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of a sat,ti;lc of cl;rrri:rt'r-il-1'ancl sccor-iti:rry sclt,,io1 tcii,l::is.'I'his 1r:r1r',i rci.rr.,lis
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In 1958,39i clcrrrl'ittitl:y;1tt,1 sccnirdatl' school trracLcLs floL,r tt-,'o rnlal
countics o{ Nolth C:lloliira \yct'e rcqucsteil to particiit:i1e iir this sturlt'.
Qucstionnaircs \vcrc lcft n'itli thc ti:;rr:l.iers at thcir rcspircl;\ic schoo)s, to
be coriiirlctccl at tlicir couvenieitcc. A total of 360 usalrle questionnaircs (il
per: ce:nt) werc returncd ancl ltlovide thc basic clata for thc slr-rcl1'.

T'he teachel sanri,lc ca-n bl clcscribcd as follon's. There are appro;,inratc11.
an ec1ual rtrinl-rer of u-hitcs aucl non-r.,Lilcs, iir agc rangilll from 20 to 70.
T'herc arc four tirles as nlany fc;rrrles as nrales. The slri;rple rvas higlill'
stabie in ils g,cogriiplric mobility ancl in tliis rcspect \yas sirriil:t]' to a rauclom
sanrplc of residcnts frorn thcse ttvo corinties. I)r"rring the pa"st teri 1'clris
42 per cent had never movecl, ancl an adclitional 33 per cent lia.d ntoved less
than trvice. Forty per ccnt of tliese teachels \yere born anci raisecl in a r.rralI
area, u'hile 50 per cent reported that thcy rvele broughl uir in a srnali toiier :

environment. Less than .!J--per-esitt had spent most of their lives in a/
large city. Fi{ty peT cent of the teachers hacl lived in the same area for
more than 20 years, rvhile an aclclitional 14 per cent had spent from 10 to 20
years ii'r the same area. Only 15 per cent had been in tlie same area for less
than fir-r 1'cars.

The teachers lvere requested to read and answer a series of questions
pertaining to four case abstracts. These questions were primarily designed
to investigate gbil$ to recognize "sornething rvrong" in the behavior of tlie
person described in the abstract and rvillingness to label the behavior as

mental illness. The abstracts lvere developed by Shirley Star in a 1950
nationrvide survey concerning mental ilhiess.s

The case abstracts used in the present study are as follows:

(1) Simple SchizoPhrenic

First of all, there is this young woman in her twenties . . . let's call her Betty
Smith. She has never had a job, and she doesn't seem to rvant to go and looh for
one. She is a very quiet girl, she doesn't talk much to anyone-even her on'n
famill'-and she acts like she is afraid of people, especially young men her orvn
age. She *'on't go out rvith anyone, and lvhencver soneone comes to visit her
family she stays in her orvn room until they leave. She just stays by herseif and
day-drean.rs all the time and shon's no interest in anything or anybodl'.

(z) Alcoholic

Now about Bill l\/illiams. I{e never seems to be able to hold a job very Iong
because he drinks so mr.tch. \\Ihencver he has money in his pocket he gocs on a
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tllllf ili.'J'irr diltlt'-.r;cc] tiiririolic riirrl thr'r{:tin!j'oiti r.lrilil u,ei.c l:il,rrlltril lLs
ll1clli;rll)'jli lrt' ::i:i of tt'n tc;ii:lilrs.

()i tlrosr' 1i-iiilri't S r, l;o iclcirliir.'il tlr' ci::. iibs{.r'ilcirr ils ntr'ir::il illnl-.s, sir, oi
-. tcir It'l1 f i'r:t brrili ti;ir schi:.,.rir) r,t'riil lr,,rl tl.i,-' dtlli:s:.it-rlt cil!:f':i ;cic s:,r ,ui,..

Ir:i {Lr't:.,,, ,,r of titt llcoholic tiircl tirr: itciing-out cLi1d, bcii,,,i tlrr:.rt 8C put.ccli
l)i'i '-'iri\:iii ir . : illill,sr's to bc of n sr:iious Itiitilfrt.

-irvtllicii,'.'li,rrr, theY still Illt {hat tltc 1-,i oq1165is for a cir'i.: \i ils crt lcntcll.
goL-'ll. ii; rcspolt-qc 1o thc (jittstion, "l)o 1'6,1 tlriiili this t'!i:,rtiil illnl,,s c11
br-r cli,. .l {ri ilot?))) 80 to 8.i 1-rl' cc:irl of thc lcacher-s fclL tlri,i a cprc \.!,as
pcssil.rJ,r. J:; thctc, iit fa,-i, a. higir iircitirircc cf oltiilr,i:;ll riirtong lcircir; ,s 1.,'i1]i
rcii;ri cl tr-r t j:r. ticatnrcirt of rl,,';rial ilhicss?

'l'hc ::r;,:r,t irs to rihidr the itr'isoii \1-oiilil Lc rcfcri'tril ft-.t' hrlp, b1r tlro:,c
tt.:lclrr:is r-ihi' labcllcd him as; rni:ntl1lf i11, arc of Pdlticirlar'in1cr-est. Oilrlr

lstudics har.e srillgcslccl tha'L pcople Lavc strong lt:gativc fcclings toi.,'lrr.cl

I liii rrtnl lr,''i.iiriLsirrcl ps1 cliiahists ancl ton'arcl the perscllr:r ri,ho sec]; help flonr
i thcsr rr-: ,lr,c:.r.1-Ifhis slud;' pL'oviclcs little or no cvicleuce of negatir.e atii-

tucii ,r to';''nlti sLtch rc:,1,r ,ircs. Quite the corrtlirr'_1', thcle alr|i'iirs to hat'e l-rctrr
an iliiilirdrr of acccjrtiruce of nredica,l and psychiatric rcsourccs b1r fhi.qs
teallrr,:; ('fab1e 2). In rc:illonse to the open-cncJccl queslion of lvliere thc
rcspon.lcll \.,-oulll selrci thc irelson clescribcd in the case abstlact for he$, thc

f a,lfr. G. Klopfcr, A. A. \\rylie, and J. S. Hiilson, "Attitucles'lloriard l\{entai }Iospitals,"
\ Jouti;ol oJ Clinicol Psycltology, vol. 12 No.4 (October, i950), pp.361-365; G. Sabagh,

t H. F. Dinginan, and C. D. \Vincile, "\Iariations in thc Image of a l{ental Ilospital and

! Situational Ri,is," IIental Ilygiette, vol.47 No. 1 (Jar.iuary, 1963), pp. 96-702; H. G. \\'atts
\ and J. 1\{. Davis, ('Attitudes Torvard Ps5,c1ti"t.r'," }[ento.I I{ygicnc,44 (tr{arch, 1960), pp.
i 7q-1s; R. I-I. Feli:, "The Irr.iage of thc Psychiatrist, Past, Prescnt, ancl Future," Anterican
; Journal of Psych.iatry,l2 (October, 1964), pp. 37V322.

TABLE 2

Prn CrNr ori Hrr,p Rssovncrs Mrxrroxr,n ro \\rrrrcrr Rrsloxnrxrs \\rour,o Rl,r,rn rlrc
Ptnsow Driscntenn rN TrrE Cnsn ABsrn-qcr

Help Resource
Simple

Schizophrenia Alcoholic
Depressed Acting-
Neurotic Out Child Total

Mental/General Hospital
Psychiatrist
Physician
1\{inister
Family/Friends
Alcoholics Anonl'mous
Reform School
Discipline
Other'

Total Number of l{eslronsesD
N"-

]'t:; ctit!it :ts 0J f,l L

fr',{CitI Cr. t'itttti i:r !L
clo:,r l-r L'J' a lir.,rl:
Ci:t r:l \1'Cirt -.t]t. 1.t,,

T'iri.s fiur,1il.'i rlL
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the casi: .qhillics r
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is in ntar"l-iii. contrr
per cerlt of thcir rr
hcalth ploblenr.6

A conrplrisou o
stuclies sLtglgcsts, 1

Star's cases as cle

5 Leslie Rabin and
Attitudes and Infornr
1967), pp. -16-41.

6 G. Gurin, J*$ero
Basic Booksi1960r;

P.encr
c

Type of Case'

Paranoid
Simple Schizophrenic
Alcoholic
Depressed Neurotic
Disturbed Child
Cornpulsile-phobic

N_

" Case abstracts devc
in each studl'.

b SLrr.
" Cumning and Cun
d Leml:au and Crocc
'f)ohrenl end, Bertr:
t l3entz, Edgerton, ar

F.{LL, 1969

L.a'
'i'r i-.:

. .11 .,;*'
1:

u. -a,.

:,'

2r.9
25.9
15.2
8.4
4.6

0"9
0.5

25.8 14. E

3r7 136.(

324

. Other includes, psychologist, social. t'orkcr, counselor, nurse, teacher, self-help, lanyer,
etc.

b Respondents coulcl give as many he)p re;ourccs for each case abstract as they rvisherl.

" Ns are rcsponrlcnts labelling thc case as mcntal illness.

SOC]OLOGY OIT' trDUCATION

27 .2
31 .7
19.2

J.O

29.3
13 .9
7s.2
9.1
t-l

zJ.z

t( <

Jl . )

18.1
1A A

z -o

11 .7
29.3
11.0

J./

10.4

?a

2.2
12.O
..-_

360
338

/.o

*
346

17.0

2?r
292
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re:icurce rxcu{;0ne(1 }lrost oftc'lvas a p.sychiatr.ist (25.g pcr.ccrt), foilcr_,;,.c1clcsel-r',y a m,";i;rl or'g(,crnr irospital (zi.i pu ccrt). l{on-psycliiertric 
}r1i1,51_cials \rcrc.selci:tcil 15.2 pl.i ccnt oi thc time.

This findi'11 (lo.s nor stippoit tlic researcrr of Rabir,_and sqcrrosr.;i, *,lio..fo'ncr thar teachers hrve 
-morc 

inuo..bi.-ut;tr,ffi#Ta;/rfessio'.r.s,;
ider:tiileci li.itir gr:rcr.r.mcdiciirc q;... g.rro;"nl practitioner) than toryarcr thosc r/identified t-irh psychol-oqical u,.,i;.inrl lpuy.iriut.i_*1;., /Thosc tcaclrcrs rvlro l.,l,cllcrl onc or. ,,,ur.i.0.., i,.-incntel jllrrcss r,r,:rriiurir d
ll:,!!T]'Lt,1 lC"d:$*]]fq{?a.!jr.LSO_J,rr cci,r oi tht. rirrrc n, tr,. n,orL prr.icri.ecl'hejflilg rcsoiir cc. l\Iosl.of 

.tJrc lc.Iil;rr.s p:r'ceii-t,il thc l,crsotrs dcscritrcc; i',',the casc -sttidic.s as 
'reclicarly 
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care a'rt rrcatnent to psycilr;rtrists, piysicia,,;;;;-;;jJal institu_rr

or.re siirprising resurt r','as the ,smalr nunrber of teacher.s rvrro saicr trrey,!n'ould utilize the serviccs of rn-iiiisters to help these sicli p.opt..-;it;. finr1i'/,,. : ,

is i' 
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contrast to trrat of G*ri', treroff, and Felcl, #rr, ..lrr.r.i ;i;Tt --
per.cent of their respondents lvourd tnr' to zi-'iinister i". r,.rp'rrrtil a mentalhealth ploblcnr.o

A comparison of the res'rts of.the prescnt study with those of previo,slstudies suggests,- firs!,.3n 
_inuccllqpy,b-ljc gbJitv-gf -*:tli1ggei, to ,ut., IStar's cases as {gscriplions. of me,itlfitnei;.: Ai j;;di;6d "fr*T"lfe- 
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Stratification Systems on Acadernic Careers.
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Edgerton, J. IVilbert: See Bentz, W. Kenneth.
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of Occupational Goals.

Grcelcyr Andrerr' l\I,: A Note on Political and Social Di{Ielences i\mong [thnic
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