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NEED FNP. CRISIS HOSTELS I}1 TT'E KITSILANO A&'EA

The purpose of this short paper i-s to provirle sone d.ocurnentation for the

nee<1 for crisis hostel.s in the Kitsilano area of Vancouver' Tt1e ':rr-': fofln

fr<l-nature of these hostels can he vrorkerl out Later although naterial on

the pos*j-'l-.i1ities exists. (A rvonen in our associatian has preoated a paper

cin crisis housing which can.lre nade availahle soon. Also the Richt[ond

ielLowship in linglanrl has interesting naterial)'

TheneerlsforhostelsaregreaterlhSSr'*esupposed.Accord-ingtoThe
sanadia.n l4ental rrealth Association t out 6f every 2 hospital t'eds in

Canada is occupiesl hy a psychiatrl.c-patiert. (Vancouve? -su-n, Jan' 31/73'

;.g"'-Ioj. 
*i;;; 

has Leer,.'said anel r^:-ritten orrer the years abottt expanding

[t!r*a'iacilities. A,s €ar l;aclt as 1067 the \/ancouver Fro'ince ran 3

'irlri*= in urhi_ch one of the neasures suggested was expanging \rancctuver

General Fosnj-te,lii nsvchiatric facil"tjes hv sever'L hundred oercent'

Fffifi";;';;;i iz'iit, oare 2). F.11 these are nreliFinaries to the

otlr"nt uitrr*tin' r'r'l.,j-cb we are nerrotliing dovm to Kitsilano'

!a-st yea.r 1ft6 \iGH psvchiatric unj-t adnitterl 2,it\A neople or 4'7% ofi tl''e

hospital total. (statiStics +.16111 l/fiil cone frorn records a'nrl accounts

tlerrartnentsofthehosaital)'Ataner<iiercostof,!;7F''35tlrenurf.Jer
;;t;;;;i;-i.ni ,rr... costs invoi.ver,l. are sta.sgerins. '!h.e t'enta1 Patients

Association uhich """""a"t a. dron-in centre i-n tl'e lrits area fa'ces a'

ffi;#;-;;"fil in'findin"g strort turr. """onodation 
for peonle in crisj-s.

fle reckon ahout zna-soa neople ner yeaT rryho need crisis {:acilities colae

to us.

crisis fe-,ci1itie s oF a non-institutiona.l nature coul-d l'eqin to neet sone

o€ these needs to al.leviate toth h.urnan niserv anc hj-gl: costs' ln^a-t nay

l:e reauirerl are sinnly houses u,i15 ferls a.n'1 connetent people to staff
then. ltost of th-ese neople couLrl he d-ravrn frorn non-nrofessional ranks

and raith Fro€,-:ssional a.s.sist.:l-nce we could t'egin a jcint nroiect' Perh'aps

further resea-rch anrl action on the needs f,or half-vre'y houses for longer

stav neriorls cotlld a-lso he unclertaken in t!'.e near f"uture'

-lrenta-l pa.tients Associ-ation


