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{ 11l:rjLrl l}r,ri'Posir of this stut11' $'iis to shorv t}rc tlcgr:ec of l, -

la.tionsLip betil'ccrr. hunranitli.r'irn attituclcs aucl belicfs alrorii.

nlclritll palicrits, on olle hancl, al'tl t'olutrtcclitlg fol a corllir- rri'rtr

ship plogr:anr for mentitl hospital paticnts, orr thc other. Statcd

in irr,lcl tcrr,,n, this sectns a noclcst and stleightforrvtrrc'!. sori of

rescarch goal. A responcleut's attitude to$'ard helping otltcr'.'

(e.g., 'ireecly or r-urfortunate persons") ancl belicfs about patierrt-'

(e.[., "it's dangei'ous to forget for a rnoncnt that they art

meitally ill") ougltt to affect his inclination to visit a cluorric

patient on a regular basis. Yet the social ps;'chology literattrrt'

indicates that predictive validi'ry of attitude rreasures is pelhaps

the most poorly verifiecl alea of attitude research' Wicl<er (tSOg)

revieu,ed many of the relevant studies $oing back to LaPierc's

l(rg3+) classic, and found that only rarely have investigators rc-

i ported a corlelation as high a_s .5o_ betweeu what people sa1'

1 lattitude measure) and u4iat they do (attitude-appropriate bc-

: havior) with regard to an attitude object'
' To illustrate, Fazio ( tg6g ) found colrelations of up to '49

between statecl fear of insects and subjects' ovett handling of a

large cockroach. The subjects' performance-took place just a{tcL

they had completed the fear survey, and under these instructiotrs:
"In an attempt to assess the extent to which sfuderlts miglit.bc

afraicl of handling certain animals, we have selected one sihratiorr

listed in the sul'Deu you lmxe iust completecl" (p. 7o6, trtl'

emphasis ). Under such a heavy set for attitude-behavior con-

r, The study was partly supported by Public Health Service Research

Grant r RO 3 MH ,Aiis*", fro,n the Iriational Institute of N{ental Healtli'

z.The cnoperation of 
'br. Philip D' Wheaton, Prcsident, lvlidcllesex Conr-

-lrnitf Collcge, ,r,d h, staff is gratefully acknov'ledged. The author also

wishes to thaik-Carol Efron and Gaiy Johrrion for thcir i-relp u,ith data tabLrlr-

tion and analyses.
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*thiecis and I' rocedurt:

'I-he lcsponclettts tvcte S'2g llew strrdents at N{iddlcse:'l Conlr.t'irttriiv

Collcge, rrlio net itt 'Lt'g"L'iliol to thcir first clilsscs' Tire reason fr':

thc assen-rbly was t"';;; "oilt'gt 
officials' fincl out about class sch''-

dules, and so forth. irr" n.rtrrnr'h,.d ^rrnnged 
u'ith the administrati.r:

to be introcrucecl as 
icoordirrnto' of the colrege s,:]d:.tl! cornprnir':r

Program at CVI'I (C;;;ii;ttt-.\/alley Hospltal)"' follorving sorr'''

brief prelininnrT tai.i"bf irr" "o'"ge's 
lrreslclcnt, registrar:, ancl clc*rr.

Ncarll' all suhjccts' fanrily honrcs lr'crc rvitliin commuting distrrr'''

of the college, 
^"d 

i'i";;;Piricel drta taken at the time of recruitncn"

revealed that over ;"iiil';f thc students $,ere natives of \rliddle'

torim (local" "f b"th";;ii"g" n'"'9 hospital) or an immediately rd

; 
;; ;;' .^'' T :'"f*T Tr:""* m: ; X;,';l',";lY il:iHi il:, ll :

i:ff:ity"i:"J,11,;;;: il"1pi,"r "i,iLti#,t 
cJies, e.g, Knapp rn,r

Holzberg ( rs6+)' ffi;;;"lt''or-iu".,pt"tent studenis r z:re ccrtrri,

to have b".r, u"q"ui"i"i t"ltf ilte hospltnl' as a cornm''i[r instihrtiort'

and likely h^tl fo;;J some attitud"; "b";; 
cvir o"a about ncDt'rl

notfi:''unrreal 
for volunteers rvas given vocally and printed.orr sign-rrp

forms. The author ;";;;il g"th"'iig r'" 
1^a 

ti"Il'T"'^"::t"-;'|o\til:'

;;ili;;; in. the hospital's companio' prosram' anct t(

data for a study of colicgc sru<lents' oiii.Ja.i, Hi explaincd tlri:

each volunt"", *,o.rld visit-o'e patient -nii""""trylo1t'ottt 
a r't"'l

for the duration of a semeste' oi u" ""tit" '"ltool f"o'' It rvas enrplr't-
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ir"," fri.,iarlrii; ii'it)r an iir'J:rcs;lcil or-il-si6r:r'. Stucl.rrls sri;t'1; {i1611 gi'r'"

uri,,t;,,rt,-,,"tir,,rs foi fillitig out thc attitrrclC scalcs, a'lltl tlLc tcr;iuif-

i.,,, tor,r-.. (rvit1 attirchccl"attiiLrc'lc ir-^'t,rr'ror)') 
"v.;:c 

distri1'rtctl'

Racrtiitnrttt ltt'rm ttntl AtLiiude Scoles

T'hc si11l-u;-r ft)irll \vas plirl'rccl on color"cd papi']'' and thr":c'by dis-

r;lrouislr: 'l"flor,, tirt: attiLucic cliicstic.rllrrairc' It corrsistt:r1 of ti'rc 'po'ger;'

|]r:t;;;, , r""-t""t'.t or1;lana'ti6' of thc Purloscs and Jogistics of cor''r-

pariol^r:rl'it;, sir.ossiilg '-t"C 
fo' r'isitors' loil' s'ittiLrirl : rrrig)ri' intelhli

i'ttit f,",ti",s (plai'irpl (:i'1(1s' going for x'alks' etc')' autl tlat visiiilg

tirnes coulcl 
.,,., n,,.ttt'i;ti tu "it tlic stuclc'is' sclcdrilcs' Oii tle rrc>rt

;;;; t]t"t \1'cr'ir aslir:ii to rccorcl their rtairre' telcphr.rne nur"ber' a.:rc'l

iai'ir".r, nt.,.I t,,, r'csi,rncl to the itcm a1',rurr'ing bllcrv:

Pleast c'liscl; o,te of tlte folltttL:ing:

I rvoulcl like to bccoille a comllallioil at

C\zI'I this fall

Wotilii ProbablY like to be in the

corlpauion progl'am, but I am Llnsul'c

at this time

Probably not intercstecl in this

Prograrn, but I am unsure at the

Present time

DefinitelY not interested irr

ioining CVII comPanion Program

Comments (if anY):

Instmctionsmadeitclearthat'rvhilecheckingoneofthe"inter-
ested" categori", ,t""d-'-'ot replesent a ffnal decision' ]'esponses to the

it.rn a"t"rriinecl rvho rvould be contacted later' as the program got

unclerwav. R"rpo,ld"'-'ts rvho indicated positive jntcnt 
'tlrus 

made

;;_* ;i;:; ;;;i;;; for thc fuhrre rcc^iir,'ent; those rvho chccked

a negative category effectively closed. off this possibility'

The attached questionnaiie contained the attihrde scales used to

postdict intentions, a short-form social dcsirability test' 1nd 
a derno-

graphic information sheet (sex, bjr$ 
-or-der' 

religion' ancl social-class

[oti;. rt " 
attituclc inventory included 6g items frorn a longer series

a.u"iop"a to mcasure ,"u"'ol humanitarian dimensio's'a The present

, 4.E. H. Fischer. Consistency among hurnanitrrian and helping attihrdes'
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irr\',.,'i::)'o;riiit rl sirrlt'rrri'rris lof.rrirrg lo arriir',als; lrrtl crLild:'clr, ri.lrii.ir
\i'c]() j,i tlr:'oii{'iii:tl.'1i,,-r 11l,i1aitrrttg iii'ii;s cot:r1i'isl'i} fci.r.sciLlr.s, <lt,-
rir t'rl. b1' fltt:iot ltitrrlr.sis, ri'hicli asscssr,cl lrc!rrinr, soi:i;r) rcsirolsil)jlri,,..
alx:[ rir!tltr'rdilit'u:.rl l,,riititnitirlirur (esscntirliy s.rr li'o!'t.cssi.,'iiryr) r,itir,,,
anri rr{ijtLril, iri',., ' cliniiitr.l:r. 'Iitl liclpiug atrrl socirrl.r.c.slclsilril;ii:
altilucl<'r \',',. . ol ;rtosi iiiicrcst in" tlrc crlrr('irL stur'!i'; ilrr: iio;-,ir,ldiLiu,,.,l
alril c;"ir;ri l si'lt]r's \.,1-Lrr gi\,(-tt as cotill'ol mita!!uj:cs, to see jf tl,i.
folirrt'i' lr 1-lr. ii jls lor ,'i'l;rled rlroi c stlcjltlf ir'ii:]i vo)ulrlliiil.-r (,,,
\r-r)rrlfl lr,, r,,-','l:,i..1.od). fi::rr'rplcs of ilcrtns frorr tlic hclpirrtl riicl :,,-,r.,irrl_

rc.spcrttsiittii': sCal.rs ar:c, rcsPCCtivol;': "Yort (iir,i gr)t ilri6 rr.rirl ti.orrl_,.1.

br:ilg a'(lolil Saiirlirilun,'and alc bct.ii,r;'cli stccriilp; clcit;: of otlir,ir'
Irt'oblcnls," and "I \','oilld lilic to 1a1.:c par't in a social action lrr.ogrirril
for ai<iirrg nccdy or ri;rfortunitte pcr:soris."

.r Fotir tee:r belief sLrlteruer"lts about rnenial paticnts ancl rnc'rit;rl illirc,.;
ialso s,er"e given. Ellsu'orth (r965) fouiid tlrat scorcs of psychilrtiic

aiclcs, on tliis bclie{s scale, $'cle },ighly correlatccl rvith patients'plr.-
ccptions of the aicles'behaviors (torvrrrd patients).5 "Good" aiclcs ri.r.,
apt to rejcc:i stntencirts srich as "lfvc,ry rlcntal hcl.spita,l shoulcl lrr

surrcr.rrilcd by' a high fence $'it'h gi.rrrrds."

All attitude itcrns tt'crc prescnted in a four-categor:y (aglce-Cis-

aglee) rcsponse forn-rat. The scales wele keyed so that a high scolt:

n-lealrt plohLlmanitaria,n attitude, or benign belicfs about patients.
The social clesirability test consisted of ry N4arlor.r'e-Crou'nc (196o)

items selected from Goldfried's (tg6+) cross-validity stucly.

Rnsur-rs

lntention, to Participate (Volunteering) as a Critical Dcpenclent

Variable
It must be noted that, in the plesent study, the attittrclc

vadables were not being coffelated with behavior pel sc, btrt

rather rvith volunteering to participate in companionship (at I
futule date). Intention is a rather indirect behavioral clitclion.
Holvever, scaled intentions may be a purer measttre than a

gross behavioral index, say, whether subject showed uP ol not

for a preliminary companion session. The intention may excludc

contaminating factors such as the studerrt's having otlier obli-

gations at the arlanged tirne. Nonetheless, it rvas certainly de-

iirable to check tG correspondence between intention ancl

5. Ellsworth named this scale "nontraditionalism." Horvever, to splre con-

fusion with the "nontraditional hr,rmanitarian" attitude, also studicd herein'

Ellsrvorth's scalc rvill be callcd (with apology) "belicfs about patients."
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"actnir-]" beliavior. If the i,,i,o
of intcntiou as a variable to
questionablc.

5s/
\'r'clc colnplctcly ult.elatcd, use

rcpi'escnt voluntecring woulcl l_rc

. Aprtoj',',ntcly three r,vecJcs a-f"ter trrc r:ecr-uit'rent aiicr a.i,tirLrde
forms hacl bcen aclminislr..rir, tric z3 studcnts v,,rrc had clccrccd
categorl' 4 (irigircsi i*krr st irr-p'igrar'), a'cl n' 

",;,',i,ruro-.,tn.ml;ci' of subj.cts-'pickcrl .",r,.'i,,'ri'*r"+,u t na 
"ir""J,i,l "r.,."-gorics S (p'ob:ib]1, i'ieresied) a'cl ;;'(pr.o.ba.Llt ;r; ;;;;;srcil),

wci:e se't a" foi-'m lc'cter, T'irc lctte;: statei that tivo ;;;i;;; 
","r"beirg hekl thc follorvi'g wcerr, to crisc.ss ""-;;;;;;it,p. aretunt pos{carc1 r,r.as elcloscd foi. t}re lespon.l"rrt to inclicate

rvhcihrr'Jre co*ld malre onc of the ureciingi, or if not, rvhctrrer
hc walrtcd a*oihcr appoi'tnrc't with tle cornpa*ion coorclinatoi.,
or rva.iirrl- to rvithclr:arl'. srucle'ts not hea.cl f-'d, ,u"r. t"l"f,tro,,"a
and lcrrinded ol thc rneclings.

F'orty-eight pe'ccnt of ca-tcgory 4> zz percent fro'r category
3, and none of the category z 

"students 
subsequently responclecl

and bcgan scci'g conrparrio' patie'rs ar rrrc i;ilii"i; 2 x 3chi-scl.rare test of t]ie^jrequ-err"ie, (show ver.s,s 
'o_shorv, forcatcgories 4, 3, and e) yieldecl X2: r5,o8, dl : ,, l'7 < .oo1.The'e was, tJre', a substanii"l 

"orr"spondJ,,"" b;ir"";; J"pi"rr*aintention and latcr. pcr.formance.

Denograpltic Correlqtes of Intention
The relationships_betwee.n dglographic variables and willing_

ae3s lo sig' .p for compa,ionship iuti b" seen in T;tl"'r. Theonly denrographic factorihicrr seclr'ed to nratter \\,as sex. wonrenrrowed a much gr.eater inclination to volunteer (p (.ooor).
The ffnding is noisurp'isi'g, since wome' fi-equentry are over-represented i' humanitarian activities, a'd t ouJ rnorirr- r*orrg",altruism t.ha' men.6 But it is interesiing to compar.e the resurtwith previous ffndings of sex differe'ces in voru'teeri'g forpsycliologicat research-. Rose'rrral ( rg6s ) r"p"r*Jirr";;;r;;'.r"r"
il:]""^.f*y 

tfrl w.omen to take pil ;; ,iri.y 
""p"ri_"rru'1".g.,rrutsey-type interviews about sexual behavior, L'cl st'dies i'_

ISlYfirS.flPnosis or electrical sliocks). {hile volunteering forvisits rvith a rnentar patient ca' be consicler.ed 
"r.l,.i.rf"ri"".rrisk, the actio' is protably motivatecl ,nore serio.,sl;, b1, kinclness

6' E' H' Fischer, consistency among 
'uma'itarian 

ancr helping attit.dcs.
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7'altlc t. }}ci'clciitrrqcs ol stililciits l'ho
intention to ioin coil1.'lliliou lilogrilrll
artc'l social clr,'':r.

Positi\. (N -- 96)
Negotiv* (N "' 233)

Eilr','i'l'.1

cxprcssecl positi\ro or"

b1. "c', llirth oiiler,

CC,,-r'' r.' Cr I riC,ii r,l,i

Tabla z.'1,1c;

exPl i'ssc(J I'il

Vaiir,l-'!c

Hclt'l -,

50crc: I Cil)iLl

Nonirq d if icir r,l
hunt o niio i i:, r.

Criir in o I

Bclicfs cbcut pcti
Soci<:i desiroL,ility

Note.--The ol
sexes, onclyseC s

"p (.01
"p ( .O0l

**'p {.oool

Table g. I;i
and bclicf rr

Vorioble

lnlention
Helping
Sociol responsibili
Nonlroditionol

humo nitorion
Criminol
Eeliefs obout poti
Best-predictor

Note,-All cor

.r8 correlat
(is - 3.58 z

sponsibiliry
both tests ).r

The corr,
scale, cornp
df == gz7) c

cluded rnost
of the belief
in this best-

7. AII t ancl

l-r. lt:, .,

ucgaii\'(.
rcligiorr,

Fri
I ', 

l-::

lrai -,.ii!,i.'

o.

*z

-.,'.-29
7l

N
qll
E''

JI

Note.--Su!:iccls vrho c!rr':lri! cotegori;r I or 3 (iricr;:lcd' prol -'i:ly intercsttcii.or the :ig'r-

"p 
;;;;'t"";..;nrid"r".t 1r' l';r'e posiiive inienl, for lire-onol;'ses; tirose \Ylro c'ecked 2 or I ho'J

neoot|veintentInotintere;tcll}.|rrco,npIeiainfornrolioilforrrligionondsocioIclossreducedIht
tot-ol N sligl tly in thc:: lwo clossificotions'

"X2 - 25.8, cri - l, p (.0001.
by2 ( l.
c;2 (RC v5. Prot.) : 2.3, df : l, P ) '10
oit < t i sociol closs \vos ina.""j ty opplying hlollingrheod's (l 957) critefio to lhe occupolion

ond eC' ;otior of sublect's fotlrer'

than by a desire fol novel adventures' Jhis interpretation was

bolstered by the analyses of attitudes, presented next'

Attitucle s of V ohn"ft a er s ar"t d N ono olun't e er s

Tabie 2 gives the mean scoles for subjects 
-who 

indicatcd

positive or nEgative intent to- join the progiam, for,ea.cli.3f thc

iredictor-scale-variables. As shown, volunteers scored significarit-

il;t-h;; l; ah" humanitarian direction on all but the nontracli-

;";;T scal". Vol,rnteers also helcl mo'e benign beliefs about

mental patients' However, thele was no- aPParent distinction

betweerithe two groups for social desirability, suggesting^that a

tendency to make-oneself look good on this test dicl not ilfluence

intentions.
The correlations between the various attitude measures atrcl

scaled intentions are given in the first column of Table 3. Thc

largest coelficient obiainecl was r - '36, for both helping and

,o"Tol-r"rponsibility scales. Althougli the '36 coefficie't is quite

low, it represents an appreciably itrongel relationship than thc

*-**_ __"-_--*
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>ti
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30
70

e sltrt-
I hcd

ed thc

Toble z"\ftir,r {ititudc aucr social crcsirrlbility scorcs foi. strrd.rts rvrro

:f'r.",] Iirrjlivo 
.or- 

ncg;r1ivc inicntion to joirr corrrprlrlion progrrurr.

Vorirr l:le

Hel;,i, -,
Sociai f c;p.ir .l' ::;ti.
Nonfrsditior{,1

hurnqnitor i:,r:
Lnnt!noI
Belicfs cl:cut pctienls
Soci<:i des!robil!ly

5 5.;

r) betwecn intention, a.itilucle,

;;;;;;;,,,.;
sexes, onolysed sepc"; cle

"p {.01
*o'p ( .o0l

**+p ( .oool

I
ii:1;1 

|

f__ --__. _.- 
|

I Ncltctiv: {N -. 2331 It*---
| _, I ro I r 1,r:':.,. ,

I u.r I ooo i 6..<,::
| 50.3 | 7.18 | t,.tc,,,,ttl| 33.2 | t.so I r.se13.2 | B.2z I stt..,3/.z | 6.6s I s.zt.e.r I 6.74 | o.sr

'. ........1...
Gnd nctsliye irienl groups qlso hclci vril,,ir:

I

l---l"i':'
f- "':'',11i:'o:'- | -*
| -* | -:" | -I sr.a I s.dz | ,.
I ss.2 | s.r,z I .,

I ir.r I n.oo I .,

| '):t I ;tf I !:
| ,.0 | s.rs I s

jf;"t.',.'," f r i',.rcr;: po:iiive cncl n

Tol:Ie g. fuLcrcorrelations (pearson
and belief rneasur.cs (N * 3zg).

polion

Inlenlion
Helping
Sociol responsibility
Nontroditionol

humoniiqriqn
€riminol
Eeliefs cbout potients
Eest-predictor

.52
.t

ttco

thc

ant-

adi-

)0ut

tion

lta
nce

ild
lhc
rnd

lite

thc

Note.-All correlotions signi{icontly greoter thon zero (p ( ,005); uncorrected for ottenuoil

'rB correlation betrveen beriefs about patients and intentions
Iu:..t:Lt and 3.23 for helping u"rr.r, beliefs, a'd social re-sponsibility vel-sus beliefs, iesp"ectively; df _ g"Ai, ?rfr", ,r.both testsi.?

The correlatio'was raised to 1-.47 thro'gh use of a bastarcr

;*,_cornposed of r7 items that iorrelatJd ,, til'.oor,a7=-327) or greater with voruntec'i'g. The bastar.l"r"al" in-cluded 
'rostlv 

leluing a'a ro"i"r-t"rp#sibirity statements; ,o'aof the belieft abo.,t patients items mit the cr-iterio' for i'clusio'in tlis bcst-preclicto'r. instr-trment.
Z, All t and z tests reportetl tvere basecl on tn,o_tailed distributions.

.JJ

.32

.33
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| - ---"---iIi6 I:3i
lrl:t I f,
| '.;7 | .A7

1".r.*
^,^.r:rcllv idcn' . ol'r'' bcli-f sui:giouPs, fl' cverY

llelpi n:r

boltcl ,

Norril' ' '

hulil l,

Crirri:icl
Besl;-'r.'

Iti

I ;..,-,
I t', ]n't

\*

| :3:

z (di{Tcrc,r,- i}
fovoro l:1 r

versus nelirol

- 1.95'i'

-'l .03

* l.q3**
0.? ?

- 1.9[]**

Coni';rcrnionsliii: vritl

pclhaPs thc bc'

ivhich ntorll,r':ll-,'

Utiftliitir' :rll

syxh-1a1sd 61 i, i,r'i

thc qtrcstiollr.r'ri:

-.66 corrol:iior

ditionrll hulnan

of serLr:l frc)gri
educalccl in me

afie tli;] thc or

U!"t-, it,1'l1rclcc1

t$'ectr tlr.rirti"acli

was onl1' .32 (
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coefficierrts r'v'
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(smallest coe'
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true modelatt

i Th" "o."r Turner"s ( r9l
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ligion, oI soc
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I responsibilitl
' mol.e imPort
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i s. E. H, Fis

Ncic-' -'(i:r:!trd deviqtion: rr

ollilirtle vo;ioblc'
+P ( '06*xo < .05

B el i ef s as LI o cl e r at o r f o r Att it t rcl e -Ittt e ntio'it C or r elatiott'

It rvili be recallecl the studl"s chicf plecliction rvas that hu-

manitar:ian attitude anJ^t"ti"f' about pitie'-'t' cornbined rvoulrl

correlate with iutenti;; b"ii;t tltot "ith"' 
valiable alone' u'it'

t'e best attitude-ini#i* "orr"lnUon't "ittg 
for.. subjects- rvit'

most benign b"li"f'' ;;;;" th" prediction' the whole sarnple t'as

dividecl into three #S'd; 1i^'o'uut"' neutral' unfavolable)'

on the basis of bt#"';;:'' 'a'""o'dit''e to th" hypotlresis' tlrc

hishest co"ffici"'-'ts";;i;' ob'o"t fo' "'Ji""ts with favorablc

belicfr. Looking "; 
#;;'"it can b" tt"'' tlrat the h}'pothesis

was not verified. i"';; t" tu""k"'t relationships occured in

the favorabl" b"li"i' '"f"^*pf"' 
also"some of the most important

correlation, 1r'"rpi"g'H#,1;lt":Ll 
*o" sig'ificantlY Sreatet.

for subjects with ""."t'"i 
t'iU"f'' The forrelaiion between best-

oredictor scores and intentions was 
'l==- 

'i-' *tthin the netrtral

Leliefs subgroup' __r r_^rio{s cnnear€d to inter.act (nonlineally)

,"^f*'*mffi"*::'.Jii'itl" - author's best guess as to

why this o""."'"Jy"'il;;;; by Eil";;'th's ( rs6s) 
-corrrr'ent

thai tlrc belicfs aborrt iaticntsscal"-'"^ii" 
fttgly Joi'att"d rvith

authoritaria"l'*' Vu"iftiano' Stratt"' i"d Ho"chinan (1969) sug'

gested authodtalia;;i;; may be "*.ltlt""o' 
predictors of cer-

iain be'avio'' tt'it'"";;;t;; :^'"' b"li"t' abo'it peticnts Pcr se

may have r'^a ritti" uf;;;; "' 
th" ;t;; "u'iobles*tudied; 

but
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Edr','lr"cl I i. Fis,-lr:.r

rtrlt;t1 1lirt-tr.

a (c!i{Tcrl'r rl
fovorcl lt

vai:us uar:iiol

- 1.03

O,t''/

r:/-1

Conr;r ri l!lrr:l :l ;t wil I r t''' cl-rtcil 1:"'' ii'','i :

l)clltlli)s ll" lrl:l !"s; sr'^l 1r'j)l'r s'r'l''tl a pr l:;olllrl ii'' tl !"il 'r';!1;It

Lirt"ii'r,,"',, ",',1 .lilI"'"""c0 1" x11l'111t.'lt:-irrloritior.r 'ioriclrrli{}irs'
Unftt; tii 'lrl1' tlre retr ospcrJtiyc oxplalation coiild irot bc

crrapir.'ii.rl /i,, r'ily', lt.' "' ai'iliolil:ii'il' ' sialc hl''l brcr-; g;ivlrr rvitlI

ilr" q,t"rtiu',,,'',,"t1' Iio'"""t''t, il.l atlo'11'':l sitrrl;r t'c ll'ilro' foilnil a

-.66 coi-.,r:lr.iiorl lrctlu"cctl Califorrlia F Scalc scol'c:i ali'..!. ni)lrtra-

cliticlrrrr hiiilr:i11ita,.itrilisili;B tJ.)c ll i.i.ci' rilca.s'1.]] o co:.:rjisl:l pi'ir:at'il1'

of scxLi::l pr'l,gr"..,ri.'is,,, itcnls (e g, -z\l| 
ycilrrlr psoillc sl'orrlr-l J;c

.a""ttt'C i,', rietl'otl'; of bilih colltr:ol' i{ crr\'tu :Pll:'oor;tc 
tt:rt.t-

aflcgi.'ltlrco,c].:a]or"l."ui*ganilli:gitiirratec}ii1d''),-airrl}rac1.
bceril irlr,l iiclril jrl the prc:rlnt-iirvenioi;i' ALso' the corrclrLiion l''i'-

ir.,"",., rtr.'i'i'atlition't.l i't't"'t:utiti:triatristr'r and bcliefs abo't pa"tients

was only '32 (scc Table 3)-tlio'i:"or:e a second nediating \'trri-

ol,i", f,ti'l)Iitr,i*i' :iile't c] tl'c fi:s'r' cnrrlcl be t'ici['

Acccir'liirg1y, sttlllccts rvcre trichoioinized agr'lrri oll the basis

of norrtra,l;ti""r hurnanitarian scores, and tl re atiit..cle-irtetrtjoir

cor.r.elatio's exa.mined i* thc 'qrv 
subgio*|rs. Thc pattem of

intelcor-r'elatiort, t*' very similar to thaf in Table 4; the largest

coefficients ou"r" J the''eutral hrrma'iia.rian g'otrp, follo*'ecl

bv tlre antihumaniiotiot', arid then the pro)runanitarian subgroup

iil;ilril""m"J.",r1. The precise cinte'ts of the moderator'

scale, theu, appealed not to rnatter' It secms plobable that a

latent pelsonality dimension' conrlllon to both scales' rvas the

true rnoderatol.

CoNbi,usroNs

The current findings solidly support Holzberg' Knapp' ancl

Trrrn"r', (ISGZ) conte"ntion that companionship programs Pro-

vid.e ". . . an o.,tle'Jotl ""'tui" 
in-rpulses of hun'ran generosi[' and

altruism.. .'(;'gi)' artrtougi volunteels \vere not atypical

as regalils d"rrrog'o]'liic cliaracieristics such as birth order' r'e-

ligion, or. ,o"io""J"of,ti" "1""' 
tliey,rvere considerably mole lil<ely

than no'voltr'te;;; i; be o'i""tld torvarcl lielpi.g a'd social-

responsibilir) . E;i;";;lf gc,,"ral hilmilritrriail attitudes figtu'etl

;i; ;il",i;ntl1. tl,a,r iii ,p"cifi" bclicfs aborrt rrte'lirl 
'rtic'ts. i;-;,;;ts' gett'ing involved in the }ospital- pl'ogt."n'.' 

.

f it"l."lniio'-"l' l"p b et$'ecu attitud es and b ehtrviolrl itr tcrrtions

, was rnost co'sis,;rli ;; subjects rvSo *,ere nonextLe're o' ^ 
t5ircl

1 g. E. H, Fischcr, consistclcy among l.[rmanitiri.ian ancl hc\ring nttitucles.
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s/r:i Ecivuir! ll. l'irciru.

dirL,i.irsirirr (piolribll autltoritariiiriisnt). T'his t'cstrli ollcrs somc

Irt-oir r irri.; that prcclictioris frotn attitriclcs cirrl bc shar'1,crrccl. b;'
trrliing irito a,ccoirnt piri:sonalit;' factors.

i*:

Srlrri..rnv

gzg stud.ilts r';.trr"c a:;l,:c,cl to join a conlpalliollship pi'ogran] fol
mciriirl lro:;pi{ir} paLi:',ris. It *'as crltccted that ther rcl:itioils}iip
bot'.,,':,cii ltir.iililr.ritai';'lr', aiii.itttlcs aucl ittti'iltiou to pai'iicripate
g,oiilcl l-re strongr-.r' for- subjects rvith. llerligrr ]r:licfs thrrn for sull-

jr:cts u'iilt uirfavorable beliefs about patieni:r, '1'he {inilings wel'e:

(a) subj.,r,is' iirtentio;;s col'reslloildcd to tlicii' latel joining (p (
.oor), arld wcre utuelatecl to sociirl desir;ibilitl'; (b) gcnelal

he$in6 and social-responsibility attitucles colrcla,ted higlrer tha|
did spccific bclirfs about patients, $'ith u-illingness to become a

compnrulon; (c) attitucle-intentioir correlations welc gr:eatest for'

subject"- q,ith lelitral beliefs, and u;eokesf fol subjects u'it|
benign beliefs (upsetting the tlain hi'pothcsis); (d) the sanc

pattcrl of cor"relations obtained in subgroups tlichototnizccl orr

lhe basis of anothel scale (ostensibll' unlelated to volunteeling

for conrpanionship) rvhich hacl an authoritarian compon€nt. Re-

sult (cl) suggesti that a personaliq' factor' not beliefs abo*t

patients, modelated variations in the attitude-intention relatioil-

ship.
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