcqrl|-
tearbe:s alC fir,rn the pubiic tilit ttrev t
wanteisci]:edirectian,,'iartersaic..\'lwspcnsibility..tsutlhei;fthercu'':ii".'i.i*.'.toint@'ia.,
areas prom:sed in tbe guiCe has nct biqn $nen asHed aboui'$is concera, Carter
done io the extent rt ihould frane Uejn sai,.il.,,The pubiic debate (a ycar agor pru
dore.,, Carier admitied. n vldec ,_ne research base.

. Last year Fre.nc!, rin. 1t:l:rlllll t.\ i, 
' 

#t 1H- ffl ,ff.t;ill*:;'nil, 
i: ting anC speeial edueation were acknowl- \i:"*,?

ec'ieo btihe .i,i.rtl.i'**i;i;i;;;;i '9I'i"*nhieal statement that there are
areas in the core anc w,iiJ pi.'li,:fi d ;i} fffi ifiry:|{ions 

of cuniculum per se and

futureconsideration. pat.Brady, president of the BCTF, said"The hoped{orcurrier:Iun lortlre atypi. that atthoujh i; hrJ ildL on the corrcal iearner has not been done ar all," cah- curriculum'as 
"r.prrit*liiue, he had re-er said. ceiied lelrers frorn il;ie";t ,,more than

. "And the possibilitv that the core currie- one districr', ;-il;;il ;iiety alout theuiura has caused a severe shift in the arts current "centrallzed" trend rn edueation inprograsr ts being examined by the Cana- B.C.

By SABAFIJANE GROWE
Ti* core curricuium has been mandnto--l

]rppf, hr:t rreiihpr fl"eehef$ nOf e{irrr.gtjqn
oificiais

but n*b*dy knows l$ !t works

- Ai irorst. it has damaged teachers' mo
rale.

,'*Tih Carter, assocjaie deputy minister of
€ducatirm. cr:Cirmed that there has been
no evaiuaticn rlf the ccre curricuium,
, .!chn Church, assistant director of pr"ofes"

$rr;Nr) {ovglspry;rrnt at the Britijh Coiumbia
Teachers' !ederaiion, said,,,I haven,t
heard mucil. it's a non-issue this year.',

And David Kandal, president 0f the Brit.
lsh C"riunbia School Trustees Associaiion,
gald, "Th*ie has heen an opporiunity for
respcnse but we have had no ccmpleints."

The si,ence is not an indleation of setis_
fa c'.ion.
" "The eore c,rrrie uhrm has nrade teachers
paran'.iii," said John Nolan, an eiemeniary
teaclrt'i at Caiiiarvon c0mrnunity sclrQoi.

rprovrncial iearning assossment program) mq9fir€$14-edcglgg_Ec]rluqh a functron
and BUiLD (Buildrng Unity Into ianguage o{ine_U4fm4efgr_egt stlgCtion,*

dian Association of the Arts but this. I must
be honest, was not initiated by us.

"lt has no officiai sanetion from the
ministry yet but support fcr it is being con-
siriered by the fine arts advisory commil-
tee."

B.C director of curriculurn development
Bruce Naylor said an expansion of the
health core eurriculum as-well as a new
French core curriculum will be ready in
Sepiem,ber.

- Naylcr said Nick Ardanaz, an expert in
lar:guage instruction from Montreit. tra,
been hrred t0 $evelop a French core curric-
ulum for F ru.neh.speakiug sturj.:nts.

"Thrs is drrended as a third French cup
riculum augmenting the French imrnersrcrn
for a.ngiophones snd the regular French
taught a; a second language," Naylor ex-
pramed. I

Bnth Sayior and Kanrjal confirmed that

Iiar |a; said thc BCSTA has asked for an

:y^1i:$j:l Ji th e.eore concept bur has
'lea rn$<i :c ha ve a degree of pa tience. " -
Naypr said he ihought it was too early
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Hs ffid-$ e&mffikeryffins' gwfu
"' The 5un"s article, The
Core Curricutrum: expedient
imtitics? (lfarch 2, 19?T) and
other articies and letters
hate contributed to a lively
debafe on educational poli-
c:'. and this debate has
rr.list'd lhc lcl'cl of conscious-
n t: ss c.rf pardn ts, tru stee s,
teachers. students and the
public in general about edu-
cation.

lt is uclq$u-nalc*ho-uever, that
r, r yaggf 

. I h e* caJn.aecnlatnis_J.Ee
UBC e:lucation prt,f n
I,*rqgi-iqn and J;lnc Gaskc'il, l'rave

'::ilo *,,r I.ti !:"q!dg._ars_nS!! bc
r.rprlglqd ^f irvrii l,cudt,rrrii.{. to rJc-
t{ r ,..::'(' (.\lrilli. riJiiit ii .liilffinr '--Tt_ "nr |,,_ltr 

_1. ':.s(l;llii--.J tn..t_l_lrr.irrt II;rrl
lftt.i r1'r:,,r' s{r tlit'_r. 1i.<r121{ hitVC
f':rirlri ilr;rl lj:q: inin:str',v has srtverr-
;rl ril' tl:i: r::liles tlre-v" raisc v,ell in
h u nel.

lf ith the extepilr,n of ihose subject areas
uhiih have tr.e:r delegated to the local
bcards of sehrc,l tr:.rstees, the responsibility
for vhat is taught in the schools of British
Cr,lunbia .ests E'ith the rninister of educa-
1r*n and rr.rth the leqjslalure.

{irntrr'tl {}!{'r ({i'i(,atirin Cr.x.S llCt rest uilh
tr''ulirt'rs c1 1;1o{"r'..rl1.:_. o{ t'riucat jon. Thcir
r('si){)ltllijiliii ;: 1{_r lji:,,.!1(.atc. l{) ffca}lD-
nilld. trt tls:i t.tr.)i; lcal-tii;:g ntal.ertal anrl
flrale(ic,s for tcllh:n:l * noi 1o decidc
ir liaI rvi]i ]rc iau;hi T]i;rt is the respon,sibil-
ili' of the ek-',rted rf:rf5cj.:1ali\.es of thc
tl.;bljc. In a dt'ni,'r :'rl .. r'i\ iiian conl.roi ot
educalion is i n'lpr:il a:: i.

{g!|rgrt_lS_$s-Je{: ql* truqrson and
Ca:h-elJ, tht,re Jl.;r: .!.'^-f n no "razzle-da?lc"
!rr.|re curriculunr. Thr,,:-q, is rrq nredia nubljc
rr'Jatlons campajJn. ]1,,s1 jf rirrl all nelrspu--=-_..-"."".'_
ijers carnefl an afcurti*-' c0nclse ne\r.s ac-
gr3.ir-,-I[ry.Lg:.gila si i ail. A snrall birr.,k-
It ; Calle{l bodls tr.'r a ( '.r(. Cuiri0Ultirn u u-
pFpa roqf a n,ITitnri F,,| Firiliru_-in r n 5ir r

txTloTui-iTilTt'm-Tlie rli5ttc-in?-dr.. i,u.-
s:r,n-h-asl6ilir sehrrrl i:.r' schsrl across
l.lrrs pror.ince uhere par*nls and teachers
a:"e dcbating is:uc,.-r:t education and not
simpl3 the parcnts' roic in hot dog sales or
Sir0rts d3) s.

Lasi Oliolrcr. schrioi drstricls u,ere a.rke<j
t,r r-'r'ra;ilze l,-rral progr:rnls. ]linistr]' slatf
a\'r\lcd in preparing tire-.c bv atienCirlg
llliife than dU nteetings in rsrjuus parls oI
the Ur01 1Pta.
'- l'he ronrujtat.rie irl'ogratn has bec:r e.r.-

nrinislry polic.v. b1' aroirl;nI the legislation
r'f a spt'eific curriculurrr. rlrseh' contends
lltct prngrarn5 5fi1rr1lr! h,: {Lst,ri upon thc
" lt':r rrring rrt'ed.i nl , lt,, .l rrrlt,[ls. '

ecili'nt in rnlst school dislricts. One clislnct
;ilt,rrt: distributffj ::tj.txxl copies, another ar-
ranged {or copies in several languages. The
process continues. Through this the public
ha-* hs6 a chanee to rcact to profesiional
educators, initiatives and, on the basis of
t h a t invol tcrnent, their clected represen.r a-
lilcs will bc in a position to approve a cur-
riculum.

'l'hr-' (irlls brxikir.t rlrilincs sin:pl.r. tlrc
skilis and knr.irllt:dge "'geiterulil,. accep!:tl
!s iurtrJaitrr.nlal or b;rsic to lhc ciiuralir_rn of
;rll childrt,n ancl l ou.ilr u.i1hirr the pror iilcc.','l'hc t rr'(' currir.L:lutn rr.hcrr in lrlale ll'ill nut
lr| lht' trrl;,1 |clu|at:on l)ro{t.iillt. ,\s the rnin-
isilr' I.roirri.rd oul rn a Notcnrbcr J9?ti policy
statcntcnt, lhr:rc js t.cr.l. trruch nrorcl

By
Y$slter *tsrdwisk

The x'riler is depul.v ftlinister oI educa-
tion lor British Coluntbia.

'l'he cole curricu not say hotv

rng to prevent teachers engaging in

tfrlsir'(,s $ atlt t.o ntakc dr,t'isit
sLlrnpirut lhat therc is ir "l'r'st
cri 0ne to It-arn. i)crh:rpr thr'

challcngr:d"

The prot inre is headed. thc critir.s ieli us,
fur large-scale slandardrzed tests-..where
te ar,.hers *'ill be prcparing their studeRts to
nrr'norize tllour:tains of data, much of it
trir iai. * hich ri,ill bc forgotten u.ith.in
tr et,hs. "

Thrs is palenllJ. lrot tire case. Standanj-

tJnfortunately some
teachers and trustees
Want ta make decisians
on the assumption that
there is a "best" way for
everyone to learn.

It
ized testing is being confused sith the Pr$
r-ineial Learning Assessrneni Prcgran
(PLAP}.

The assessment programs pror.iie l\e
rninistry wi'ih reiiable data on the strens:its
and weaknesses of provinciai piogranrs
and general performance of students in the
province. Learning assessmcnt lli.og:.amg
are being adrninistored at grades {, }i, and
l? Inol eler]' grader in such arcar a. lln.
guage. mathenalics and social sludrr;

'l'he results of these permit the min;.try
to do what ir is charged to do undt'r the act.
namel.v. to hale the essential injorm;:ion
for the preparetion of new pror.;ncral cur-
rieulum guides and resource n:atrrials. ior
the allocaiion of financiel ard l-iuman re
sourres, ;rnri lor ttr,-. impioletnent of lt ::cb-
t't' etiut'el iur; p:rilrt:: :

l:t brr,lrl l('r::t:. thr, asse:: :llrli i)i.l-
Sfrrtt-\ Sr\e thc orclje.,r' of eduu:rr,,;.r,9
JX)rl{rrn}at)r'{, iir;r.i. jir :o cJoilg, ir-:::t l..rg
ntirttsll'1 rrr l,rt.i11{ ar'cuuntable {r; :,;r,. t, ,;1.

i u {.uf c.

l'her j aui.rrablc re-,ults dernr;ri \:f :rlr.,l in
the grade { reading atsessrufi:t prlrf;ram
are important in-fornration. Last ,r.ear the
ministry had maini.v sr.lbjective ia.pres-
sions of educational per{ormance: thls 3 ear
better information ig available for the llutr
lic and to the legisfature.

'ILc tests do siiol' that chililier: ir: :rtrrc,l
distljrts rrilere there are rnany ii:atjran-.
taged fanriiies did noi do as weil as chtji:-en
in oii:er disirlcis. Lazcrson aid Clrsile.li iell
the reader: that the ministr-r. "has cht:en to.
supprels ti::s. lirei-eb.v prc., eit!lU ir::" L,:cs-
sure from building to in:p:ot e leanl:;:; ,.,.,,ri-t

drtir"rns .in these poorer distrir.ts."
ilad thc piirfeilors conttcii:rJ lilr n,.;:r,,,-

lr]'. read lhe pre ss, atterrr.k.d louri lr,r,rtt,
rrrgs, or the trrinistr.t's rej'.:lar n-]ti.l:,r:s
\4ith the BCl'l' and tsCSTA. thei u,ruid
hale knorvn that our fieid sen.ices tilr.:sir,:i
rs preparing a proqrant r:f support for tho:e
verl' districl s rr bere perf c'r.nr;ince g.as
lorr or thalt t,rp,,'e icd.
. St l; i,-,1 tii:l:'jt.l t,iij..,r.i-- n:::l:-.:r.! prir{rt
ltcl anrl educaiir:;rai i-esearclters are ali i;; -
r uli ed. Ti:t' rnii,l.lr3. be lier es t!:lr:. :.he pril-
cilJe rf cu ii lri eu:.uti i,tnrl c,itirotu::il-r' uraj
tiul:nri tht, .i:rr er:ltcril oi t::ole re5jturces
in ter::rs of ilci:uniel and finance in these

Sone ueakri0sses in lechnique ai the
grade 8 ievcl"irere revealed jn tbe Lnllrih
cornpositi,y{ lt,s1:. If !}:e r:r;t.ics harl r*:ad
tht, repgfi. p|ty:l|rrl b.1' a c{,ntri{.i i1,ilt.!tclrcrs and lrut:t thi,l;rt lrltr lrI lhe L';tircl.tlr ,ri \':t i,r

s on thc as- t'ii.1.".frrr,.\ u r)l, j(i 113\ e !'u;:tl I l,r rcr.r,::t;::..,)-
diifiurts t(' illtpil,\'e prograrns nnd o{,:.f,)rnt-

,a zerso n- n('e itt this icrcl - rnany of r',.llich are
beirLg uctt'd upurr
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:il[; 
parrrcuiarty ia the seconrlary

...I{ol'ever. tle delegation. of responsibility
l,1l l"t:ur rneant to be a ilcence for the in-
l:itr,* reacher to deeirte *fr.,t **frrrifteactr the basic skills 

"f "*.Oing-o, "riiing]rven,in electire courses tne core skill5 s66
f_ou:|nds" are necessary ..toois ior unJer]standing.'.

W44

ji::::i'i,

i:::i::.:

iii:,:, .

DEPUTY MINISTER WAITER HARDWICK:,,Civilion control I-*;";::"

, r I J:[l fr:T"'.'. i""H:. :,l:J.:ie s s ors th a t

tr ave, Ji<lrs oi;il il :',;;ilXT .:fJ,tiftil:lrne obvious bias of their p"Su 
O ua,.i;-:.-."

. ?he critics sa!. that t
1s lslerrir ir,. """Ji *-.ir;jfiH'ffi
i.iX'ff t;:lj:f;X #, T i-q 1r,"1" a g,i i
r t prescrl4s s,:o r*T'litl*; Ifi j::,I,;j

iy : fr tii,rH: ::t' :,i H* ;Jir r:
il:.}# .fi:,xx,il:Tffi ;d ;;;;;';;

Further. the ministn. j

rfi ff JH, :[ 1** jjrry:" ;:'Tr, I;?
g:1T', "'9, "i";:;;: ;; ;-i;:f :*#-ar]'sehool, on learninc Oisalifitji!, ani,u_Irne. progre-rsion of stride
ondrrl.schoor ro,no *orfil..llm the sec-

rlliili :Jiy 1, ,:it,,; ::i: ,tl:,,|:..'

tiii:itil|i '.'l,i,r i:{ ; 
:;,11 1;''";

i*:,, j:'l;, i.l,i Xi, ;;';i., \::;,; i: 
j,,: 

1,,11
::::lilst ,$ 

i'ir adnrin jsrraror(. rt,achciraird ilte public across rhc

ii il i{ilr',,r l,'*ril ;i :{nl iir
f:-q:,1 rld- crcarion of an ..educariolal
mystrque" from which tire puUirc is e.rc":uO-

*j:^*:.rl opponenfs of tle eore curriculurnnale beea-.describing 
1 

..ue rlei.; foff;"'Det$'een !'ictoria and t,

:i:,r11; ;.';li *i fn:l{Iij:illir;
pf i :: *# ii",:, t" Tii:* rir#l
l,,lll" .,ll _cirrli( 

!jtrlrlr rr.r isj,rn ;.,,;,.,;i,,1,.l

j;;jf rl;T li i il::I,, r.' 
;;::il ;, J;l -' ;, ; i;,, ilj

:;i i;Jli ;l';.:ii ]J ;:,nt: :;l 
;; i;'; ;;, Ji

ln conclusitrn. t.t nra

n1r;ii ii1tl{ri iT !.: jr 
;: :;'ff I ir'1

illirti :;.;.'- 1{:l i.;i 
',fr 

'lll
;::l : _'lii ;;i,'i,l!;1,*51,,.,, 

u' 
" 
xsn 111xi

n l;:ll{ ::,r;:;1 
i ix-i,'# ;,:;J, :,T,.';,

Hiii: L' ii i 
:',1ffi fi i,i.'*, il1:,x,:#

",'iil?r:'*T 

n,':fiX' if.,TSli J:,i, ih,i:t

Il:'**:*1cf the goats roil ernpha-

if:"'- *:l: :d-11 "t;; i,i,ii#' 
""fiilff 

I:
H:.,.f :::, y_,u*sni, j "il; #t*";o
SgI::: d* ;;;:;;T iiji'o"ini'*iLo
i,llj"::::: i'i.1tg.'.,0. il. c.*' #r,1I
ll",r":,:19.,,:,. t u 1".rur,o^""';H.flrfJlj
a.s "to make valid i;.,, :." il ;;,:'jii' il : 3l* :,T': 

"..1 
I l,:: 

-
iA-121. and ,,iden-

tify propaganda jn material read,, rA-15).

i

ttrt.',

ii,' 'k
t;:::: ..

f'. i
t' \n,

,"r.

r 'it

i;ili:il ;',:l ;.:,:; i;' :::il',,l" lnl:,lJ1t.(.

,,,1','1.,'': 
trtrli'idttrrl .tud.i.,r r- ;:lrir 1.r,1.11-lJ.ri t):tl r. ;rl.in)itt:J-r. lr lo,l,j r;t;,r1, :.. .lc.:t.s

i:]^,-11.,",,i 
ro idcntif.,, stri(lr,nt srrq.nlrhr antl

l.:L.1l,:,."1 lo provirtc il,,, lru.is ir,j'prl,,l 
.

tr:J:..1 ollr',:i1e tr.:rcl::rl _ l,r.t utr.r.. n.ll,jed to su! _'r,st r(,nreiraj r, r,rx frl ff,o i.urifi.r.
: Tl:e l;r,: iline cf tJ;e iirt:c.le I Ii,: ..Ll haI*lj,' be l.:orrn i.rlt?.' Tl;e i;.urd:!r,iS s(,e
::.",''t..t,; : &i'1. i-:it'rr.jr:r':ir;.::jll. cL)J.rses

l::]..-t,'jr.. Su.b;9g15 (lf ii:tcrr.:i !rrrl 1gle_

,:i.,....1],",',j 
thf,r1r, r,:.t. .Il_,: i >l;,.t rr:r,'t lr

liill. i,', .j,rr' :.(.1(.!-r.n(,r.\ i,r,. r.i:i .;, r,, il;r,,e
:,'lrj,,' Irlr: corc cut-frr.ijjul)t :. 1;.jt the
l:,l,,lll]_ 

:-a:n. .rhc, 
boo!:jet maxe; rr ctear

:::;l ,',: srnror seconda:-!. schml. fnr er-Ii,ple. s.l:i0entS "C\:erd and rernfOice
::l:..|i1i. rhrou3h applicaii+n in ,r.ri oill€ie:t 6rid more adr:rnced s:ud-r

l;:,i,.,11i1. i,, :l' 1;s^r31, 
rr c c,ee r h a s. s r a red

'*i'fiij:ffiffiilfi
ln meetings with admin-

istrators, teachers and
the pubtic across tfie
pravince, officials have
been candid and frank. lf
t!1re is any dishonesty, it
is in the rise of educaiior-
al jargon and creation ofa! "educational mys-
tique" from which ihe
ntthli^ i^ ^-- t .
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DFPUTY tltNtsTER wArrER HARD*T.K: ,,civirisn 
conrror d;J;:''

i' l;ilff il"t;:;: tn" core curri ci.;!un

n*l;:t ni r,:x *illi r:i;'ft x?T:

*ffiHffi$Ii{lHi;T'., 
,hf

il:"]e' ;i: r*,i;iiffi il*,*,':n'l

ffi if "t"*,llirl1,;:.|F+:ry":lei'?g:iT', r.g u ni**tu1. on*;.i.j:ii::.i#.
ary school, on learnin( Oi.rUifiG. 

"nj'."-:li fi3:lilil.' ;{.';ililff ;1i"" i nl'' * I

l:i:i:ril i:,llfi,i,,::i; ::1: 
,tr:, 

Ti:,
;iili.lilI:ii',1,ii,;,:1: ;;,:i:l;
i::l*, j, :;iil ;l'X;;i.,I;:;;,;;:1,,: ^,;:

;,]':^., il:':, i:?'iili[: :l;_ **;i
ii|1i.,:11 il:' lf i,,, J:1 tl J; :',-_llitx}
ff f;t,: : i#Xli::, ii.;;,'.-,,:Tillffi i
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di-rtricts ,ihar-l are 10,.r.. proi rrlt,d rn the basict,r.i,rr.al:,.:: le..;,. a., i:;lr;,it, a(,ruJs ,1., fr",r.
.l i 1{.(,.

'li*ijr; 
- rrrdjvidri:il rludtlis i. i1l>(, i,\:(,u-

. : j.jl iriri 
.;. lr.inrlr,il.v t j.-,,.t,1 rnrti,,r 

'll..i,

::].:-]'l'" r'i illcrllill' \i i{i.rrr .'.,,nr'ir.- rl,,r.'.i lt) ;lao1.j,l(. th,: lr;irjs t,,r pli,lll-j riil:_j r.lir', !ire t{-ratili:i{ *- r,;O ,t.l.rc iceJ-. ed t.J _1ug. fst reireriial ",i rrrk b,v f fra t*nai"r.
. Ihe lie:,,_iline of tite ariicle i,-.itjs; ..|\.!rat
:rt.lii .i:e i:.loti:l r,,it?.. J.ie f,ruri,,rU-i,l
::^,;,.'... 

di i ir-.:. l:ir:,.t,:r,p.,::;,:;.i.o.rr.a*,
i'1rl r.tJ;r.- su!,-,6.qi; t.I j:.:crr..:'r,,,ila:,,-

i 
1 iirlr{,' l{,, i'' tlilr1.,1 11 r:l;1, l iti.L .ll,:r,rnt,nt is

, l;i",' s;:q .lrr, rt,lr !-(.j]r..r,, il; r.t;.. ,:, i,, .1t1,r,,
j. ,1rr.Jr I i, I tir, CUre eL:lftr.:;;Ut:! j. j;,,t thC

;j:::jl,l,'ll ..i:n.. .Jhr, 
bor,kier ni,k"; rr 

"tearir',(rr , Lij,. sanlnrSeCrtnijar].ir:hoOi. fnf er.
i.r,'ir,ltl; 

s: iden: s ..er 
it,:, d a ;d .*,nioi,,u

,:],.':-.1,,'. ixt-ouglt airplrcaiir:t lr areaj ol.lt:teir'_-l ir,J more irCt:rnccti s:uC-r. .

i_ i.iirl5r1;, n. ]Iinistei ltt.{teer hrs stated.1", 
- 
r.r:('(irr tltat liter{, ii ;r piur,€ ,r, ; l.riirl

lu( ' "L'c'.1 ( uursej uf sil;,1;.. t r;;i,uriur:rt;cs

f ''

A s)'slem is liket3' to be diljsive unlesS if
e{,nllnuoijslt assures diiierent groups of
p(r,,)pie - regional, eihnic, sccial oi eco.
nc.:nic * their due u.eight in the nationai
pcii:ical process.

'*f'ii,:{,,,: 
;m**ut

ln meetings with admin-
istrators, teachers and
the public across fne
province, af{icials have
been candid and frank. tf
t!7re is any dishonesty, it
is in the rise af educaiion-
al jargon and creation ofan "educational mys_
tique" from which ihe
public is excluded.

" 
-Several opponents of the core curriculumhar.e been describing a ..u.e-rhe_,,., .J*f i.ibet$een Victoria anJ rhe sehrol.. p"Lrll,

tlre.critics don.t realize tirat fire ,;r;nis;;l;
:l:.fj,i",rhe area of srhool p.;g;;;;,'il;?"
slsts l' llrge lni:UsurC of f e".t,o,l. ;;;;rdr,;lrr,)In c]lr:.frrr,nls l)r,71,111 n)():.r, lt\ r,r,f tfig1-
lr.:tlc 

lr, u;rrli, r;J:rirl rtr jsj,,r ,.,, .",,,:..,.,
;:::: ,:i:l'::lll:'t:1 ;r''lr';r'ir 'ri '..' ','," nr.,,1

:r:1 
j ii:: :{t i :.1lli . Jt.:i i ij I l;; ;l: t,jit ;.ijera(iult trnd tJt,c,i:i,,nq l-,r :,,r r,..r:rr....,r

-ln ,"t.iu'.,,,rr. l,,t r::e J.*. ,, .lnrr,nr,no o:te is "k;lijn* juJ. in tire clr-..foou:j']Llc nllntstr.\ Is l .k;lt1lh,

i:.,1,' j: i";; ;.;,.'",in; uJ,t'"ul,lii"iij;

]1n,,.. th: t)rograms to r..lt r,"',lti;; ,1,;;lrrtrt. ,1dr it.c i, Lt.irr{ glir,,} {rt} ,Lrclt ln;rt_
-],,:i:. ::- i-, ",]rt la ngur;.,.. ph"i :r cr I ri trer..
;;;:;fif l":i;ta.tton 

ancr rtre p.oL,rerns- oi

_.Ii'henJhe eridence is in. the core rril bepu.t in place. curriculunr rer.jsir.,,n 
".if 

f crn]trnue. 
,teachcr training n.,ight Ju.t 

-tc 
i,,l-proved. and districts tlrat

j':]l .? r i*t edL,c, i ion;fffff,iil?J;t ;::tcnLled arross lhi. lJr0r inue.
Is t.hal gilitical c.ipctiienc.r. t,

OCltCer .- rr{ 61e. ,u...
u ork at :1.unrrr,r.i.lil,ir",lii il:,i; ;iti.
rient person. If 1.oLi make the'rr.ro:g sizL
nanourger, l.ou get fired. It is a smooth-
runniug nrachine that tire arm,v siloulrJ cm-

sion and Telecomrnunications L'0mmrssron*
()ou rcmember thcrn . they're the
&g$?'s who are responsible flr the curient
Icvel of our teievision pnrgramm.ingJ has
called for submissions regarding pay tele-



ffic#ffi&r s*ys fiffire w$,mry.fumq,$*"ryd
,.;{1i$, g", ,*,J.,qk &s,877 ,1 Anorher ",4 #1,;:;t tl;:b-,ac.lu#t*;i''i-'-, f,rfr"*ro n,
F"r'jI'feachersdon'tgetthenno'or*.Ftheteachiny'ufFr.tneh..-he
i'hn\"+p taken the fruit lron the apple "Thcrr/ore tu o nlhcr f rertrtentlj'recur- FqtJfiAtF6d * ilEflsfr:lia-nfu-L{"
ArtdJr{tustochec.ontheeore! rrng su&{,'str,ins," hc sard. "'fhe first had poirrl.in4 out that r.rnll arrral't' chrlr,lrt'nAnd Jt:ft u.t fo rhe*'on the core! rrng sua/estr,.'ns," hc sard. "The first had prillfing out that onl-"- ar'r:ragr' chilrJrcn

to,lo lith strcnglhcrring and expanding u@uq__to do lith strengthening and expanding?ftey.s*.vit*asEva'spickingapp|estodol.lthstrengthenlngandexpandtng@us'
That led ta God's ,xrath and much more. the gdals in particular areas, notably men- T.he goi'ernment u as als* c:"iiicired fr,r
If she got atrj that far one apple, tallnd phlsical health, economic educa- not distribu'tilg the booklets u'iciell enr:uq.h

ldcGeer shouid get bis far one cort,! fi. consumer education and career coun-
lling." he said. "These areas are

B,v K{RE.l\}i I{AANGLE ready under study by the ministrY.

d the cover.pf / "The,second was in the,fie]9:l:f-i:::
tr,;affi.-/arts,where.some.respondents^ulY9djh|1
-ex"*- '' F;;uiil;:;/ yore inloof,!!l? * ?lj1'l':1-!l!l:i::19

tp-5c:ers- in tl:;-s- pr-orince ie.el.-at?eut t do make some reference to this {ield, but itleac-ers ln tn;s pro\-ince 1q.91 3Ds!Ltlte :" ''
:-::"-'r : :;'-- i- :,--; , , l ,- has not been interpreted as being accordedprc:jxcliij-gqrelni!,e.nls p.i2nnFq eore -(Fr- l.-;,_,--.xuificient priorily."

l!{cGeer said his department is now
:i^;^ u'orkjng on a docutnenl for use in all class-
li5 Lu ^f _ _^--:^_-r

e d g:', 4,!r !L.Uie!r-l erj'-ai'*{ t G e e r roorns, listing all the goals of a revised

A great majority of the goals are al"
ready covered by material (now) in use."!A fud

frffi. he said. "Jh9 n-ew document will pinpoint
t' 'rarticularly for new teachcrs."sired :n a booklet late last 1/ar. McGeer rr' !

seid TuesdaJ-
w the public

goals listed ln

indicated
should be

''-'r Ere ai d*al oi,:onrtr,lclile advice was
prcr.CeC nol oniy on tle reaction sheeis
tprc.,"ided in 

"he 
b:oklet'. hul aiso in the

forrn of letiers ar.C brlefs irqm indir.iduals
and organizatirns." HcGeer said. "The
iartl',ct rumbei of reccmmeadations were
f*r ;:,j,:;:jcns in the areas of reading and
wriii;ig skjlls, the numbers system and
healt:ful livrng.

'"!11-ct of the reeommendations did not
irnpil d1:satisfaction *ith existing goals,
but iuggested ihe-u eould be strength-
enell ^'

11r:Geer's deparUnent has defined the
rorr curriculum as "thal llhich mus{ be
lea::,ed", to include "slcils and knowledge
gerrr-ally accepted as fundas"lental for or
bau,r to education of ali children and youth
*'itlrn the province."

In additian to the goals mentioned
abo..e. the core curricu.ium also includes
scienee, cu]tural and ph,vsieal heritage and
anai:isls, research, study and problem-
solvirg.- ii"Geer said anoiher ccniern rnentioned
in tlir responscs. the needs o{ exceptional
chiirjien. is being *on;:iderd for inclusion
in ll:e core eurricuhn:"

and for leaving pubiic meetrngs on the
core proposal too late - with iitiie time fof
parents to respond before the liarch I

deadiine. {l{osi of the meetings uere heid
in Februartl.

ileanuhile, the BCTF. in.the June edr.
tion of B.C. Teacher. aiso pubLshr:d somt
rcactions to its advcrtisir',g eanpalgn on
the core rurriculum" Foilov rng are srir"tr,
of the responses:

"llan1' leachcrs bale {clt for scnre l;ne
that a positive st.atemeol cf dlre ction lrorn
the ministry of edut:lrtion r+as iung orr.r.
due."

"\1e have been inli!ed bl Dr'. llcGeer tn
respond "ro core curriculunr prOpO,cali. tof
the questions and con:rnenis of respo:ii.
ble, concerned teachers ilill so inher.ded "

he
iof

In a Eat"ement detailing
r€sPr nis{ io the educaiian;
the r'.r*kl&. ltsGaer.sldl
5&{-tcr-psilai--l$-rhe. srolo
of l lrh "&,l:id be
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@Kryffi#$wmff ffiffi$$e$ss?
By M.AFVIf{ LAUHRSON
and."fANf GASK*LL

al:cli caljs. i! cqr:iti',,e and hostile to good
1r:a*hing pracl;rrs T.iie :neciia daill' dis"
c';rs jl. Bui. ihe tul'l;e .- parents, siu-
<ii.;ts ard icachcls - x{:rrratr! prrifoundll-
cirnlili:i. 15' 1q ',rhi"r iirS COrc cUriicuiun:

@luit_ir
ti. ,:. ^

reC learn or

Tie g.lielirri :hat ha!.e curne.out in sup
1x* of ccre sr,und Lj.ke nrotherhood: Jew
ptrenif or ieachei's rrouid oppose tiicrn.
il,;st sthool rist:"ici.s a]read]. include ihem

iri€-{e*i9e"ffiiitrft3 tosef gas.

_ .ihe pro,r'iFcill leaining asEessnett teg_ts
l:.'"e:nct belped mi;cl eltier. lAe teiG'do
lr ' rhou' a n:ajrrl cifcl;nq in !;.,erirylE]is.

'..r ts r:ot :o sa-r tbat orrr st.rdenls do not
rr.:C tc icarn n:r:re; onli' t-hat the test re-
suils are ambig'rer:s. and the department of
eCucatitn is nisii:erprr,,,:rg fhem tg the
p';rbc for its o'*r': enCs. Tlir. 'ne thing lhe
t{'s:s did show. thai si:i:rxll iirstricts *.ith
{tr,'rq:r'actatied ch:ldren d.id wcrsc than
(h,:.r. *i!h ueallhl.cljldrcn. the drpart-
ll,tr 1'. ia$ thosr:n tci sulryress * thcreby
!,i1,'!rrriitg an]' lrc_qsijic Irorn buildlng 1o
rmp;-o'r'e iearning coadltions in these pcorer
di..:ricts.

There won't be
ivholesale changes

.,@s-risjkrttht new

most

liI: 1:iI1STIii irf e.riucatrrrn. i]r.
I'al.:r'- x iI:Gee:. p:oclaims ii-in
€ {r ii!a iiliJr! *s_Le-t l!"rljgggn. I ne

WFeder-

14'h3' has Vicloria fclt it s* ncl'esrarl trr
progpln-E-hti'eiffi -edil?a'lffil-WEfi 

;r s

thg SeTl' n',.rde "or,: rhe centre of lis ollp\r*
sitjon t* the drpa;-trnent of rducalion? AnC
-ffi._*-€

1{ ul (,ot'{. navc an} rllecl on tne chljdrcn tn
ciur schoolsl'

To a great extent. Lhe core cumicu-lum is

s+brxrl-alSIorm thet j5 1|,1'rp altd s,,uttd,

It93:rufjl.rlgc is attra ct i vt g'lilrcal-
-:,

Par*ntai cence rn rri r'r rlii(rilitrii i: i'irt:li
!'ooted ill the riiminisiliag value of schsll
c::edentials. $chooiing has traditionalii'
ireen the ticket to high paying, high status
jrrbs. BuI in the rnidst of an ccc'nomic crisis
rr-ith massirr. numbers oi unemplol'ed and
underenrpiol,ed, going to school and receiv-
ing a degrre ars nol the guarantees the_v
onc0 11 eie.

Par*nls sensc this. and much of their
con{:cn1 is over hqw schoolirrg rviil. affect
thtir l.hildrrn's futures. The ministei*of
e{ucgl"il]rus+)jis.}l1gjrriu:ea[Xntles, arrd
ir s,'i,tr{gxtrrf the sc 'fs
r{,r_ rocIl}I -glq_Jsrl]:ga$__uto-ulsllt-sllte}'
r+ve.ir&Le*fo_pllo&tCl.

Division a!"nong
the leachers

The assunrption is that changing the cur.
riculum n'ill b,;nefit the -r'oung in terms of
the discipline and the skllis they ll'ill neerl
io trc luccesifui in lhe luture. Since ntost of
u.s feel iitiJricrs al.xlirt ntan3. scrt:iai an{ cct;-
r+mic 1rr.nrjs. u'r, arrt read5. lo junrp at the

new techniques ard Ire* nrelet:ais. aiir
have lned tro re,luce the jc:iessress ali
lxredom r)f nany cjaqsrry-r;l]s llh::a scn:r

.tcachers ended up using fiinis atd r,riJ;ge
makrrlg as a subsi:tute fur 1r:aih::q rt r'.iL:.-
and writing, the; more often r*irlred al
emphasis on tearhing ch;iCre;i baslc shilr
using interesting materiais and m*thods.

These teachers hale telicl iheir pioi.
essirtnai <icr rl'-:Jr:.-rent scricusiS , and hc.
Jirve d*epi1"1"::ai ihe schi"'r,l.r are l*llrr
trxia-r tiran th<:I *ere a dr:carjc ff90, dr's1i!,r
1Lg i11rsl;lili af tler pui;iic an,J ihc n,'<ira
.l'or Lhcsc irlici:i,rs. con,r';r:'i,. ulun: ihrf:ul
{' ;l\ a t'l,'!j',i.Jiii.j:; ,:i iiltr fltxri:iri.r i:;1.:, i.{j}
have. ar:d an rni ir.asc il the pr,rler cf ti:;:
nrore t ra d;i it,na i, ks; *n a :: I a:i.r'e i.c;r cheri
and adili:nisira,itrs

I{uch rf this has been bsr in the rcniliri
beiqeen the tsL-T5'a::d Victoria.

is su!*lrro\;. ,-,

W,A.C.. Benneit drote the teachr'rs i:li:,. e
conccried efiorl t+ elect the NL]l). '1 r,r thc
fedcration. tlie ecrt,curricuiunr aaC ii* at.
tack on the teachcrl thal has gone *ith it
along *ith aitsll'rpts to ro,il bach sriar-i!-s
and refusals lo pl-cvide a(i{.,jrltie funri;n{
for educatrc'n. are part of a g*neral Sorial
Credit polic_v to unCerminr ualors il thr
prolince. The BCTF has thus acted like eny
self-respeeting rrnion sh€ll conironted 'r! a
hostiie employer. and has attacked b:ck.

\fhiie reladons betrr-een the BCIF a.nd
Victoria worsen. the core curriculum cie:
bate ihreatens to polarize reiatir.rns be-
tueon teachefs and partnts. q-lth r{ita: n-laI
trc drsastrrlus cun:\t'queilces for sth,q:l *hil
dren.

&ffS- It may irnprcve levels of literacy,
bi.ii not signi-ficantiy. ai:d ir certainll. wiil
nr: teach *itiidren how to thilk. Xost
scl;r;els and classruoms w.ili iock pretly
much Lhe same after t}te corc curricrrium
as before.

lf titis is so. whl' tle ccnrovers_r.1

:lfan.r Lazerson and Jane {iaskell teach
irt the facult! d educatjoit at {.nirersity of
Britislg Columbia.

Soci:il Credit u:i;eies. reraei'ffifrn g''{i?r

llt;rn,.'g lirai rrl: r,rJirll;l;r'aui rlfrirm. partic--"--..-"ll-hsmru:sjJrr $J edUc;,t;,:I hir;. cap;ilriizeri
ul;lfll" orlc Ihrt js ii,'jrrg luiLl as a low-cost ()Lpg!,li-e-Aldllcdrabristr.hLpfufle'::;,1iX,ls
change . *'ill brrli; +ul"-clriiiiren under con- .tfscjitnClhe-csfe curricdus as tbe-only'
trol and provide tiirin with the jobs to make !S$t-!,C lqgl1r,tg-_gtd inpi'oved stanrlerds,
their jrrcs mgre deceni. l{e thus irilg[es thai the teaihers har'q]qt

Iris.vearealraid.a raisehope. ffitJtrr,jill}tn r.rne turns lmin the raots of the core again.si the eore curriculum seems l0 {-o:r,
currlr'ulunl confovers)"to tho teachers' re- firm the r'iew that teachers aie aitiin*it
sponse" one finds division. llany teachers standards of learnrns.
support the ccre curricuiun:. They are con-
fused by the r'hanges o{ lhe last decade, un- rr-
certain abaut $hat ti'ie.,y are supposed to Most pargnts likg
teaeh. and uncie,r abnul, u;1om thry. are the teachers they knowaccountable to. ('om curriculum reaffirms
much of what i!:cy havc, al,,var.s drue. lt .{s for the parents, they are {,1rce atialo
thus allays thcir anxierics afxrut ha!ing to caught Ln ihc nriddle.
deal with largei social i,ssues. new pro- ]t1rsi parentslike theleachers the}' !Lrr*"grams and morc individu;i.[zed instruction. antt in in:att group meetiigs usuariy cls-

illany tearhe r*<. howeler. are upset by cover that their chiidren are being la'.ight
the ne* presiigr core curricu.lum gives to basic siiiiis, Yel thel'are being bagaged b,t
educational practices held o','er from the Victoria and the nedia with assenions thiii
l$50s. Thet h;rie sti'ugglcd to lntroducg their children are noi learning,

lrql'Ifi---p, |e n t s g-qr-tii !! gly con cerned':-":-:_"- - ..
anoul now lnfir chlldron Bre dotnt: ,.1

as lar of ther ex;stmg cirrriculun:. TolSil
te r, : hers ta qet chlC;c-n-:o_lollo'r. s I rr blao@d:sst-l[glg:,ed
ur rearrng to t}le puipose." as lbe coie
.ffilJ':.1r''iroq40- i. "h,, t 

". 
'--.,*Ctil-e.aS. tell-

irm is
changes in tbe rv

sffiF;sgr I-l; t t lrf 'r\', f--v'
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TIACH TRS I-{AVE STRUGGLED,

tar!tl
,r"ftt lh;s hl;l,ir r1;i'r 'r';-;s qa*il$ ctiu'

{,lit{)r'i lxrll!ii:{. *iji tht'i{r:e ttirricuiunl ac-
l:;;:i!i' ha',.c ii:tj- r:tit:( 1. ol t h;rt h;iirJx"rs in
)( rx,;i' \\'i .r. :' 1s rj,ff.t:;.':, I l, l:' t tl e'tl
t!r.,rrg.t ..r i!h lirt3i aijCl.-f 3,-':" 14!j 5U!:;l{iSi tiif stl

lil';':ii iic:uleri-fis. I i::i. a ;::olr'rnerl!li'{ ay
f : . I : ir-l'r ;c * : - h q: t-i.f::-:u,rilt4illg.5!' c -

fiIa-l;ilci j.l=rjrl-$lLrslgl.'s-t !! q (t lic rs

aili-$gdg!i5. AJrd.tilird-Ih rn 0f

liirso-\{.r i F jift.!ji:|.ia.L.jJ."rie.lf al}lliiidil({l.

' 
ila ia,r.,,,"H ;lj*:s rjs{:ned in the core

r':;i::f uir.iirl gl;;,i8.iile :; empha!i?e kn{jwl-
f r:tr' * abor: 1lf rollir sl sten. tlre llencis'
: :, r:,..l'. !l iaII l:Lr'":'a m-s. J;rtf i-olIS aOd 5Utli X-

{'''-4ter rrl'.;i ll i:l(jljiri'. !t'e du not dispute
'{i at krau 1cL1:f 0i hi:ttul'}" and sclrnce,
i::'am!nar. aad ctlmFuiational skills is inl'
l!,r-.ait But 11e stdc \{ith rnusl recenl edu-

c;':i,r$al theoil uhich siresses that this
licri.le1ge be icarncd *s a tml lor undt'r-
-1 rF.{ilrr

$emonza:ion as an end in ilself does not

r. ::p us tht:* ol ulr.lt'rsiand oursell'es or the

1\iJrid aroiinil us--though it rna-"" be intpre s'
5t!e to hear a si|idi'xl rr':lr.r{f a list of gram-
i;,atical ru.its-

What will be
thrown oi.rt?

I

At the sa:xe trrtr. the rore currlcuiudr
,iuidelines suggr'>i lhal sonre subject are&s
xie accepiabie. uii:t:E artj not. In practide.
;hrs sceins tc mean !)lai lnajcr efforts in the
r rcattle teach::l t;i In;li-h. multidi:r:lijjr-
ilar-!' cfiJrsrls. lhe new \r'oillerl's s;ucies
( ,jirrse. and a hosUqi orirer unpublic.zcd at'
lirliies that haie\rne:-ged recentli, are
:tlxut to be thrown 0')i. Art and muslc.simi-
ilrly st-em like tn gerlhort shrilt. thts un-

I

Large-scale tests
are inevitable

(i|rcn the rir'parirncnt of education's
cor]]miinrcnt to mcasure the success of its
Inrio\ atlon. large-scrlc standardized tests
arc inevitablc. The use of these tests rvill
leati teachcrs lo narrow rrhat they teach to
lvhat liill ba on thc tesis. If the tesls artu-
ally cxamined a.l.t important learning goals,

Jikc rritical thilki;rg and inquiry skills, the
; ai",ilil!' to make jutlgments, or to engage in
; {fealrve acti}'it}'. tcaching to the tests

i vriukl nol irc a probiern. But the tests eiiher
I dc not pleasure or dri a very poor job of

nrr,;r:r::-in{ uhirl mat' he the most intp<.'t'-

tanl {oals r:f ltarnlng.

Tlilt nrr:ans thal tcachcrs will be prtpar-
lnJi ihcir sl u{ft'ni$ lo lncnrorize nlount3lns
ol dara. rnuch of it lr"irial. which will be fttr-
golten \iithin weehs if nr.rt days of the tesi.
Thus rre can saft'ly predict that the present
gr]\"e rnment wiil institute a massive lesting
prrgrarn aI greal Jinancial cost (while tut-
liig I.rnCs in ut j-.t r i'tiucatiunal arcas!. r.he

rcsuits ol x'hich s iil illi us very little ai;'rut
hr;rv childrt'n lcarn *r about htlu n'cll thel"
lh in k.

ln fact. thr orrll' r irar rcsult of siatrrlul'tl-
izrxl tr:sting is lihei3' to ht' an increase in the
socia! class bias sf ilrE school sl'stem.

TIi* basic pr*biern in our schocls is nol
sr:)rnji mtihical "tlcciiling standards,'' bu1,

tirc rnr'qutilt:r's th:?l fx.'r! rde lhe educalion-
al s,o.-stern. We knr;*" that children {rrrm dis-
advantegt:<i hlrncs do nore p00rly on
sir:,rrl;rrt1jz"-:d 1r:ils thtrn children from nrici-
dii: anrl lt,rx,i li;lss bomes. X{e do not need

nr{rr.r tcslir'r lit shdtr thai.. Lrsing the tcsts [o
pll,tc stuCr'::;r in edurational programs and
illtimaleil'tti conlrill ilrccss i0 the uni|crst-

t,. ..,';;".#i :da*'li,,.r:,".;;,+,-aiar*l- - 
.,,,., ',i'x.:i*i&. Si;..ir...;;',.,.r,r...*o*;;*,t "--,t;*

soy the outhor/. to reduce the ioylessness of mony clqssrQorns'

rrn39 1477.i t,*
't'fr},,,ffit. t,-l"urrJcr'rtarrtl the corc.utr,.u{rf ty'rernforces alreadl'e}::.'1':';A l:c'irr.lrllcs
lurrr. one must /'crogniila its intimate ron- and discriminatir-rns.

n{'c1ir}il ..i;ii.h st.flndardizcd teslg^ wc cannol since the dcparlru':;t of ,-yI:r'ritrsn rs
gu !rio all of {he cortplcx issues that sur- tiuing almosi. n,i:hrni to lmp*\'e lrarirrg
rounti lest.irr:;. 'l'hat tlrcy are compiex is inr- rontli,.ions f,lr u>or chlldrcn. nrinr"r;f '*hum
lx,r1i.:nl to Ft't'p in lltjnd. since tht're is a speak English as a .{t'( crd Iargul;e.
grt,ar deal tr( sirnpiistic jargon circulillrng strndrrdizcrJ 1.,51-. u;.ii la:.r11. , i.T,ixr;ild
ahrul ho*' the tests raise standiirds. llere an alrea<iy ba4 situaii*r
rvc sinrpl5 liotc sonlc of {hc nlost llkcll" t'ut'
c(]mr's | -,*#"!:illi;'ix*;,t##m*

;iii'r'- irt--"'i'.on.'j'"oi 
''i* 

c'/f c ..1'*:?c'j-
Iun:. Thcl' do nrli o1.F.,.ii;ri1 r'an: :uiih io
thrl}]rglii!:Ajl! ; ibt: tai;t-r:*ii :lJi,rfe
trytrc+-*aerU:u;-f x.*i:' iit i;'.i,., r. i!. . h e;it,t-
I tcve le ac hcrs a:ld r li l:r i:'tt: h;lr e..i:r;-t'iL,i r h

iieeduni-?-ryI-gls ig-i&.-drxipj.u:ed, -{Ici
tlUl do not care tllal 1'asi ir:aquajjii':s rn

<,ur-:*choslts"$!-qij&-ll"iroif[ieia*re E r s-

. rinii*rred Ci.d,:!.,l,o_lLlg--ai tlilli-tri!:
dr"eq.ec! -lhe."k$c.r"heil-o,tlhqslick 11'e a re
son'_Igop*19."*ligfq_ii:;_bl!lheqqstl_c4it
are the real issues behrnd the core curi-icu-
lum.'*-- 

*"

I hA!-h;_s*bt:SlJttisiraruT ahot't the glre
curricuJum debaie has been its disho:c:i1.
irs Si-eESiilTlili?iii+n of ?on{pleffi s'res

Flazzle-dazzle PR
but no understanding

A razziedazzle pubiic feiatlo::s cani-
paign has been nioun',c<j {rorn l-irtcria de-

signed to convinee us lhat ;ie;.; tCucltloil-
al gains will acerue {rcn the i.'jrs c'Liiaicu-
iurn. But in nune of tiiis is anl; eii,.rli |-ieing

rnade Io understand how chilire:; l;-'aiii or
how aad wh1- sorne teachers are tfiecilie.
lnstead" aitracti!'e phases*"slandards."
"core curriculufn"-are being substituted
for anail'sis of xrious and complex eduta-
tional and social issues.

.{11 of this makes us q'ondtr if B:'iirih L'o-

Iuir;bians really want 1..:i.cr..te sludentl.
Brr:r; litcrfte rneens bi'l:g cr:::i31. aaii. u

laie. ard able to undersiel"C hc'* tht 'i'orld
uork.s. But if the ]'oulg arc li:e:a:s. thc:
arr. likel1'to chaiienge adu:! sia:danis and
tv.lrivror. A literale g,pulalion rne ans cne
that is seif-a*'are and klcwledxeJbl*, .tes
bchind the sclf-serrirt{ rhe"oric of ;rr;irtl-
cians, and a-cks qucs"i{..ns about t}ie inc'
quaiities an,und us Bul then, do r'e real)]
\r'ant that?

ii;
i8
a

t

' ,!"81i
.. ii

iI?
i.]-',s

;,,nunaLc.
'l he: rir'* programs ha '\ allowcd ltJachers

l,.r ,:xi:and i,irelr professio"l\pl intcrdiats ard
liuild on tirelr cornpete:icie\ and f iudenls'
intere"si. Ii is espccraliy ate sln('e
one of the few thlngs we know about iearn'
ing is that it occurs *'hen studrxts and
tcachers are enlhusiastic about ihe subjec'r.
'i'l'rr0*'ing out subjccts of intcrest a;:d rele-
rancc anC subslltuting a standardized r:ur-
ri'rL:ium underminc some oI the bcst
(tar. e: \r'c hrve t0 intpro!c icrrning.


