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TEACHERS'MORALEDOWN
Core curriculum year ol

but nobody kn

By SARAH JANE GROWE
The core curriculum has been mandato-

ry in B.C. classrooms for one full school
Year hut peither teachers nor sdueation
oificials know if it works. ‘

- 2 !

At hest_the provineial government’s out-

in / ! id must learn has
been ignored. o
At worst, it has damaged teachers’ mo-
rale.

~Jim Carter, associate deputy minister of
education, confirmed that there has been
no evaluation of the core curriculum.

John Church, assistant director of profes-
sianal cevelopment at the British Columbia
Teachers’ Federation, said , ““I haven’'t
heard much. it's a non-issue this year.”

And David Kandal, president of the Brit-
ish Columbia School Trustees Association,
said, “There has heen an opportunity for
response but we have had no complaints.”

The silence is not an indication of satis-
faction. )
" “The core curriculum hss made teachers

aranoid,” said John Nolan, an elementary
teacher 2t Carnarvon community school.

““It does not change much but you look
over your saouider. You think you are being
udz found wanting. )
“There was nothing in it we weren’t al-

LECLE

ready doing.” said Nera Lynn Joknson, the
Learning Assisiance teacher at Carnarvon.
“Butthe corec

urr;
Wil

1culum, along with PLAP
(provincial learning assessment program)
and BUILD (Building Unity Into Language
Development), has made teachers feel un-
easy.

*“The core curriculum was a governmen-
taldecree.” 3

However, Carter seemed to think that the
core curriculum was more organically
grown than decreed. b

“It was a response to a statement from
teachers and frem the public tha they
wanted some direction,” Carter said.. %

“But the further development of certain
areas promised in the guide has not besn
done to the extent it should have beey
done,” Carter admitted. 1

Last year French, fine arts, healthful liv- &

‘ing and special education were acknowl-
edged by the education ministry as weak
areas in the core and were pinpointed for

" future consideration.

‘“The hoped-for curriculum for the atypi-
cal learner has not been done at all,” Cart-
er said.

“And the possibility that the core currie-
ulum has caused a severe shift in the arts
pregram is being examined by the Cana-

1o
d,k

ows if it works

dian Association of the Arts but this, I must
be honest, was not initiated by us.

“It has no official sanction from the
ministry yet but suppeort for it is being con-
sidered by the fine arts advisory commit-
tee.”

B.C. director of curriculum development
Bruce Naylor said an expansion of the
health core curriculum as well as a new -
French core curriculum will be ready in
September. /

Naylor said Nick Ardanaz, an expert in
language instruction from Montrea). has
been hired to flevelop a French core curric-
ulum for Frenich-speaking students.

“This is initended as a third French cur-
riculum augmenting the French immersion
for anglophones and the regular French
taught ag a second language,” Naylor ex-
plained.

Both Naylor and Kandal confirmed that
teachers and school districts had not been
formally surveyed to determine the impact
of the c8re curriculum.

Kandal said the BCSTA has asked for an
evalu ition of the core concept but has
“learngd to have a degree of patience.”

r said he thought it was too early
(g mal assessment.
hiers interviewed were careful to
not only the core curriculunt for-
aiaise. They considered the general
swingfto the right and the back to basics
movemment in education as much a function
of the unemployment situation.

One teacher, who did not wish to be
named, said teachers were keeping quiet
_because of the fear of being fired.

. Carol Mclntyre, elementary teacher at

Bayview community school, called the core
—curriculum a “‘knee-jerk response to a
problem:

“If it is true that children are not learn-
ingh lic wants them 1o, thenl «
think someone has to take the responsgibility
for research to find out why,'' she said.

When asked about this concern. Carter
said; “The public debate (a year ago) pro-
vided the research base.

“But there is no specific data behind it. It
s not that kind of docuraent. It is a
“philosophical statement that there are

clsar expectations of curriculum per se and
that they are not optional.

Pat Brady, president of the BCTF, said
that although he had no data on the core
curriculum as a separate issue, he had re-
ceived letters from members in “more than
one district” expressing anxiety about the
current “‘centralized” trend in education in
B.C.

A
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-~ The Sun’s article, The
Core Curriculum: expedient
politics? (March 2, 1977) and
other articles and letters
have contributed to a lively
debate on educational poli-
¢y. and this debate has
raised the level of conscious-
ness of parents, trustees,
eachers, students and the
ublic in general about edu-
Catxon

wmf; of !ho- commomamr‘;
UBC edt

hke
ml’)u nrofessors ’\!.qrvm
and .}'unc Gaskell, have
-! . as ‘nll"ht be

Had
bf“-'\\'uu'ld have
istry has sever-
a2l of the issues they raise well in
hand

With the exception of

those subject areas
elegated to the local
hoards of school trustees, the responsibility
for what is taught in the schools of British
1b1a rests with the minister of educa-
tion and with the legislature. -

Control over education does not rest with
tegchers or professors of edueation. Their
responsibility is to advocate, to recom-
léarning material and
sies for teact — not to decide
“ ]u' will be taught Tm is the responsibil-
Hy of the elected rep ntatives of the
public. In a democrac v, civilian control of
education is important.

to devel op

_Contrary to the view of Lazerson and
there :en no “‘razzle dazzle”
eore curriculum 1hv*e’s is no media public

relations campalgn. Most i not all 1 H“Wbpd-
pers carrmd  an acturate concise news ae-

vi catlﬂ (ﬂ)di\ (r{r a (nrc Cumcu]um wis
prepared and 175,000 copies were distribut-
ed 1o our cifizens” The debate and discus-
sion has gone on school hy school across
this province where parents and teachers
are debating i1ssues-of education and not
simply the parents’ role in hot dog sales or
sports days.

Last October, school districts were asked
to organize local programs. Ministry statf
assisted in preparing these by attending
more than 69 meetings in various parts of
the province.

. The consultative program has been ex-

By
Walter Hardwick

The writer is deputy minister of educa-
tion for British Columbia.

cellent in most school distriets. One district
alone distributed 25,000 copies, another ar-
ranged for copies in several languages. The

process continues. Through this the publie -

has had a chance to react to professional

educators, initiatives and, on the basis of
that involvement, their elected representa-
tives will be in a position to approve a cur-
riculum.

The Goals booklet outlines simply the
skills and knowledge “generally accepted
as fundamental or basic to the education of
all children and youth within the provinee.”
The core curriculum when in place will not
he the total education program. As the min-
1ster pointed out in a November 1976 policy
statement, there is very much more!

The core curriculum
learning should take pl
ing to prevent teachers $rom engagx’ng in
“interest-based, inquiry Ylearning.” The
Publie Schools Act and Régulations recog-
nize that other strategies are needed, but
ministry policy, by avoiding the legislation
of a specific curriculum, Wisely contends
that programs should be Hused upon the
“learning needs of the studegts.”

oes not say how
‘e. There is noth-

(5.
Unfortunately some tekchers and
trustees want to make decisiogs on the as-
sumption that there is a “‘hest'\way for ev-
eryone to learn. Perhaps theW.azerson-
Gaskell concerns arise from the%gct that
some of the fads originating in the
tion faculty of the university are being
challenged.

The province is headed. the crities tell us,
fur lurge-scuk- standardized tests-“where
teachers will be preparing their students to
memaorize meuntains of data, much of it
trivial. which will be forgotten within
weeks, ™

This is patently not the case. Standard-

Unfortunately some
teachers and trustees
want to make decisions
on the assumption that
there is a "best” way for
everyone to learn.

(

ized testing is being confused with the Pro-

vincial Learning Assessment
(PLAP).

The assessment programs provde t‘le

ministry with reliable data on the strencths
and weaknesses of provincial progwms
and general performance of students in the
province. Learning assessment programs
are being administered at grades 4, ¥, and
12 tnot every grade) in such areas as lan-
guage, mathematics and social studies

Program

The results of these permit the ministry
todo what it is charged to do under the act,
namely, to have the essential information
for the preparation of new provincial cur-
riculum guides and resource materials. for
the allocation of financial and human re-
sources, and for the improvement of teach-
°r education programs

In broad terms. the
grams give the overview of
performance and. in so doing,
ministry in being accountable to the fogis-
lature

assint

The favorable results demosistrated in
the grade 4 reading assessment program
are important information. Last year the
ministry had mainly subjective ir
sions of educational performance: thi
better information is available for the p b—
lic and to the legislature.

Some weaknésses in technique at th

grade 8 level-were revealed in the English
composition tests. If the crities had read
the repoft prepared by a contract tean

from the faculty at the University of Vicio-
ria,they would have found 110 recomn
dafions to improve programs and p
ince at this level — many of v.hmh are
being act ed upon.

The tests do show that children in school
districts where there are many disadvan-
taged families did not do as well as children
in other districts. Lazerson and Gaskel] tel
the reader that the ministry "ha~ chgo
suppress this. thereby preventing
sure from building toimprove ‘ea ning
ditions in these poorer districts,”

Had the professors contacted the minis.
try, read the press. attended local meet-
ings, or the ministry’s rezular meetinzs
with the BCTF and BCSTA. they would
have known that our field services division
is preparing a program of support for those
very districts where performance was
lower than expected

School district official
nel and educational res arc!*e*x are
volved. The mi:
ciple of equal edu
Jm‘ and t‘w in

. ministry persor

’U 1..
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) tant — particularly in the secondary
g : ¢ school,
3 : However, the delegation of responsibility
Was never meant to be a licence for the in-
dividual teacher to decide whether or notto
teach the basic skills of reading or writing.
Even in elective courses the core skills and
knowledge are necessary “tools for under-
standing,”

The critics attack the goals for “‘empha-
sizing knowledge over critical enquiry,
The ministry recognized that skills and
knowledge are essential, but if the good
professors would read the Goals hooklet
they would note the inclusion of sych skills
as “to make valid interpretations of an au-
thor's purpose and bias™ (A-12), and “iden-
tify propaganda in material read" (A-15).

I would like to assure the professors that

through the core curriculum, students will

- have skills of critical enquiry even to detect
the obvious bias of their Page 6 article:

The critics say that the core curricuium
is ignoring the needs of the handicapped
and disadvantaged. If might quote again
from the discussion booklet: “The learning
it preseribes will not be achieved by all stu-
dents at the same time. Provision to meet
individual differences are made by teach-
ers who adjust methods and materials to
develop the student’s ful] potential.”

E
g
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Further, the ministry is investing in pro-
grams for the handicapped and providing
supplementary resources. Research pro-
grams are underway on the small second-
ary school, on learning disabilities, and on
the progression of Students from the sec-
3 ondary school to the work force,

Lazerson 'Gaskel] say “what has been
&% frustrating about the cpre eurriculum de
: bate has been s dishone
plification of complex is . This s sim
ply not so. The ministry i3 carefyl ahout
what is stated i publie du«:u;:m‘;:s. In
meetings with administry teachers
and the publie across the provinee, officials
have been candid and frank. 17 there is any
dishonesty it js in the rise of educational
Jargon and ereation of an “educational
mystique” from which the public is exelug-

| Bricn Kent photo ed.
| . ‘ o . ” Several opponents of t e core curriculum
DEPUTY MINISTER WALTER HARDWICK. “Civilian control important have been gggmbmg atiwe.me}... contliot
between Vietoria and the schools. Perhaps
‘ the critics don‘t realize that the ministry
districts than are now provided in the basic 4, pursue the many electives that Permit  staff in the area of school programs con-

. HS over-sim-
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education levy ava

) ble across the PIOv- students to direct themselves long lines Sists in large measure of teachers seconded
ince, that reflect their aptitudes, cxfeor aspira- from classrooms. Dozens more give of their
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ed to sugsest remedial K by the teacher. istrators, Ieachers and In conclusion, Jet me make it clear that
’ i ° 41 A {oe Sl e ; 1S YLl lin fone 3 } lassro "
The headline of the article reads: “What  the public across the 10 one h k..lulhg‘;h)v\ n m? clas e ~

Vil be thrown out?” The professors see the ministry is asking the parents trustees,
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Lo ooeee say Uldl he core curriculyn
1S ignoring the needs of the handicapped
and disadvantaged. If | might quote again
from the discussion booklet: “The learning
it prescribes will not be achieved by all stu-
dents at the same time. Provision to meet
individual differences are made by teach-
ers who adjust methods and materials to
develop the student’s full potential

s Further, the ministry is investing in pro-
1 grams for the handicapped and providing
supplementary resources. Research pro-
grams are underway on the small second-
ary school, on learning disabilities, and on
the progression of students from the sec-
ondary school to the work force,

3 Lazerson'Gaskell say “what has been
3 frustrating a1 it the rriculum de
£ 2 : gt te o )
) 4 bate has been it dishonesty, its over-sim.
i ! G ¢ plification of complex issdes.” This is sim

& ply not so. The ministry careful ahout
what is stated in public documents. In
meetings with administrators, teachers
and the public across the provinee. officials
have been candid and frank. I there is any
dishonesty it is in the rise of edycs tional
Jargon and creation of an “educational
mystigue” from which the public is exclud-
ed.
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% i 5 " Several opponents of the core curriculum

DEPUTY MINISTER WALTER HARDWICK: “Civilian control important have been gg;)cribmg a “we-they " confliot
between Victoria and the schools, Perhaps
the critics don't realize that the ministry
staff in the area of school programs con-
long lines sists in large measure of teachers seconded

.
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Well, teachers don't get them no more.
They've taken the fruit from the apple
And left us to chew on the core!

They say it was Eve's picking apples
-That led to God's wrath and much more.
If she got all that for one apple,

McGeer should get his for one core.!

By KARENN ERANGLE

That poem. which graced the cover of
the most recent edition of 'I")e B.C. Tea.ch
_er — the B.C. Teachers’ Federation’s
magazine — demeonstrates how _man.
tpa" prs in t‘"m pronrce feol. zbam‘._t (3

immﬁawd in the <ch)ola in
been applauded by 63 per cem
ple who responded to the core proposal, is-
sued in a booklet late last y
said Tuesday .

In 2 ®atement detailing fow the public
resp:.J\ to the education aoals hsled in
/ _13,-
_LD_Q_.I}TQ '\u SQMQM
i be cc»c‘ d md cated satis-

B

per ceny. said. indicated
that only ond gual ;(»u( of 1) should be
reconsidered. N4

at deal of constructive advice was
provided not only on the reaction sheets
{provided in the bocklet), hut also in the
form of letters and briefs from individuals
and organizations.” McGeer said. “The
jarge umber of recommendations were
for zdditions in the areas of reading and
g skills, the numbers system and
ful Living.

“Most of the recommendations did not
ply dissatisfaction with existing goals,
but suggested they could be strength-
ened

McGeer's department has defined the
core curriculum as “that which must be
learn ed , to include “skills and knowledge
generally accepted as fundamental for or
basic to education of all children and youth
within the province.’

In addition to the goals mentioned

above, the core curriculum also includes
science, cultural and physical heritage and
anaivsis, research, study and problem-
solving. :
* McGeer said another concern mentioned
in the responses, the needs of exceptional
children, is being considered for inclusion
in the core curriculum.

©

vgar, McGeer

Another arga of i e:cw‘f he said, was
the teaching/f French,

“There Kere N’n other {requently-recur-
ring sugfestions,” he said. “The first had
to do /xth strengthening and expanding
the ggals in particular areas, notably men-
nd physical health, economic educa-
. consumer education and career coun-
Hing,”" he said. ‘“These areas are
Iready under study by the ministry.

“The second was in the field of creative
arts, where some respondents urged that
more importance be attached to this field
for every student. Existing core proposals
do make some reference to this field, but it
has not been interpreted as being accorded
sufficient priority.”

McGeer said his department is now
working on a document for use in all class-

rooms, listing all the goals of a revised

core curriculum.

‘A great majority of the goals are al-
ready covered by material (now) in use,”
he said. “The new document will pinpoint
it, particularly for new teachers.”

e
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The core curriculum was surrotunded by

TCONTTOvVersy earlier 1his vear, after the
“BCTF conducted an advertising campaign
pointing out that only average children
will benefit from the core cyrriculum.

The government was also criticized for
not distributing the booklets widely enouzh
and for leaving public meetings on the
core proposal too late — with littie time for
parents to respond before the March 1
deadline. (Most of the meetings were held
in February).

Meanwhile, the BCTF. in.the June edi-
tion of B.C. Teacher. alse published some
reactions to its advertising campaign on
the core curriculum. Folloving are some
of the responses:

“Many teachers have felt for some time
that a positive statement of direction from
the ministry of education was long over-
due.”

“We have been invited by Dr. McGeer to
respond to core curriculum proposals, vet
the questions and comments of responsi-
ble, concerned teachers will go unheeded




By MARVIN LAZERSON
and JANE GASKELL

1E. MINISTER of education, Dr.
Pa...; McGeer, proclaims if an
egucational breakthrough. The

Teachers’ Feder-
e ar 1d hosnhe to gaod

Tlomatich
E>a) T

a'.'r‘r* ca':

— parents, stu-
emain profoundly
he core curriculum

S %QQS 10 s‘iﬁﬁﬁ

he guidelines that have come-out in sup-
port of core sound like motherhood: few

parents or teachers would oppose I‘wm
Most school districts already include them
as part of their exstmg curriculum. T o_%eﬂ
teachers to get c i “follow simple
1 Corto “adiust the speed
of reading to Lhe purpose.” as the core
LTTnpqeh is about as instructive as tell-

ing-Serviee-stations to-seil gas.

'. e prcunclal learning assessment tests
i ] much either. The tests do
t shaw a major ac-c.ure in literacy skills.
13 1s not to say that our students do not
need to learn more; ounly that the test re-
sults are ambiguous. and the department of

education is misint g them to the
public for its own ends. The one thing the
tests did show. that school districts with

sadvantaged children did worse than
with wealthy children, the depart-
has chosen to suppress — thereby
preventing any pressure from building to
improve learning conditions in these poorer
districts.

There won't be
wholesale changes

S0. the first thing to be clear about i is that
the new core curriculum is not going to lead

ta_wholesale changes in the way most
teachers teach or in whal anr ohildren
learn. It may improve levels of literacy,
but not significantly, and it certainly will

)t teach children how to think. Most
sols and classrooms will lock pretty

the same after the core curriculum

1”3
=

et

mu'
as before,

If this is so. why the controversy?

Marvin Lazerson and Jane Gaskell teach
i the faculty of education at University of
British Columbia.

BidlE
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Why has Victoria felt it so necessary to
procldifi a niew era In education’ Why has
the BCTF made core the centre of its oppo-
sition to the department ef educauon" And

will core Rave any eifect on the children in
our schools?

To a great extent, the core curriculum is
motivaTed by political eXpetienty- Wit ]
public hostile to the costs of social serviees
aifld WiTH parents genuinely concerned
about “how their children are doing in
school a reform that is cheap and sounds
like a 1 najor change is attractive p«)h ical-
1?‘“‘”

P‘xrm‘zm concern over schooling is itself
rooted in the diminishing value of school
credentials. Schooling has traditionally
been the ticket to high paying, high status
Jjobs. But in the midst of an economic crisis
with massive numbers of unemployed and
underemployed, going to school and receiv-
ing a degree are not the guarantees they
once were,

Parents sense this, and much of their
concern is over how schooling will affect
their children’s futures. The ministeg of
educaticnisplaying on these auxieties, and
is scapegoating the schools and teachers
for_social and economic probIems they

have little control over.

Division among

the teachers

The assumption is that changing the cur-
riculum will benefit the voung in terms of
the discipline and the skills they will need
to be sue Pes'-’u' in the future. Since most of
us feel helpless about many social and eco-

nomic trends. we are ready to jump at the
chance that an educational reform, partic
ularly one that is being sold as a low-cost
change, will bring our children under con-
trol and provide them with the Jjobs to make
their lives more decent.

1t is, we are afraid. a false hope.

When one turns from the roots of the core
curriculum controversy to the teachers' re-
sponse, one finds division. Many teachers
support the core curricuium. They are con-
fused by the changes of the last decade, un-
certain about what they are supposed to
teach, and unclear about whom they are
accountable to. Core curriculum reaffirms
much of what they have always done. It
thus allays their anxieties about having to
deal with larger social issues, new pro-

grams and more individualized instruction.

Many teachers, however, are upset by
the new prestige core curriculum gives to
educational practices held over from the

1950s. They have struggled to introduce

_teachers ended up using

tals, ane
“(‘ 8 alld
Whil
s and co
making as a substitute for teaching readin
and writing, they more often retained a!
emphasis on teaching children basic 51~ ils
using interesting materiais and methods

These teachers have taken their prof
essional development seriously, and be
Jieve deeply that the schools are better
(nd:n than they were a decade ago, despite

Hm..d},“ .\, the r\L“ q—u? the m

new techniques and new mate
have med to reduce the
boredom of many classroon

§1

ens a reduct the fi
have, and an increase int
more traditional, less mmagin

and administrators

Much of this has tost in the confli
between the BCTF a,.d ‘smuna.

The teachers’ federation is _SuUSpICIC
Socjal Credit policies. rememberin
W.A.C. Bennett d*me the teachers inte 2
concerted effort to elect the NDP. To the
federation, the core curriculum aad the at-
tack on the teachers that has gone with it
along with attempts to roll back salaries
and refusals to provide adequate funding
for education, are part of a general Social
Credit policy to undermine unions in the
province. The BCTF has thus acted like anv
self-respecting union when confronted by a
hostile employer, and has attacked back.

While relations between the BCTF and
Victoria worsen, the core curriculum de-
bate threatens to polarize relations be-
tween teachers and parents, with what may
be disastrous consequences for schoo! ehil
dren. -

_The mimster of education hus capit:
on public and media hostility to the s¢Hor
by selling the core curriculum ag_tbsurﬂv
path 1o learning and improved standards.
He thus s implies that the 'eabhers 1ave Dot
_been teaching and that students have not

been learning. The BCTF's campign
against the core curriculum seems to con-
firm the view that teachers are against
standards of learning.

Most parents like
the teachers they know

As for the parents, they are once agal
caught in the middle.

Most parents like the teachers they know,
and in small group meetings usually dis-
cover that their children are being taught
basic skills. Yet they are being bar rabcd by
Victoria and the media with assertions that
their children are not learning.
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TEACHERS HAVE &7

Given this highly dangerous "a'w“g’; *du-
cation mlmr\ wiil the core curriculum ac-
! 1» have any effect on what happens in
; : lict these
hings with total accuracy we suggest these
likely occurences. First. a movement away
{rom interest-based. inquiry learning. Sec-
LrOm Inie]
ond. a tightening of controls over lcad,er.s
and students. And. third. the introduction of
Jacge-scale stapdardized

nrovineialwide

The learning goals defined in the core
curriculum guidelines emphasize knowl-
edze — about the solar system. the Renais-
elograms, prefixes and suffix-
—gver critical inquiry. We do not dispute
."Jt knowledge of history and science,
rammar. and computational skills is im-
wrtant. But we side with most recent edu-
ational theory which stresses that this
nowledge he learned as a tool for under-

anding.

Snee.

paralle

b

o = ".‘ w

wrd'r'.
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Memonzation as an end in itself does not
help us think or understand ourselves or the
world arou,ui us—t hr»ugh it may be impres-
sive to hear a student reel off a list of gram-
matical rules. > /

i

What will be /
thrown out?

At the same ume. the core curriculum
guidelines su,ggeu that some subject aref S
are acceptable, others are not. In pracu
‘hs seems to mean that major efforts in {‘w

reative teaching of English, multidiscipli-
msr} courses. the new women's stufiies
course, and a hoshof other unpublicized ac-
tivities that have “emerged recently are
about to be thrown ody, Art and music simi-
larly seem like to "et‘g: ort shrift, T?}is un-
fortunate.

The new programs havy allowed tdachers
to expand their professiong sts and
build on their competenciey and gtudents’
interest. It is especially unfogipiate since
one of the few things we know about learn-
ing is that it occurs when students and
teachers are enthusiastic about the subject.
Throwing out subjects of interest and rele-
vance and substituting a standardized cur-
riculum undermine some of the best
chances we have to improve learning.

!
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RUGGLED say the uuthord/ to reduce ’:he joylessness of many classrooms.

¥ %y . w
it / ,
Finallly, to understand the core curricuM/ ty remforces already existing inequalities

lum. one must fecognize its intimate con-
nection with standardized tests. We cannot
go into all of the complex issues that sur-
round testing. That they are complex is im-
portant to keep in mind, since there is a
great deal 6f simplistie jargon circulating
about how the tests raise standards. Here
we simply note some of the most likely out-
comes. /

!

Large-scale tests
are inevitable

Given the department of education’s
commitment to measure the success of its
innovation. large-scale standardized tests
are inevitable. The use of these tests will
lead teachers to narrow what they teach to
what will be on the tests. If the tests actu-
ally examined all important learning goals,
like critical thinking and inquiry skills, the

/ ‘ability to make Judgmcms, or to engage in
| creative activity, teaching to the tests
/ would not be a problem. But the tests either
do not measure or do a very poor job of
measuring what may be the most impor-
tant goals of learning.

That means that teachers will be prepar-
ing their students to memorize mountains
of data, much of it trivial, which will be for-
gotten within weeks if not days of the test.
Thus we can safely predict that the present
government will institute a massive testing
program at great {inancial cost (while cut-
ting funds in other educational areas), the
resulis of which will tell us very little about
how children learn or about how well they
think.

In fact, the only clear result of standard-
ized testing is likely to be an increase in the
social class bias of the school system.

The basic problem in our schools is not
some mythical *‘declining standards,” but
the inequalitics that pervade the education-
al system. We know that children from dis-
advantaged homes do more poorly on
standardized tests than children from mid-
die and upper class homes. We do not need
more testing to show that. Using the tests to
place students in educational programs and
ultimately to control access to the universi-

_dren get the better h.

and discriminations.

Since the department of education 1$
doing almost nothing to improve learming
conditions for poor children. many of whom
speak English as a second language,
standardized tests will largely compound
an already bad situation

On the whole, a large number of pevple in
Bfitish Columbia support What we believe
will be the outcomes of the core vg’gcu—
lum. They do not especi
think critically; ghm want ;:Q
hydxnnfrﬂfﬂlﬂldvy\
lieve teachers and children h(we 00 I

f[('edoﬁ‘f’"r'xd should be disciplined. A't_c

they do not care that vast irequalitie
our schools exist or that 1 ming 1{1_93 re dis-
criminated against, so long as the
f the stick. We are
but ¢ these atﬁtg\\t

are the real issues behind the core curricu-
lum.

What has been frustrating about the core
curriculum debate has been its d}cho*}e\*}
its over-simplification of compﬁ issues.

sorry people believe this but

Razzle-dazzle PR
but no understanding

A razzle-dazzle public felations cam-
paign has been mounted from Victoria de-
signed to convince us that great education-
al gains will accrue from the core curricu-
lum. But in none of this is any effort being
made to understand how cmme.i n‘d"ﬂ or
how and why some teachers are effective.”
Instead, attractive phases—standards.”
“core curriculum''—are being substituted
for analysis of serious and complex educa-
tional and social issues.

All of this makes us wonder if British Co-
lumbians_ reaﬂy want literate students.

Being i terate means bein g eritical, articu-
late, and able to mders‘“ how the world
works. But if the yvoung are literate, they

are likely to challenge adu“ standards and
behavior. A literate population means one
that is self-aware and knowledgeable
behind the self-serving rhetoric of politi-
cians, and asks questions about the ine-
qualities around us. But then, do we really
want that?
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