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GRtUi'Si ANt ltl]Ci.i. Foii?ics )

by lanny tseckrnan

I vrant to ccnsid,err among other t):rgs., t:-e-function of
qoverr.tent fun:in€ profrirns ior srralI, indepc::tent ccmunity

t".,t,o -ti rn r -rc,::7r - 1 }--ave t >lved. ingro':rs. For nore th.an a ;re!'rt I haYe been v€ri,r' l-nvc
Ihe i.r:ntal" I'ati-ents ilssoci,rti on, a. narticularl;,' successful
exan;leofaco:rnrrnitl-'rFillou]).Ihavesnen&aT-r:'rgeamor;nt.of
t:-r.e pursui:rg gcverrrlr"rbi:t fundi-ng fo:' I'P.r". Of the ii?OtCOO '-'re

have recei.reC in c',t:l f::lst f,r:27, m the very large majority
has ccne ircE ro.trernnent, par:icular).;' i:e f ec+ral- go/iln{r!lt
(Cyl.- IlarCCO; Oli'Y S5iQOO last yea: a::d expi3ct:ng i;27r0OO
inis year;- IIP - !161000). J sircn;-l;r belicv,-" that thc suc.cess
c,f t'il'i ( igr:oup of extrenely oppressed anC iri-th.e-:::to total-Iy
disorganjzed. pionle) is cruciel. liy r7is,,,rs or1_gc1'ernment fund,i::g
are slnpeC" lal-gel;r by ny cornrnitnent to I{FA. They are also
she.ped ny t*f sociaiist convj-ction ti:at rcvol.ut:clary change
'i q nr'e.ess:Al"v j.n CanaCa..]-...

l,et me nake that the f rrst ot'a list of ap:ions:

1) Tc solve scciaL * econonic end pollt:ci:1" probleTst
r.errn] r.lti r-n Rr.-'r nh nn''es. -i n iire stfuctu::e cf Canadi an soc'ietyI g V V*\4 i,I\.1!:\-Lrl vi; +ri\ )eu

are rL1 iulreo 3

2) Cand.da j-s nct in a revolu.t:c::ar;; state, lol even in a
pre-revolutic::,ary Stat*. At :resent, the rad:-i:al left ig snall-
i..n nuntrer:* ar.d. fi';ll:re::t*d in ccnlosi.ticn. Thri:"e is s:.np13" nc
orgai::ized bas+ f s:' *vt innineni revoluiibr.

-\)) ;.r:crcal crranrzi-:13 a.ror.:nC genelll. p&1itic11- issue:l silch
as natj-cnalisr:,, nnti*i.nne r:rsl,sin anC ar:.t i-ca:ri +:el-is;l ha.c ::ot
been -;artj,cula:i:1ir e'rrcressf:ll in ]qrinl: the fa';nct+;j.<;n ior lol.j.ti*al"
cp'a::i tlcl:: ':,* ;l:i' t::-t:i i.f; (:l-i,.lrlo "h:i.l,i -,:i:-1.::;-'c,;.i1 Slnlt-: g !1'r'r'
':hisr:C 'i:rr, l'.er"* l r:f f nti,l;c'i oris::es:: C".::"i::r tiE: ':::' st 5-1O )r*':::s t
nc e i"f .ct:lve ]ntr.sri-'bi:e i 1:e:'ty 1::.s e::er;ed cr" i:',: like ) y tc in
the near ful.ure .

.'+) Ge::e i"al- pei1.:.+;i.ca1 lll:CIp:Lgi'-::d:; j*nsr 
"':ilj 

ch" o:::.gi-n.irt*d in
un"i-r:*::sit,ies: i-n tire e ::1'1y 60s" stc::r to have r*a*had a lcint of

,d j-1,1j.nishi.n3 iciu::ns, ''i'r:.le ti-:r s'nrt o-f pc1i.t: cal act:-"'ity i s 
-innnp.i:n:it it h*c i:"*r'cn tcC gbst:':rCt a.nd i.nie:'SOr:S.l- *J() COn:ngid

thb a1)-egi.once of l.p::r'g? n'-'.ubeirs of ;1rc',:l e" -

t) Trrohab-l;,, t]',,t ::cst ;rnrisinq nnd- sucr.esr:ful il:r'el'qp:nents
oa/ri.T' tnt, pasi ) ''i'::t:'s have ber:t: l.:l tlle g::r:'.'.'th--*f pl:oi'r'css.ive,
-r6f ,'..ani st - "s:.::.ll.e-].ssiugt' contu:r:-t;,' [::cu so 10,:
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of such peopler s groups can provide an 1*lro.ltent.politi"cal basel
in"tf,*"r'thi.t tfj-; ba,ie r+r]1 be connosel o*r p?oP1e.who have had'
anJ.r:al e;rner.i ence in organizin6, in-i'rorkinll i1":!h cther oppresseC

;;;;i; if!-3-vts reat- n6eds attc.'in dealing uirh establishec
structure s.

Irn not claimingl that refornist, conryuni*y or$anizing ought
to renf ::ce "t rf ic; t1:7 raCical c:'ranizing (tf e -tr';o . 

haye to evolve
i"*"iir;"), lut i dleliev_e.tnatr of tre t',.'o, re.icrnist organr-zi-ng

"*i"u=**i* 
the roie realistic'etr alte::native alt th.1s trrse for

tuitAing a Potential rnovenent.

Obviously, the Scvernment has C.if f erenf vierts. It believes
that funCing 66nnunity llroups ",';i11r-in the l-on,g 11L1-11r u+!l'r
p"oa""" no Eignificani [langes orr-in the lrori T**, i1ilrl
invo:,ve tctent:-al radj-cais in ha::lnless? refornist activrt.v
and nal' even put band"-aj-cs on a fer'r social p:-r:blems. in any
case, Lhe govirnnent viel,'s the is-'sue of connu:'.it;/ organizi-ng
and of proviarng funcs as basic:..lly dnj"m":ortant. 

,

The anount of nonc;r irvested in prc5rells ]}ku cYC' oFY and

tIP is trivially sr,all. of the one bj-}lto1 dc:l,]-ars soent on
lfr"'-li"ter: ovorks p:roilra:n? onl.lr ,O to lOO nilli'-Dn vient to con-
munit;i otor,.pn. 'iCbnniinj.ty aevbloprnent" pi:ori:la::5 ale fj--ren crumbst
I tt,ii.k the- gcvcrnnents rnain ncti're in fur.dlnr these pl?afrans
is PR, is in pr*viti.ing a shoucase b;r c::eatin* &' snail nunbei
;i j;i= i+hile the inale created. is *irat_probli,:rs-9f uner:plo;nnent'
;;"tt:ii*tr""it" otc" aie bej"ng recCIgnt"z,ed" anC *ealtk ','iith.
Qbvio'"rs1;r, they ?:'e nct n

.r,.nother char':cte :-: st,j c of taese jlrolr"ns .':-E, tl atthe;r of f er
jobs, not to ,cooll/r,;orki-ng cl -ss or unde::c.lass people, but rathcr
io i***.l:loy:d, n:"hOf c cliss uni'"'e:sit;i back5:r;'nd yor-rna peor 1e'
ft nay te ti:"'ca.se (ar* th:.s is pro'babiir:i el-,,nent--al-beit a

minol one-- in tb.e govei.nncntr s r,otirtes) thlrt these jobs- l'ril-l-
bloek the ::adical-izltion of ni-r1Cle class ki.ds* But on ti:e whole
I doubt tnis is tle case. The no',renent r,iir.s bgqun,by -lrivileged-
ar..,r-r,.r. nrrnnt e in universities. The bulk of r:ecli-ca} ini-tiati-ve
erVurttr '- -: -(-'- 1-
i" sIii"f t ken cn by tiris sort ai'ierson" l:otrrtlver, a i::aior
ny,ntr't cm .in i;heir pcLit:-cal qroi.,'th i:as been ther iscl.atior:" and. ivor-v
i;;;' ;"r.ri it:' ;f ;;i;;"*ilv 'tol it'c s '. 'jhe ier-::-ation oi rhetorj c

about clasu c;,pre.sion, povert;r etc. lias occur:::cd in al vacuun'
fh; bives af uni-tersitj.r i:idrcals anC ',','crkinq cl.ass poor einr:st
never neet, just as thb student in lrot:ent and +,,i:e 'l.abour noVei:ent
h.ave nefer fcrned any viab}-e cealitlon.

- It has alr,:a-.-s been true of revolutioni;i'y, situatrons that
th.e politice] f cae e:shi:: s?:'n.ng_ {r-on. r,iCdie c.["',tss inte].lectuals'
II6.,.iev€,., Ourir:a tte 60s' tie al-iff bet',*ecn- thcr,* peo*':1u:*?9 -o::d"i"n-
e.!.v r.,,o?kiner cl.iss cc.Olle ::enal:ed enolrous b:- Vi:'*LUe-' Cf ti:e
isllation ;f la.f jcils at unitr'r,:lrsit$es" lu::inr tire last ferv

t;;;", uni,trcr.si-t;' x'::i icals hnl-e--r,'j-tl: or t',,iti:cr;t gcvsrnilent
func.ing--begun to ric.;e ou-t cf thc uni.'"e::sit''r' a::id' in'bo (ri-lat-is
;;;;at; c"riua) tne connun:ty" r see 1his novo as essentialo
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I dontt vrant,to exa$gerate the nuraber of poJ"i-ticr-rl-ly ccnscior':s

radicals r,.rno ?"?€ r+orking i""god'rryent fr:rr-deii" connunit:" glrouls'

The nunber 1s sna]l he:-e "i "r"";i',,;i:e:'e. 
r e.J-so don't E{f ."iani

to rnply th.at veTir mar]y func.ed. gioups a:]e jrri:::inently colitj.ce}
or even that tirey serve *ii"*"*ua* c'l oit.'"uss'rd peoi:le' Certai"nly '

the majo:::ty "r-br;-*::a 
i# it'i*:l:,:t;t lj'b":rii"l 11 t1-re ri;c'si

senscr serve "",rJ'' 
l:te i:::r:elevant ::eld.s cf th"":: reiddle cl"ass

and. nay even ""il"a 
pclitical' Ceveloixl":nt'

statetheobvious!idedonotccniro}8ove]]nnenl
deci=*l; iiu""I-roi"n.r;' "iytirlng 

but an in,r,ig;nific::nt1v snatl

eff ect oil its poiicies-3t- ii"i= polnt. -'ie fi-r:d-- curselves in the

positicn of i";iii"i"ilafn'f" to us sc:;:e E'vernaent r:cnelr for:

conrnunit-v organlzing' cui-""u*tron-is ''treih+::l' 1'Ie can ue-le it

(in ccntrast-to Ih-ear. g:ui "i-i;;--.oritice'ir;' ":1:T:"t'''iork' 
In

the absenge oi any otnt:r "i!*i-:'oi-liic..f- 
alii:r:nati'e ' I believe

we can and s:rou'ld get cur hands cn es n'ach of th'at noney as

,oossibt-e to bui.ld tne f"t oiglitritiot'!-inut h'old sone iolrtical
iro"tise.

I feel it is th.e function of radica].s liic\:j:king in refornist

trrou,,s to jointr togcthe:" r;rth oi)pre??ua peopi* to se::ve real

lociat anC personal neeasr"i" i1i" It cfiar- t'n the peopl-e that

Sovr6,orlT*t**it to tne woit"ls*laiee on socj-i'rlj-st 3:rinc:ipies
emd tc ecucate Dec:l:ie-to"l"A-"o"i*tisin based *n t::ngiblet conson

working bonCs and, goals. '^ilt'"i*gin-'lth tfe facts tlat tne leople

-v.ou,re ,..ior:kiig i.ritfi are toi"o"igi9"]1y-socia1.:sts' that tbe;i have

been ex:osed"io""'ii*"f "it-t""id 
(ai:tlcoiee in t3e establ-ish;rent

,Dl:e3s) anci thiit the;,' i,"-r"'-i.u;-;;=icne el- "o :t * 
To nove ici:rether

tolrarc racicai ccnscro.t"*"=, and.-ch-ange requi':es a rlo:kilE base'

rol nost groiips that *.*I-" io"ation'(*iicit ics't} noney), j.t

aea::sap:'ctrranti:aipoopt*relatetooutoi:'ealneed'stnot
orit of abstract ccmrnltnu*i, i! 1"::l^lii: i=: i:?1:d tc develop

colli0una]fec]"i::gbasedg*ggr.rlrCnre].evant:]11?:.]-.ces.Unless
th"e sne-ll ,r',rronei of raAicufs in n:r{-iiton renr::'c:l joi'n toggther

on a single;;-o'*tL nunber of conna:iitt el9-q":?l:; "o 
prcject

',^ri11 trawe suff:-c-iert nPgen l'esoi':lrces to- abccrl':l-iSn any of tle
goals lister-;;;;;; lir*"i""i ,-* thai radicals are scattered

anc non-::ao.ica]s a].e n"t c*'*ittec. tc ccl}ect:ve l.,'o]:k w.ir}icut

s&"baries. iio,',ievet, nlny *";-;l:::':^"cr-i;o3i:lical pecrle

l;il-1 uc;rk n,rra-in collcLt:.ve p::ojecrs fcr sub:sj'stence sa'j-el'1es

(and wil-l.it-io*{ kicitbac:t. igl'tt?: ni-litoi" sc'l'aries to

thegroup,t.oFY;LIl.etr..p"o"ia*theiesa]-ar.:-es.lbelj"eve
that th.e pot*iiih"i"tiiigil e"9E::^:: of real- srours outuei-ghs

the negativ"'-ii*"tL of the nrany :-rrelu""it p:'ii;ects fu::ded by

golrernnent. oped
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9:l"Aianrtse*xsfx cannot solve j-ts or,rn probler:s" pro5irarns lrkelrP are fiiil-cJ-y cesparate attenrts to pclish t}e surface of ti:eproblernso iiegardless of . goverrueent pbticy, o*:rosi-tion r*il-l con-;rinrra tn ro1'Ir The cuestidn here iJ" poriiici:--peopre is v,,hether""clfF*type pro3rercs r,'ill accel-erate o:: inl*de tj:is onnnq.irinnAs rr1'e stated, r berieve the forner t;'b"-trru-J*;;:"rrur'L'5r'
?.kiven th.e present econonic situetion--vi]::ch :.s still fir.r' frorn.der::ession level--I c.o not see other porii:"caf alternatives

_ $i.oi+ing mo:-'e cuickly, nor d.o I see fheir" l,Lir.,",- 
".1' pronrars. I i;;i-;;Js:,*ssive orsani;iil ;;:tt"5::1",i;:":$"1t"possrble. tteforrrist_x grou s offdr: ti,,:t possiu{iifit - 

i""' "pitu_ of itself , LfP .rrf CIrY a:'e kinclliag trat possibilj-i; :""-*"--u*"ffnumber of projects. Fron n.v_poini"cf vieir, -";,i;;;i; (i-i." io'^rrothave the :o','rer to abolisu rlp) ought to engase in r:_leritini *umuch of tiLat noney as possrble i"F-p"og"uu-Ijrr* giorrpu.
Tn fact? lIP and CFY :eccinize the.pctent:-n)- politic:1 c1,ngei,of tl:err pol,icies. TheF cc::r.ect for tiri; b), b;;id'inf. ;* *o*i*rr*insecurity into. tle groi:ps the;r fund, The-i""ii-rrr.,ie311y offuncs a-_e cflotted to spl_a:'ics, neanir:g tn"?-"*-g"o*i"-(ir"ltuses the noneir es stateri. in the appl:-carr.on,, clln elrer buj-}d aviabl.e eccncnj-c base tc i+su::e t:lb'cantj-nuatjc: of the Eroup.These p:-ox1'a:ns naks su'e ("i'.;d";") tn*t arl f,'n*s are s.-,ent'assocn .4s th'r;r a'"{} i.s.-i.re d. T:te i::e .,;irr.;: 1f . ?ry 1r,ri;,--tlyo--"'i.o..;nc.1'*se to ?e:ril. lIc ctipilai base c:n bL l_ai,d."

r rnsecr.r.::j-tr :-s; al so,bu:lt in i:y i:ic-,.iirrr fr::rc.s fcr shortpe::icds af t:*b" (i:p x 6 nos, cFy"*-rr ncn"fiui, ,:xc whj-ch r:,r,;ed tosign 2 yeri cont:qcts, nci,' rij 11 on1";r s j 1n ""itro.cts f or oneycar et a. t:*.e.) The n:'cqrai:,s r*e cbsi.giea io- **"erate a r_ar.genunber of q:all , \rre:.k i.nd't:.ansitory g.ouiu, ],i a qrourJ aaneqestc achieve sn-'r 11'esurc of siae an,. ^1;t:*ngtn, rlt"ai.il-iriif't*l't*=-nin-,ted (:r's I'Fri hiis beer: to,ld. by CFY t}:,ai l.re i,;rlnrt receive fu"nrlsfor '71, the reeiso. bci-ng thr:t. i^,'er::e too establ.:.uneai:--,i;""*'governnentr.l qcal j.s ta make su:'e tl:at iuneinf is cut off befo'ea glrouo trlclnes pcl j-t: c;.11;r thhratenr:tg; tl-e g=o"l; 
" 
-g"*i 

;;- "to rnake sri'e t}:at it is threatenir:8 by--the timu: its funds arearr* a{'-'vqv L,t._ a

\

I otfic:- Se :.: f unCi ng;
ell-cit.ed t,* non-salary e)rDen-
use of fu:-::,* s, ic. , tree suriesa:genditu:*s ourlr.t to be

iro1,'cln:te.:1t ",*j-l-L ::c sr-,cnd too
, rhe'rr19 ircl-e 1ikcl:r to
t,hnl i ch i n c* ^ ^tlrlt.!1- 

-i J-rr f rrr.d j_ ev*t;:tl t:y_. i_/(rsalk--J uJ f UlttL_Il$

r \ {Dt is i.nportart 1;o ilre-ss for. a.)

?i-n_!1":l I prorort:c:- of iur:isl.be
ses enc e) 1e?rejr restrj_ctj ons or' tre
shoulC be able to bu:l_t uj.,+ carj_telpe::nttteC. r:tc . I dcn t t j.: n,l j ne thepositive y i;o thcse de;::anCs,, ho,,..,cvi:r

accu.j esce ;:ero ti:irn to pr:oposals ofpro:'uf ms.

1+hjl"e the ncney j"s-avaitable,
cormunit;* il:ior_tts. lhe ^.overxaei:t i.;funCinr:. on-3- sne_L], sho.rt te::l,q llrojestabl i sh*d aEencies l_ike tne yi.lCf
the possjbil:!y il::rt the se srnal-L ga ;ecirl-er s co11i,:tive cf fll:oucs. ii

ren;ri n f :":rr,.t'ic:lte d lnd r.o-..,e:--Less ,_,!j

ii should b* useC. to bulldil-l ::e t;rin 5 ts poli c;r of
ec.ts (escer:'t: foi UacLr+e.rd,
). I,ol-j.,;j-cal. hope a::j.-.es from
l1O',:;)s '.ti l-1 T::r:l::r tO ne:ne i-ntOtl:*r'ui-se co::::::rrni t;r E:rou..s vli-r. 1
have ellnlici"tly rirdisal. $roup$.
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I believe that money for real groups will- be cut off

when t}:ey become a poteniiat threat*to istablished interests.The objectives of these grouns oughi; to be to develon a col]ective
base so tl-at rvhen funds are terrninated", the group(s) r^ril.l not
disintegrater- but will constitute a viable oige.nizational basefor further political actj-on.


