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THE ONTARIO INSTITUTE FOR STUDIES IN EDUCATION
252 BLOOR STREET WEST, TORONTO 5, ONTARIO, CANADA TELEPHONE 923-6641

DEPARTMENT OF APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY

April 3, 1973.

Mr. Lanny Beckman,
Mental Patients Association,
Vancouver, 8. C.

Dear Mr. Beckman:

| am writing in reference fo your research report: The hip
adolescent, nis family, and the generation gap, which you produced
for the Committee on Youth Report. | found it quite a thorough study
and use it for a course that | am feaching at The Ontario Institute
for Studies in Education. The pattern of results that you obtained
with the OPl is almost identical to those that | obtained with my
thesis on student politics at the University of Toronto (The student
movement of the '60s). In your study you refer to a scale that
measures hipness. Would you be kind enough to send me a copy of it?
| would be interested in using it in my own research.

Thank you for your trouble.

Yours sincerely,
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Jack Quarter.
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it's Your Tura...steted as ‘ol lows.

Shitting fdeciogles Among Youth in Canade

The OntTaris institete for Studies in Educatisn

e 4971 a Goversment-iponsored Lommission on Youth *itied

“Young people in Cansde show svery Indicetion of j@lﬂsna
the greet refusal taking place throughout Tha worid,

Thalr confldence 'n the sxisting order is belng under-
misad on two freats; not oniy ere thay forced ianteliec-
tusliy to challienge seny of The velves inherent in our
soziety, but also the tradivions! motives or incantives
tor participation in the “systes™ are inzreasingly
unavaliable. This refussl wnich ranges xii the way from
disenchantmant to rejection, iz manifest in BENY WEYS —-
the growing absentesism v high schoels, “the decline in
univarsity snraolment (ralative To pradictions!, the demand
for storefront or street servicas and, especnai iv, tha

e ked increass ln drug use among all classes of young
poonle.”  (Hunter, &xur‘%kn & Kaliy, 1971, p.4)

Tho Committes on Youth Feport hos capioyed Herbesrt Marcuse's

tabe! of "the great refusal” to describs the cutiook of @eny diverse
subgroup’iogs -~ includlng youts who have moved to rural communes, those

tiving i urban enclaves, & drug cuiture, politics! wctivists, snd perhaps

¢ who keep ong foot (n the door snd asnother outside. Ia soms

cases the differences batwesn these groups ers greater Than_the s!misari?!os.
Koreover, The varlous subluitures sre not the exclusive domaln of youth
(in & chronological swnss) necause scms aduits !dentify with the sentiment

% balng expressag.
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16 iwere is 3 unifying strain asong thoss diverse groups It Is a
fack of comzitment Yo the valuss needsd To sssuse ntabls roles In
ingritutioan ke The corporation, schosi, fas!ly, ard government. o
some cased ‘he lack o comaltwen? mey be derived from @ counter-comm!tmont
that lesds ¢ a conterted opposition fe socla!l coowsntions; In other cases

v may noy (aveive g Firw counter-commiteeat or oppusition, bu? merely a

period of sperissntation, ohserving, snd deciding., Among Tthiz teiter growp

ey

thers 15 “rodabl; even leck of suemlitesat Yo tendamsata! sovis! change.

Ta 5 pattarn of cosventionel cowsifmeat withheliding In Industrisily
daveiope: societies hag baen described by Kenmeth Healston (1970} as o new
stage ir life calied “youth®. aithough iasniston s descristion of youth
sapms Yo cestr oot i7e meebership 6 a sorrewe” growp Then s relsrred to

by tne Lommitees on Touth Report., there i3 suwch overisg beteesn The tw
groups. ia con'rast To “adolsscence”, Kexlston psinvs cut that youth

sra 2loiociceily anl socialiy prepared Yo sssums pos!tions oF resgonsibility,
put they =«Ithneis & commltees?t Dacsese Thay Lennot ratunciies The awpectations
imvolvad in wwaventloss' soclal roles with thelr own values.

Peoheps Wore Taan aay other writer. Kealston s cacbured the spirit of the

yousth axnerlance In iadustrigiized 9 But by reterring o he desire
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the age of youTh attesst? to withhold @ coms i esnt to sdulthood would ~
suggest that youth is ioes 8 develcomaniel PlEnNGRBRR thea an oF éwmf.gm
that s primerily induced BY goclal relstionships in industrisily edvenced
societies. Desiring to prolong *he sonsdult state g important becauss i
je @ resction Yo sxisting escizl relationships. Tha fact that I is most
iikely to occur ia The tpentios end lete Teens ie iesd ® consequence of
yipiogice! tactors opsrating ot Those gds than the position of Those age
groups in The social oréer. Beceuse youlh have got bed 1o maks o commitwment,

2

peychoionicaily They are in mers of & positica TO withhold The

ives Than
wdults who have alresdy comaltied themseives 1o canventioasl orlisntations.
Stherwlss thera 1§ no concelvabls FEEseR WAY § tuamtyeyenr oid i2 ®ore tihely
than 8 forty-ysar old 70 wlihhoid @ commitment To convent lonal soclal roles.
bewgwer, The very fsct that @ glgniflcant and growing proportion of
young pecoie do mot [deatify with comventional gﬁriwés‘?ﬁms and aré & part
of The craat refusat, i of socint significance ngeause stabllity rests upon
conmitment o 8 comson sat of goeis. Withow] o comsen commltweat [V i3 ness
possiblie for @ soclety to salatela ite %%?v*v?a;m@ structura.
1+ 1z 4rue that In iedusirially sdvenced societles ~- Thers are aeny
subcuifu-sl veriatlons — of & dominent gool of rontetion. The wey of tife in
the workingclass (8 dlfferant [rom The %w@&m%m%g @s is the way of iife batwaen
irish, Fromch, or Jewish atheie grovps, er the way 5t |]fe botwoen aiiss and
semples. Dopending wupom The dstinivion of subculture, end The ¢ inenoss of The
gﬁmﬂ%‘ cation system, there erd may impertent :memma variations within societies

vowaver . There I & Basie ditéaraare Detwsen oubtsiturs 3% t4 has hess Tragitionsiiy
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deilned, and the pettern ot cous!iment w»lthdrewe! devsloping smong youth,®
AfThough nubcultures have Thelr wigue wey &% [lfa sad ssperete Institutions,

fsl gomie == geen [f I I3 ccme-

aore gies lg commlitoan® Yo Tund sandel

thing us consral as The imperience of &

monic growth,.  Auong The young

L4
people described ln the Cownilies oa VYeuth Repery, this coamitusnt e

wea! tH participate 8¢ expectel I tha

vy smwch o dould.
corsaration, sehesi, family, and for The? uatiesr 2l imstitutions that are

tainted b conventionniity. Yet This ¢ithdr

net i0d to 8 unlgus

culture, becsuse youlh 370 8 vy dependeat wpea the wost basis

institution in society ~ he ec

> fg have secsss To goods and sarvices.
Oniy youth on rurel cosmnes with & self-sufficiant sconamy sy he
consldered as having formed o vnique society. Howaver, The short durstion
ot the vast majority of rural cosmsnes Testitles ¥o the probiea In estauiish-
ing a viable zolony oa e "island in & sTormy sea’. Reminders of s worid
feft behind are pleatliful, snd vears of cheracter formetion leave 8 rusidue
in the psvche that cannot be extirpatsd very essily. |
For youth whe remsin within fhe mainstress of society and depend upon
the sconcmy or support institutions liks The ﬁswm@€; sy clainm ¥o o wniges
way of 1ite Is very weak., A% most they csn state thelr ldeals and gomls,
express thelr oppesition, and compariwsnialize g dagree of uniguaness In
dress, scesch, and menners while %&ﬁﬁ?@§?§ﬁ§ rofatively coneentional behaviors.

Yo deal with the confilct o w@aﬁd&&%??ﬁﬁ&%%@w'wﬁ?ﬁ conventional inst futions

% ' . '

Yinger (1960}, distingulshes betusen eubosifurs and eantraculitures.
¢ims contraculture an impappropriate concept Desause asay youth who ars
withholding @ commltment ere not & per? of eppesitional subcul fures,
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wos taken, Chiie slected 2 Marxist govermment urdsr The lendorship of
Salvadors Allonds, end @ prograe of reveletionafy chaage wa being lmplesented.
The probl o with Glazer's situdy fs aot It Taghnice! compolences, but rather
the overs!l mathod of examising snd Interpreting s¢vitudes spert from a
dynamic theory. The nuserical strength of s gives outiook her Yo be

conslidered in refation Yo the sacial forces thet are stimulating 7.

Although Teneda and Chile are sy difterant stagss of Indugtrial develcopment,
and the politics in the Twe couniries are wary diffarent, 5 lesson can be
drawn from Glazer's study thet might be teken into censiderstion in snalyzing
the gres’ refusal. % iz lsportant Yo know whether this phenonens Peprasents
a8 minor out flsmbovent %@3%6 freitant that is recelving more atieaticn thaa
It gagorvas, or whether the conbingtion of forces which are stimuiaving It
are lineiy Yo grow, 2ad 83 %uch we are witneszing Yhe Ianitial steges of a,

more pro‘ound soclal rransforsatlion.

ii

To sxeming The phenomene oF aoncoesifsent samong vou'h !Y seass
nEcassary o se¥ aqf‘ 8 dynamic ﬁm?u& "?W?‘% Through which i1 ig
possibie *o view the reistionghip botwsen [dess Cmmm@y}? wnd gocial
orgenization. In This regerd, wa saswse 8s ¢id Max Weber, that sociul
organiretion reguires en aperaps iate aotivetional patters to stieulae i¥s
sevalonmant and o sestele 73 otebiiity (Yeber, 19301, Although Wpler's
eritique of Marxist sateriaiios coss ?«:sm@r@ 22 ooe-8 lded [desiiss, hix

srgueent that the ldenlogy in 2 setie?y 13 s independgent, ectlve sooisl

forca, e % rot just & retiactice of the crgenizstion of productlion, grovides




7.
a basls for socisl snaiysis. 4z Tewsey siahtly suggusts In his critigus
S -ynﬁ qu'.

of Wsbar, The ldenlogy and the socio-economic orgenlization shouid be viewsd

as interdu sndent forces, poth of which swalve frem Independent lnfivences
and both of which interact with and stiemiate sach other (Tawney, §943).

| The saterisi conditions In & soclety (Yechaology, rescurces! sekey certeia

types of (Uses more probable then others, howsver, The 5@@%3 that evoive

ngve much o do with the previevs cellturs! Influences, ohd Thess idess in

turs iaflvence the soclo-atomomic develepeant.

#heTher the ideology of 3 sociedy u,;@mmm% the invteredts of eew
ciess ever ancthar is resily of [oss mwm%m the fget that for
there to e xtabiiity the Intabltants hove o bollaove In the way of ilfs
and be moiivated to participate. Puniftive restraints or coercivy rewards
snacted in the interests of & dominent class, as Is The case Im &all class=
sacleties, cennct bs more then ¢ temporary basis for stabli!ty It the
idsology dnes not have sssning for The peopls,

Hesor contended thet The valuss af the Protestant Roformation wars
necessary ‘or capltelise Yo suppiant fewdal sociz! urganizstion. P@ép%@
had to belleve that thelr worth 'a The eyes ot God would ba measured by
thelr standing on Earth, It wes Through hard lubour, indisidus! Initiative.
isading T the conquest of neture, self-denlal asd gplannin; for the future
that the individuai could best be successful. The wcrkingci;;s had to
parcaive work &s an end In Ivsel’, and had fo experisnce guilt for excessive

leisure. 'he bourgecise, for thelr part, required an ldeolojy that would

&ilow thew to explolt the labour of the workingciess as wei! as natural . ¢
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resources, and Yo have s clear consclence In doing so. The veluss of the
Protestant Raformation wes vhe sotor thev the machines of Indusirisi
developmant required.

(nce this ideniogy wes internsiized Then production could becoms
the gca? of human lsbour, and the aconcuy oould bs orgenized In scuordsnce
with that goal. Althougn the readinass of the materisi cond]$lons mey
have meds the Prorestant Hedorsatlosn or & simlier idediogy very probabis,
the Protestant Reforeatlon ia turn allowed indugirlgiizetion o teks off.

Tha poiat iz dhet If le imonssibls $o kave an Industrizily advanced
: ¥

society #ith & pre-indusirial sotivetis patters, and simlieriy 8 pre-
industriz’® society =ith the motivationnl petviern of an industrialized soclety.
Wiifred Palietier's vivid dagsriantion of The indlen peopie’s value system,

and *he siffizultiss they have in adjusting fo industrialized sef}ings is

an apt liilustration of the soint (Pelletier, 1971). Pailetier describes

the experience of Indians working at & saw miil 8% Longlac, Ontarlo, ww

ware absent and late quite fraguently, and much o the annoyance of thair
manager, did not meet thae production guota of the Company. O the advice

of & Community Development 0fflcer, The manager of the plant aliowsd the
indlans to organize thelr own production tesm on a communal besis fThat was
more compatibie with the indian way of (ife rather than the highly spscisiized
sssembiv-1ine that the Company used. The Indlans worked very efficlantly

‘and complated thelr quots bafors The hunting sesson, and then toock off To
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enjoy themselves. The next year, The manager, who was oparating off ot
a differant motivational patiern, Incressed ?ﬁa indian’s work guots by
508, As a result The indlans rebelled and refuzed o cooperate.

The example cited by Pelletier is an ept $1iustration of tha
sotivetional differences berwess pre-industrial and industrialized societies.
For the ndlanz work was & socis! fusction that wes performed In order To
produce “hings that ware neaded {or o earn The wages & purchase necIssary

in and

goods), Working in 8 fachory we of itself & compromise with the
tndlan wey of 1ife, but the workers sesmed able To make the ed justmant,
providad that they could toke some of thelr vaiuvas with *hem, For Ths manager
work wes part of a nsveranding process -- an snd In Itself. He worked to
produce o surpius  that Ths guners @ﬁﬁﬁé‘?ﬁzﬁﬁéé? in order to expand preduction.
This $orm of Tratlonsi® sconomic action, or what Msx Websr called The
Protestant ethic, was the wotivational pattern that caplitailism reauired.

fs industrialization hag proceeded, and ideclogy has woved from
religlous into scientific garments, much ot the werk in the socis! sclences
has besn devoted to revamping the values of the Protestant Reformation into
sn appropriste seculsr variant. Soclal sclentlsts who have experienced the
process of industrisiization and for the most part beiieved It Is & worthwhile
process, have set out objective standards Yo sssaess phanomera as wol! 8s &
sultapte sclentitic rationaie, Achlevemsat, the sscular véési@n of The
Reformation, has become the pivotal aspect of the culture. The rhetoric is
secuiar rather than reiigi&ux, and the exponents are soclal sclentists
rather than ciergy, however, both sets of ldeas are designed for expialining

"the social system” and motivating adjustment-type behaviors.
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Parhaps the most direct effort fo meke the connection between
+he Protestant neformetion and schisvemsnt comes froe fhe work of Devid
McClelland {1857}, In o wonumsntal study of countries *hroughout the world,

pelleliand

by

ound that the values of self-rellsmses, That were 8 put of
the Reformaticn, jed parents to employ indspendence sad mastery ‘raining
in rearing their children, ard foiz ia %_.?a_ﬁ;m fad the chiidrsa to Leling
disposed to achieving s?eﬁ;"‘sarﬁs of ewmce!isnee, MeCis!lisnd'y irosis runs
peraliail m‘tm theorizing of Taicott Parsons sad The functionsl
sociologists (Parsons, 193, (939 Sﬁ”éﬁ; & %f‘m;% 1962). Theze theorists
contend that sociasl equiiibrium can Lest be meintalned by ravivyg h%g;gn’w
different ated social roles of varying degrsss of (ntrinsic Inferest and
extrinsic valuve, and havieg the indivizua'® ssaligned To ihese roles scoording

to thelr = hievaments, rather than gscribed charscterighics suth as cless,
father's ccecupation,

isex, ethnle group. Through 'metitutions ilks the famlly, schmol, and sesr
g i3 ; & ¥

group, children are socialized to excelt at whetevsr They sttums¥. On the
Judgament Day schievemen® 13 assesead end averuas sre opened oo olosed
azco~ding o the merlit of the apaiicast.

The ideology of achievesent snd the verlous Intsrralearad ldess
have prov:dad the periect gtiseius for industrial deveicpmeat. An Industrisi-

fred soclary regquires a highly moblie lshowr forca *hat would sae, plen, and

&

live topr the future, whila supprassing “he Impeding emotions! comnifmants Thai
are gart oF the present, A&s such, retionelity hes teen equated wl ¢
niiactive seutrality”, or what social critics refer fo as allsnavion, and
apation #hich nas dlsappesred from social Intersetion, has wirtusiiy ﬁzﬁg&gﬁﬁ

out of the language of behusviorist ssychology. The [deoiogy of achlivesant



Is In fundamenta! conflict with meverichk ideclogliss that sre lass
compatibie with the nesds of an industria! secliety, and [T 's *hrough
the scclal sclences that the efficacy of these other Idess have besen
undarmined. The experispial nsychoiogies of Freudisnise
end existential-humanism and *he soclal thought of Marxw have received the
vitimate criticism of bslng sonscientific end nonobjective, and aiong witn
human nature, have bsen banighed to the unconscious feoraver. ir the
achlaving soclaties the raticna! man 3 one who can enticipate uad mexliaizeg
rewards wivthout impading "emotlona! hangups®.
if it can D@ accen®ed that achisvement provides the ldscioglogl
foundation of modern capitalism, and that socisl stabltity deperds upon
batia? in *nls ldaology. the Q&@aﬁ§@n which has 7o be 2s5ked Is whether the
great retfusal does reprasent & fundamentsi shift ﬁﬁéy Trom this ldeciogy?
¥ithout = ystematle investligetion ons can only specuiate sbout ths answer
to this gusstion. NeverTheless, vhe durasi!ity of phenomenz snad its
internaticnal character would ssem Yo Justify a discussion of “he ave!llsbiae
avlgencs, |
in this paper | would !lke To sat sut Tuo seners! hypothizes, and

o prasent avldence Yo justify a mors rligorous test of these mypoihesse,

>

ol

Tha acnievemant orientetion 3 waaksning smong youth, snd LY The

i

#makening of Yhe schisvement orfantation is being stimuizted By Tha vary

process of Industriasl dsveiopsent that ironically depesds upon The achlavasent

orlentasting . (n ofher words, with incressi industrisi deveiopmant the
?

artantation o schlave lg bscoming zn obselede modtivations! patrern.
Y ¥

Sy



12,
Let us examine sach of thess hypotheses dn Yturn.

3} The A nlavement Ethic le Wsakenling

Thers seems !11tie nesd To say that achievement 13 not & pary of
the "hippie™ motivation pattern (Wolfe, 1968, Hopkins, {968; Ysuionsky,
1968; & Westhues, 1972}, In wany respects, hipples, gspecially those
who have oravitated to rurs! communes, have estahiished & pre~irdustrial
way of Iife. The spiritual vaiue system smphasizes iiving In harmony with
nsture rather than conquering It tiving in the present rather ihan tThe
future, and cooperation rather than Individusiism. Among the asay gtealns
in ¥he youth culture, hippiss ilving on rural communes might be vensidered
8s the only group who have formed a unigue sociaty.

Ko mre morg concoraed with youth who romein and live within the
mainstreanm of sociavy, nut whe ars withroiding » commivmen? To coaven?ional
tnstivut.ons, o)Ther because they oppose the conventionsl goals and are
conmittad to or saarching for zitersatives, or bacsuzs they sre guastioning
the goats and exparimenting wlth alternstive 11%astylss. They ere siwilar
Yo Yoourtercuttural vouth® who have ﬁﬁv&é o rursl comsunes oaly insofar 13
neither croup identifies with sad sre wiliing to commit themsei.ss To
conyentional instituvions. However, youth who rémein within the msinstrean
va? the dominant society have to gragple with the dissonance between thelr
{dass and the avaliable lnstivutions! cutists. Yo deal with thi4 &lssonancy,
3 pattern on noncommitai behavior is developing.

Tnls polnt ig illustrated by 8 survey The suthor conductel among
a randor samole of 218 Arts end Sclence studswls at The Unzverai?é of

Toronte in the Spring of §972. The survey shows thet 39.9€ of gludents were
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totally undacided about a career, whersas 6.4% had decided about a flatd

put net a specific career, whereas |.4% 474 not respond. The pronortions

ot *otally undeclded was relstively equal among ®aias and fesales (41.8%
maiss and 33.0% femsies). But mors important, the proportlions d4id not
change appreciably over the years éméﬁ§ f%rsf'?aaf studants the percentags
of totally undecided was 44.7%, In second year the percentsge was 34,57,

and in the third and final vear the perm&n?éga wBS Q&néi;“ The parcentagé
of undecided in the last year was Blmost identical fo first yaasr.

More revealing than the proportions of undecided students were the
reasons for indscision. Asproximately Two-thirds mede remarks |ike:
"can't say'. "notning s appeaiing”, or describad the availauie options
in derisive, cynical, and nongescript terms. indecision wes less for
practica! reasons Tnan for g sense of profound dissatisfection %!%h Ths

avaiiable opportunities.

#

A small number of students !n fourth year Honour Arts & Selsncs
Courses aiso ware in The sampie, but The numbers in this group were
Tow smail to be representative of fourth vear students, 32.1% of
students In fourtn year were undecided about & carser. When this
number is comoined with students in third veasr o obialn a picTure
of izst-vear styudents, the pareentage of undecided is 40.4%.
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This survey to ssssurs the @x?éniiveh@ss of carser indecision
was stimuiated by the suthors thesis research, and » longitudinal study
that was & followup o The Thes!s iﬁuarfer, §9743. The thesis !nveiwaﬁ
a stusy of student polltics smong @ voluntesr sesple of 248 male Incoming
students at the University of Toronto.® it indicated that there w83 &
disproporticrataly largs number of politically left-wing students among
Those who were undecided about a career. Political 2¥t!itudes we s
&zsazsed by 2 serles of scales examlning !ssu2s Inside and cutside of
the unlversity (Quarter, 1972). The magnitude o the relatlonshilp
bastwean political attitudes and caresr iadecision was quite abromg with
F-ratio ranging from |1 to 26.%% Morsover, » thres-year folicwup indlcated
That The undeclidad students hsa aeanrr§a§aai§zaé ra!a?§§e o career-
committed students duriag thelr aniversity ysars,

A more thorough Investigation of the charscteristics distinguish-

Ing undecidad studsn’s was siso vary reveal ing.¥®% On Emh?b@rg‘ﬁ morsd

& The proportion of undecided students among the wolunteur sameie wses
29.3%, «hich is somewhat smalier then the random sempie previousiy referred
fo., Howsver, this group Inciuded professional as well ss Arts & Sciencs
syvudents. Three years later s Joliowup survey of 186 of the original sampie
Ingicated that 26.9% of the sample wers undecided. Although there was much
shifting about as to who was undecided, the preportions remsined retativaiy
constant. in addition, fthe proportion of sfudents who were dscided sbout

8 fisid, but nol a speclific career, incressed significantiyiover the Thres
years. in first yesr It was 9.78, wharess in third yesr It was i8.9%.

2% The weskszt Fe=ratic had » p<.001,

®82 All the differences reported in the paper are significent st the
0% teva! and most of the differences sre 5? *he 31 isvel.



dilemmas, the undecided students sxpressed sore principled responses
refative to the carser-committed -= the largest progoction of whom wers
very conventionsliy orlentsd. Hany of the scales on the Omnibus Sersonality
difterentlated the two groups of students, Undecldaed sfudents were such
more esthetic than the carser orlsnted. They hud s gironger appracistion
of ert, ilterature, music, paintings, and scuiplure than the latter.
Another 0P} scale which differantigled undeclided from the carear-orientad
and that tepped charecteristics simiia” fo sgthwilcism was The Magcuiinlty~-
Femininity scale. The carser-comelited shudents were wore tntarestod In
hard subjects !lke chemistry, phvsics, end methemetics; whereas the
undecidad students were inciiaed fowerd the soft esthetic sublacts.
Supportive of thig result is Tue fact thet & sisproportionately h%gh'
number of undeclded students studled The humsnjties snd socisl sciancas

8s opposed to buslness, professions, and physiceil sciences.

A sariss of 0PI scoiss the? mseswrsd authoritarianism -
Complexity, Autonomy, and Practical Orientation =- siso diffarentistad tha
two groups. The undecided S5 expressed & higher Yolerancs for ambiguity,

8 desire for fresdom end [ndepandence Trom judgementsl suthoriteriss
thinking, snd & praterence Sor jdess ond the mysterious, 35 opposed Yo
facts and +he concrate. This anti-suthoriveriss humanistic straln sxpresssa
by undecided students, alse hos been fownd asong other .

vouth srours. It has besn & L acovarad aé@ﬂg.g?uéenf acf!v%é?s {Haligt,

1965, 966: Flacks, (787 Weniston, (968; Hempdea~turner, 1870; and

Quartar 1972}, smong youth working oot alternstive cuiturs! options o

H
{Keniston, §96%; Poszak, 1969; Deckmar, [970; Reich, 1971), and very
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prominentiy In popular musical lyrics (Carey, 1969;
Harmon, 1972, Like the desire for political and cultural change, the
sesrch o0 career atternatives seem To be hinged to 3 changing motivational
ericwf&?h@%.

surprisingly, the Ralligious Orisntetion scale of the 0Pl dig
nct reveri a signiflcant difference petwesn undecided and career commitied
studints, ot undecided students did axprass greater nonrelligious %a@nfify:
5i.9% of the undecided classifled themssives as being atheist, agnostic,
or bsfonging to & nonsectarian reiigiﬁﬁ; wharaasbgniy 39.9% of the career-
comm tTed fali within these categories. The nonreliglious feelings among
the undecided would seam to be another expresslon of changing value
orlentation.

Another set of characteristics that differentiated undecided youth
apart from the career committed were personal adjustment and self-satisfaction.
Responses *o the Perscnal [ntegration, Anxlety iLeyel, Response Blas, and
Social Extraversion Scale of the OPl indicated that undecided students
experienced more gulit, unhappiness, higher anxisty, and were more socially
withdrawsn. in addition, thelr response o a seven-point scale Indlcated
greater dissatisfaction with schou!. These fealings may be viewad as
the by-products of motivational change thet comes from & dis§€fisfac?lon
with society, but with no viabie aiternatives as outiets for changing
orientations. Other data that indicate the adjustment difficulties among
youth, are marked Increase in sulcides, aicoholism, drug addiction, and
ndmissions to hospitals for mentsi liiness in The YOUNger 896 groups

‘Quarter, i273). Undecided youth are not manifesting such extreme dissatis~



faction, tut thelr professed amxiety and gullt ralative to The carser~
committed seem o be symptoms of 2 similer resction to seocietly.

The distinctive pattern of characteristics manifest by undecided
students would seem to indlcats thet caresr Indecision reflects & unique
oriontation to 11fe. In 2 sense, the iadecision mey Pe viewsd 3% a
dafensive posture nesdad until changling ideciogiss have Instivutiona! cutliets.

A simtiar reaction cn The part of youth s |flustrated
In & study of schoiastic parforsance of grades {i-13 students in & suburban
Yancouver algh school (Beckusa, 1970). Oechman divided hig sempls Invo
two groups, "hip® and "nonhip™, snd then followed thelr scholastic performance
from grade | through high schoni, The “nip" students displayed superior
performance to the “ronhips® throughou? elsmentary schooi, but at the stert
of high school thers was 3 sharp reversal. Grades among the “nip" stedents
dropped o't markedly whiie gra@&élamﬁng Yronhips” reswined relatively constant.
This pettarn occurred in spite of the fact that The "hip" students had
higher Intalligence quotients, and showsd 2 sfronger Intetlectual disposition
on the Omaibus Personallty inventory than the “nonhips”. Beckman concluded
that: "The faiiure of the sducational systam to invelve the laterests of
these intaelligent end questioning young peopie Is & polat which is both
disturbing and worthy of consideration at ali iavﬁis af educationa! policy~
making™. (p. 47), | _ | -

in additlon to deciining acadeale performsnce, Beckman discovered
that over 60% of the “E%p” students, as oppased to 238 of the “noahip” students,

were undecided about thelr fuiurs caresrs. ‘rierestiagly, the pattern of




characteristics man!fested by Backman's hip students on the 0Pl is
strikingty simitar to the undecided university students in my own ressarch.

)

in gddition to éar@af Eﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁiam? and daclining scademic parformance
among hip youth, the unlvarsity dropout phencmens was another indication of
changing orlentatlions. The Trand Yoward ﬁ%ﬁ%?ﬁgﬂg snroiment in univarsity,
relative Yo predictions and avallable space, becams apparent in 19767
when the ssroiment Increasse was only 6.5% &s compored to 12 Yo 15§ throughout
the 1960%s (Ferland, 1972).% Slince The 1970-71 academic year fhers has bser
a continuing daclins in tha rate of ewoiment Increamss, with usivarsities
showing an increment of 2,38 in (97i-72, and an estimated 3% In 1972-05.%%
This unexcected low enrciment has plungad some universities into a
¢inancial crisis, becauss The funds that They receive ts Tied to The size
of their student body. The Statistics Canada Study by Ferting (1972)
sstimates that In 1971-72 7.7% of students who wers accepted at university
gid nov atrend any university, snd in addition, substantial numbsrs who had
attended |~ 1970-71 did not return in 1971-72This hez led Statiztics Canads
to commiss on & demographic study of this new type of “dropout” phenomens
shich wou'd include "the reasons for withdrawing”, and other charactaristics,
fithough the deciine in the rate of enrcimernt Intresasas has

colncided «ith an increasing unsmplioyment rate, and 1T is ilkely thet the

&

& 5

Thess data are cited in Feriand, Y., Student withdrawals from Canadian

Unlversitiss, Ottawa: Statistics Csnads, Sducetion Division - Service

uwltetin, 1972, This report points out that a simiiar trend was underway

in the Unitad States, where in 1971 The Increasa in firs? veer students

was only 0,78,

E- 2 :
The (eiormation about earclimants for (972-73 wag given to we by Ur.iMlies

Welsenthe . the uirector of the fducatlion Division of Statistics Canada.

His figures ztiil are oraiiminary, but he Is quits cervain Ths 5% estimate

le very ¢ s to the tinal fligurs.




weakening of the economy has played a primary role in This treng, it

wouid be difficult to argue that sconomlc f&a?s;s arg the only reason for
this phenonena. in surveying the various regions la Canada, Q&@beﬁ. which
has a2 relatively high unemploymen? rate, had 2 relatively low percantage
of dropouts (3%}, whereas the Praliries, w!th a relatively iow unemployment
rate, had a high percentsge of dropouts. Universities In Western Canada
werg showiny 2 gecline in enroiment 2s @éréy as 1970=7% {(Ferting, 1872},
in addition to economic consliderations, the declsions by students not To go
directly tc university from high school, and the decision to drop osut of
unlvarsity also appears to involve a qusstioning of values,

Teds questicning of values also can be found in tha changing
orientations toward work, Moaey and status, the fraditional job incentives,
no lonaer ssem sufficlent reasons fo perform a job.

Youth ara ssarching for wavs of !ife that provide modes of salf-expression
rather *han making ssorifices for exirinsic rewards. Thers is & reaction
agalnst the vechnologlcal lwmperative that reducss jobs fo insipid components,
ignoring the potential for intrinsic job sstisfaction. The recorientation

to work among vouth cam ba found In projects submitted for Opportunities

for Youts Crants, Tha program was set up by the Government of Canada

s

during too Sumper of (971 In response to the unususliy high unemployment

e 4
among vouth, With unemployment throughou't the Labour Force running between
& and 75, and unemplovment In the 14-24 age growp at approximately doubdble

that fave!, The Government Secame concernad at the social and political

consaquancas of hign unempioyment among §,B800G 000 students coming info the



Labour Force. As such, The Government set aside $57.2 mitiion Yo employ
students, Applicants had to submit proposais for jobs, and tThey were

rated ang funded according to priority categories set by officlais.

38,35 of the projact appiications fell Ianto the soclizl service srea and
invclved activities such as community earichment, referral agencies,
sducation, poliution clean-up, drop-in centres, legai-medical ald,
rehabi!itation counseling and day care centres. 36.5% of the appilcatio:s
invoived research in environmsntal problems, sociclogy, community searvics,
historical and ethnic; 15.0% were recresation projects; and 10.1% involvad
cultural activities such as Theatre, gh@?@graﬁhy; music, cratts, snd orhers.

Atthough the nature of the submissions were undoubtediv int wenced
by the fact that one criterion for funding was That the projsct must 'nvoive
mazningful work, the instant popularity of The program, and the decision
to ranew it in 1972 testifies the changing work orientation among vouti,
Approximately four Times as many proposais were submittad as were fundad;
and ths appl!icants seamed to amphasize community, service, and exprossivs
types of activitles. Tha programs provided the opportunity for students to
offer ssrvices without the constraint of profit or succsss, and svaluation
of the cutcome proved quite satisfactory {Cohen et ai, 1972).

Similar and stronger evidence of Ths changing vocational orientatlions
among youth comes from the Unlited States. in a fifteen yégfisfuéy ot madical
stucdents at Harvard Universivy between 1958 and 1972 +three primary areas In career
seiaction were discoversd (Funkenstelr 1972, fn_ ?“héﬁ 1950%s up untif (959, the srimer
orientation was toward specialized private prattice. In 1992 there was »

shift foward graduating doctors who would do academic research, with part-
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tims Yeacn ng and part-Time patient cars. There was an emphasis on
cbtaining = strong grounding in basic science and research, and pre-
medical humsnities and soclal sclences courses dropped out of the curriculum.
Funkeistala wuggests that the Scieatific £ra ﬁas¢§fimu§a?ad by the colid war
comptTivicn batween the United States and Russia, That made funds available
tor msic rasearch, as well 2s lmportant sclentizlc discoveries such as
DA and polioryalitis vaccine.

Then, in the jate !é&@*s 3 new ora was usherad ln. HMany medical
stidents ware Jistrassed by the fallure of the conventional medical system
¢ deliver the service properly, and Yo srevent liinass, In this prasent
wommunity Era, “here {s an emphasis on making surs that all segments of the
popuiation have basic coverage without regard to cost. Students began
studying Ths sovial sciences and choosing caresrs (a public health and family
medicine, 'n spite of the resistance of the "Madica! Estabiishment” to
sanctioning this *rend., Interastingly enough, the onset of the Community Era
In medicine is paralisied by the spread of the great refussi; the valuss
impiiad by the shift to community service seem to express a shift away from
the motivation of the entreprencur and academic achievemant, toward providing
tha service In the most humane wav possible.

A similar emphasis seemed To emerge in-the projects funded through
Opportunities for Youth Grants by the Canadian government, Sfudents in
professions such as law, dentistry, and medicine sought to integrate their

service into the community and meke it readily avaliable To The people.
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Nanial Yankelovich's study of values among university studsnts
throughout the United States also provides further evidence of changing
orientations toward caresr and work (Yankaelovich, {972}, Yankelovich
examinad the values of the *wo groups of coliege students: career-minded
and aos?«x?é%neﬁ?, The iattar group were mors tvplcal of youth withholding
a commitment, although nct necsssarily so. Some of the statements ?hét
differentiate the two groups are an interssting reflection of value

oriantstions,

£ _Agresment
Careur Fogte
Minded Atfivent
Competition encourages excellence 7l 43
Sacredness of priva*a property 79 53
Factors ‘mportant in a caresr cholce
Seif-axpression 36 75
Job security - 56 ' 2%
Chance to get shead 45 19
Money 54 29
Prestige . 4B i4

ARgain, these items seem t¢ Indicate a shitf awsy from the achievement
orisntation. < 4

The research evidance discussad in thig psper, although far from
conciuslive, would suggest that s more rigorous investigatlion of the basic
motivatioral pattern among youth is im order. in a Technologically-advanced

socisty idaology is an extremaly difflicuit concept %o pin down, bDecause



)
Yol

*

the diversity of lifestyles and subcultures aliows for a ditfusion of

values, and depending upon the specifirty or gensrality of the vatues that

urtiza®ions or central Themes. However, one central aspect of ideciogy

in 3 capitalist economy or zay sconomy *hat !s cosmitted to Industris!
growth as a fundamantal goat, is the Bmpa;?ance of values relatad to
groduction. We have referrad fo this as achisvement, partiy because 1+
grows cut of rtradition In the soclial scliences thet seems to capturs the
spirit of ¥uls ethic, and partly because the ldes of "striving for
exce!lance™ and the related walues of Individualism, activism, and future-

orientation zeam

]

essential to a society tha' Is commitied to sconomic growth.
The svidence that we have presentad ¥o suggest that this Ideciogy it wasken~
Ing ¥s drawn from the fact that new entrants to the Labour Force are
detliberately withhoiding 3 comm!tment to conventional jobs, and In some
cases atriempting Yo redefine the work orlentation; and that in support
Institutions iike the schooi, capable students are not responding to the
usua! Incantivas and either are "dropping out™ or pertorming pooriy. The
schoo! system saems 7o be fragmenting In response to these pressures.
These dehaviours wouid indicate that there s a serlous guestioning of the
fundimental value of economic growth as ar snd In itseif, and that vouth

~ &
are attempting to es?ab?lshvsociaﬁ relationships that are directed towards
otiar goais. Furthermore, it is being suggested that +his attempted
rec~lentation represents a weakening of the iéeeanéy of achlevement (the

tsial tnai we have chosen fo describe the outiock necessary to sustain
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Now it could be arqued with some va!idity that it is not the
desire to achleve that has weakenad, but rether the goals of The achiovement.
W 4hin the numanistic ideologies that many youth have adopted the notlion
of striving tor excellence stiil prevaiis. In the Maglowlian framewori,
tor vxample, the goal Is to strive for "self-actualization" as opposed Yo
oporaiing from "lowar” needs. There s 1ittie doud? that the idsa of
ach evement "hat has been central to Tha culfure of societies devoted To
econemic oroductivity still Is very prevalant, and that it will continue to
preva | as long as the basic institutions In society remain retativaly
stazla, but the important point Is that there is a serious quaestioning as
weil as a jradual change, and that %he numanistic mutations of this basic
ideoingizal tramework are fass compatibis with fhe institutional pa'ttarn
aeec:d o sustain a capitaiist society than Thelr nonhumanlistic counter-
parte. & youth who adopts the Importance of “seif-actualization” is not
iikely to adjust *o the assembly-iine at Gensra! Motors, or any regimented
curpoiate Institution whether It Is 5 workpizce or 3 schoo!. His ﬁ?rlvings'
requitm creative outlets; and he Is likely o rsa?i or withhold a comnifmant
1o any institution that Is Incompetible with his outiook.

The exact meaning of the great refusal |s an important question That
require: turther empirical investigation. F(f furthar evidance accumulates
to suggast that the ldeological changes among youth reprasent an cutlook
that i. necomnatidle with aconemic goais of capifaiism, then the fuactionsl
axpianaiisn that this phenomena represents a +yransition phase from chitghood

+6 adultnoad, has to be dismissed as incorrect (Parsons, {942: Eizenstadt,

956 1965: 19661, A reaction to sociefy hardiy could be viewsd 25 an



adjustment mechanism, if it leads To maladjustment to conventional
institutions. Moreover, the suplanation preoposed by Parsons (1963],

that +his extreme rsaction by vouth is a by-product of rapid technological
change, assuming that 11 has some valldity, doesn't really come to grips
with the Implications that the great refussi has for society.

There seems !ittie doubt that the youth culturas in Industriall~
advanced soclaties are making it increasingly difficult for youth to adjust
to conventiona!l roles. However, the more Important question I3 whether
this phenomena will remaln what has been cailiad a-"ZS cuiturs” that can have
no sarious impact on soclety, or whether the human and social forces that
are s?imuié#?ng youth fo withheld a commitment to conventional social roles
will confinue to grow, and we are witnessing tha Initial signal of a mors
profound sccial movement -- ths sesds of revolution? This latter guestion
requires some anslysis of the forces stimulating the great refusal.

b) Forces Stimulating the Contraculturs

Thore are two striking featuras of the noncommital patterns among
yourh that immediateiy come to light, The #irst -~ which is most ssif-evident
-~ i5 the youthfulness of the proponents. Ths second, is the fact that the
strongest opposition seems to be coming from the "syccesses" rather than
“taifures". Tha most milltant opponents of society are concentrated in thes
universities, and even among the university students thare appears fo be some
relationship batween conventionallty and social class. Nonc;;mitmen? is
boing seaded by wealth, rather than poverty; and this anomoly lIg difficult

to explain using a Marxist ciass analysis.



1¥ in fact the combination of youthtfulness and success ig
stimulating an oppositional cuitura, It seems important fo exsmine ench
of thise factors In 8 developmentai context. The first part is easier Yo
speculate sbout, since the literature Is replete with msny rich expianations
of the blolicgical, emctional, &nd Intellisctual factors vhat makes youth o
ditficult period of adjustment (Erikson, 1968, Keniston, {968;: inhalder &
Piagel, 1958}, Yegfh is a period of reconcitiation betwsen the individual
and s»aie?Q; when the Individuai forms a sense of self that aliows for a
harmonious refationship with sthers. This reconciilation Is most difficul?
in irdustrialized societles where the disjunction betwsen chiidhood and sdult-
hood !s more extrems, and The period of transitica Is lengthier. As the
process of Industrialization has continued, two factors have made The
transition perlod lengthier. First, the onset of the adolescent growth spurt
has come &t an eariler age, beginning at about age 13 in most industrialized
countries (Tannar, 1962). This represents a deciine in the onset of-
adolescence of more than four years during the fast 130 years. Secondly,
the years of training needed to participate in the labour force has increasad
85 the economy has assumed greater technological compiexity. in the initial
stages of Industrialization where the economy was primarily agricuitural, and
labour was performed through the family unit, youth could jd;n the iabour
force as soon as they had the necessary strength and msnual dexterity.

Because childhood and aduithood merged there wasn'ft an extended period of



ldentity formation during which the bicloglcally-mature adolescent wes
trained for adult socizl roles. As Industrialization has procesded, the
period of fraining has Increased. Before assuming sdult roles youth are
segregated inte institulions of learning to deveiop inteilectua!, technicai,
and socia! skiils nesded to sdjust to the Industris! worid. For sxamp la,
in Caneda during 1971, only 50.7% of youth aged 14-24 participeted In the
labour force, and It the projections for the expansion of education prove To
be accurate, the participation rate among youth will continue to decline
(iliing & Zsigmond, 1967). A student studylng for a profsszion can be
expected to attend school untll his or her middie or tate twentles, and »
grade tweive leve!l dipioma is becoming 2 minlmum standare for even +he most
menial of jobs,®

Given the present clrcumstances, there sesas to be no apparaent
reason why the frends foward a lengthisr period of yowth should chenge.
The soclal forces that sre contributing to The serller onsst of the
adolescent growth spurt and the tengthlier apprenticeship for the economy are
continuing to operate. Based on these trends, i+ would have Vo be pradicted
that The period of time thaet blologically-meture yeuth spend In & nonaduly
state, under the Influsnce of dissonant peer cultures, wili! increase sig-
nificantiy, and the tenslon that is associated with ?hlsvpeg{?d of adjustmant

will be exacerbated in the future.

* For a trenchant commentary upoen this situation in the United States,
sge: lvar Berg, Education and jobs: The great training robbery.




Aithough The case can be made that a proionged apprenticeship
may be stimuiating identity-confiict and tenslon, znd that the degree of
conflict might in some way be related to the [ength of the apprenticeship,
this does not explain why *the revolt among youth has “aken Its prassnt form,
If a daesire To withhold commitment to conventiona! institutions (s the
inevitablie outgrowth of an ex?eﬂded aporenticaecship, why then are those
experiencing this reaction a minority among vouth, let aione a mini-minority
of the tofal population? Youth of ths 1930's aiso uacarwent an extended
apprenticeship, and in spite of their rebellicus pranks and fads, were
quite conventional in orientation. Rather Than prolorging the nonadult
state, thay dasired to shorten this perlod of life anc become adults as
rapidiy as possibie. At pressnt wa find the opposite rsaction. Youth
are undecidad about carseers when cptions are available, dropping out of
schoo! when tre dagree !s accessible, doing poorly in their academic work
wnen they nave the talent, and experimsnting with cuounter-institutions when
tha convantional institutions have the welcome mat cut and dusted off. A
proionged apprenticeship may expiain identity conflict, but it does not explain
the development of an cppositional identity or a deliberate withholding of
commitmant.

If, in fact there is a shift in basic metiv:tionai orientation, it
can be contended that this shift is occurring predoninantly among youth rather

than aduits because this strata of soclety are in tie process of being

R

socialized, and conflicting social forces are most ikely to be acted out
within this group. To use a metaphor, the period from puberty prior to

assuming adult roles could be viewed as a stags upcn ahich a drama is unfolding.
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But why is The plot one of deiiberateiy withhoiding a commitment or in
some cases overt opposition to conventions, instead of a2 cry for more
production, more achievement, and more of the same? And why are fthose
who have volunteered to participate in this drama drawn from the most
"successful" strata in society? Perhaps these two questions are tied
together, and related to the content of the achievement Ideology and to
the nature of success. As mentioned previously, achievement coaid be
viewed as a motor that stimulated industrial deveiopment. When the
material conditions were ready the idea of provfng one's worth, relative
to others oy striving for excel ience, made the machines of Industry turn,
For a complex of psychological and social reasons, that were both rational
and quite irrational, tnis caliing had meanihg +0o péop!e and hecame a driving
social force.* People accepted the fact that the purpote of Their work
shouid pe *o expand production and that academic training prior to entering
1he Labour Force should de to develop characteristics that the Great industrial
Machine ~equires. The Social sclences, for thair part, either dismissed
numan nature, with the exception of its adaptive qualities, or made
aliowsnce for competing biological drives that were activated primarily by
deficiency. Thus The "good society" was one that could produce more Thas
the "uynderdeveloped™ and overcome human deflcits. Humans were socializsc To
produce, because it was belleved that maximizing production was a wortrwhile
human goal. The idaology of achievement served the purpose of stimulating
production, and more important, obscuring other real human deficiencies

that this sociaiization pattern was creating.

* Sea E. Fromm, Escape from Freedom for an Interesting discussion of why
the ideas of the Protestant Reformation were assimilated.
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Not all segments of society were allured by the ldeology of
achievement. Indeed, it seems that the "culturally deprived" had the
mistortune of having vaiues less compatibie with afficient production to
guide their deveiopment. The socialization pa?férn_of striving for
standards of excelience was mos?'sfrongly adopted by the middle ciass,
and confributed to the “success" of this group relative to others (Rosen,
1956; 1959; KcClelland, 1967). And, at present it seems that this ideology
is being rejected most strongly by middle class youth, for reasons that are
not easily discernlble, uniess one assumes that there is more to human nature
than competing biological drives -- and an inallenable part of human nature
Is the capacity to rebel against frustrating social relations. The
functional social relations most conducive to efficlent production seem to
be inducing rebeilion among those who are best equipped to adapt fo them,
and readily could have access to the valued goals of society -- Including
material affluence, academic education, healthcare. On the other hand,
acceptance of the ideology of achievement is most manifest among those who
stiil strive for success -- that is the goods and services readily available
in the middle class. To put it simply, functiona! social refations can
become chronicaily dysfunctional when the goal of the organization Is
perceived as being of minimal value. And I+ seems that among - sagments of
the middle class preduction for the sake of production is treated with an
abundance of skepticism, if not ocutright rejection.

In 3 society of material scarcity, one can readily belleve that the
notion of self-denial to achieve excellence had meaning, especially when

the rewards allowed for the purchase of goods and services that met real

o
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human needs. The ideology provided a rational purpose even if There

1

were lrrational and humanly harmful conseguences. Howaver, for Those

who have bsen |iberated from materia! want, and for thosa who believe

that the productive capscity exists to eliminate materiai want for all,

the consequencas of The ideciogy of achlevemeat can no longer be obscured

by any rational purpose That may have been served in the past. As a

resuit, we presentiy have the anomoly that an ideciogy that stimulated the °

materia!l conditions for affiuence is making itseif ohsolete ~- and is llikeiy

to continue To sew the seads of its destruction the longar it remains Intact.
As industrialization continues and materiat goods and services become

more broadly distriputed, skepticism direa*nd‘af the qoals of achigvement

and the adoption of humanistic ideals Is likely o zpread. Moreover, the

fundamental commitmant of capitalist economic organization To exsanding

procduction means that there are limitations to w%?ch ingtitutions can offer

viable atternatives. The corporation, for example, can placate worker

discatisfaction by modifying the highly speciaiized assembly line into some-

what more complaex components, and can have workers par?icipa?e in reorganizing

the tasks, but it cannot abanden its fundamental commitment to maintaining

production at a nrofitable leve!. In a caplitalist society creative expression

must always be secondary to the orofitabiesness of labour. Similariy, the

school can {iberalize reguiations, and move Yoward & “free scggot" model;

however, the fact that schools sre provided with capital to sociailze and

select students for the sconomy places a wajor constraint on the raorganization

of education. As long as the goals of the sconomy remain unchanged, humanistic

orientations that teachers might preach are secondary to the practice of
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soclalizing students to exce!l and sslecting fThe succasses and faifures.
The teacher-student relationship is defined by the functions of the
institution -- and 3s iong as the functions remain unchanged, variations
in the teacher-student relstionship ars iimited {Quarter, 1972). Even
in "free schoois" innovative practice is iimited by the awareness that
schelastic performance is the major vehicie to valued professional jobs
(Durrie, 1972). Like the corporation, schools can make normative changes
by placing students on governing bodles, or modifying specific reguiations
in response to pressure from siudents, but the nature of the socliety of
which the schoo! Is a part supports the basic §n5?i?u?§onai structure.

Sehools can allow the Teaching of humanistic ideas but 1T s more
d4ifficult to practice them. And the corporation can endorse ail the
svmbols of youth, but it's fundamental commitment to profift means that
ireadom, ecology, and long hair are peddlad like any other product.
Basically, the conflict betwsen the humanistic idecloglies spreading among
youth, and the institutional commitment to aconomic production is
irreconcilable; The institutions can only feign concern and make minor
reforms to siphon off the pressure.

For those who have divorced themseives from the ideoliogy of
-schievemenf, the only options are to withhold a commitment, to join oppositional
subcultures, or to move to rural countercultures. As long ;; the basic
instltutions of society remain relatively stable, then viable optlons become
limited. Counter-instlitutions operate under great hardship and tend to bs

very transient.



13
5

in summary, this analysis leads to the conclusion that the youth
revolt is a significant socia! force thart wiji continue to grow. The
Process of industrialization should be extanding the period of youth as
well as creating grsater productivity; and productivity seams to be undermining
the motivating force of tha achlevement tdeology. These circumstances ars
reating an increasing number of noncommitted peopie whe are deslrous of a
reorientation to life -~ g condition ?ha% aventualiiy must affect the very

nature of scclety.
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